
THE NEW CREATION BOOK FOR BUDDHISTS
Exploring Cross-Cultural Biblicizing and Relational Bridges of God

Introduction & Missiological Framework

My mother prayed for me to become a believer and she took me to a congregation that was not foreign to my racial,

linguistic  or  class  self-understanding.  So  my  mother  and  I  constituted  a  family  people  movement,  a  multi-

individual, mutually interdependent conviction unto salvation.

The preacher knew McGavran and sent me to him and I became his student and he became my editor, Donald

McGavran,  the  foremost  missiologist  of  the  20th  Century.  I  did  not  know at  the  time that  my mother  and  I

exemplified what Donald McGavran called The Bridges of God, what the Philippian jailer was told "You shall be

saved, and your household" (Acts 16:31), that "you" the jailer are a bridge for your household, a bridge of God for

their salvation with you.

The Bridges of  God was McGavran's  first  book and the book had a seismic impact  world-wide.  While I  was

studying  with  him,  he  helped  me  write  EVERYTHING  YOU  NEED  TO  GROW  A  MESSIANIC

SYNAGOGUE, which Ralph Winter published. Then Ralph Winter said he wanted a similar book for the Muslims,

which I wrote (New Creation Book for Muslims), Biblicizing the mosque to create a familiar gathering vehicle. I

wanted to do a book for Buddhists using the retreat as a community bridgehead; also a book for Hindus using the

same community retreat vehicle for gathering.

THE NATURE OF CROSS-CULTURAL BIBLICIZING

Biblicizing, as we’re using it, is  NOT syncretism (blending the Son of God away into something else) or mere

“religious translation” (changing vocabulary only). Instead, it is:

Re-reading a people’s religious life through Scripture.

Re-structuring their existing communal forms (mosque, retreat, ashram, synagogue) around Messiah, rather

than replacing them with Western church forms.

Re-locating authority in the Bible and in Yeshua/Isa al-Masih, while allowing familiar cultural containers to

remain.

• 

• 

• 

1



Re-defining vocabulary which is cleansed and refilled so that these religious words now contain Biblical

content and truth in the same way that the apostles wrested back the word “knowledge” from the false teacher

proto-gnostics and filled the word “knowledge” with true content.

STRATEGIC FOCUS: THE 10/40 WINDOW

A significant focus must be placed on the 10/40 Window, stretching from the western coast of Africa eastwards

through the Middle East and into Asia, where 97% of the unreached peoples of the world live. "Unreached" refers

to people groups lacking a self-governing, self-propagating, and self-supporting indigenous movement capable of

evangelizing their own community (their cultural and geographical footprint or "parish"). Missiologists generally

classify a group as unreached when the evangelical population is less than 2%, or the total Christian population is

less  than  5%.  Within  this  window  live  the  vast  majority  of  the  world's  Muslims  (724,000,000),  Hindus

(787,000,000), Buddhists (240,000,000), and Sikhs (26,000,000).

Chapter One: Soiltesting the HeartMind

Is your heartmind ready to receive what leads to life? In the Buddhist world, the heartmind (citta) is the field where

truth is planted. Some hearts are open and clear; others are clouded by fear, attachment, or distraction. The Buddha

once spoke of different kinds of mind—scattered, fearful, attached, and awakened. In the same way, the Scriptures

speak of different kinds of soil that receive the seed of truth.

THE FARMER AND THE FOUR KINDS OF HEARTMIND

A farmer walked through his fields at  sunrise,  scattering seed. Some seed fell  on the  hard path,  where birds

quickly consumed it. Some fell on  shallow ground, where sprouts rose quickly but died in the heat. Some fell

among thorny weeds, which choked the young plants. And some fell on good soil, where the seed multiplied many

times over.

For the Buddhist seeker, the seed is the Word of truth, and the soil is the heartmind of the listener. The hard path is

the mind closed by skepticism or fear; the shallow ground is the mind that receives joyfully but cannot endure

hardship; the thorny soil is the mind entangled in desire, worry, and worldly pursuits; and the good soil is the

heartmind that listens deeply, understands, and bears fruit.

THE PARABLE OF THE TWO BROTHERS OF THE SANGHA

A respected elder had two sons. The  elder son was disciplined, devoted to meditation, faithful in chanting, and

admired for his strict observance of the precepts. His reputation for purity was known throughout the village. The

younger son, restless and proud, demanded his share of the inheritance and left for a distant land. There he wasted

everything in pleasure and illusion. When famine struck, he found himself caring for animals and longing even for

their food.

At last he awakened to his condition (the moment of insight) and said: “Even the servants in my father’s house live

with dignity. I will return. I will confess my wrongs. I will ask not for honor, but for mercy.” Before the son
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reached the gate, the father saw him and ran to him. He embraced him, restored him, and called for a feast of joy:

“This son of mine was lost and is found. He was as one dead and is alive again.”

The elder brother, hearing the celebration, refused to enter due to his attachment to his own merit: “I have kept

every precept. I have practiced every discipline. Yet you rejoice over this one who abandoned the path!” The father

replied: “My son, all that I have is yours. But should we not rejoice when a heart awakens and returns?”

The Scriptures  teach that  only a  childlike heart  can receive the truth—simple,  trusting,  without  pride or  self-

achievement. A child receives everything as a gift, not as a result of merit. Is your heartmind clear soil or tangled

ground? Is your sangha, your household, your inner life a place where truth can grow?

Chapter Two: The Noble Path of the New Creation

THE ONE WHO SEES THE HEARTMIND

There was once a humble teacher who lived in a small apartment. Each morning he bowed low before God, praying

that more seekers would find the path of life. His home served as a simple gathering place—quiet, uncluttered, a

place of meditation on Scripture. One morning, as he prayed earnestly, a woman named Maya was walking down

the street. She and her husband had been traveling for days, searching for a teacher who could show them the noble

path that leads beyond suffering. They did not know the city, the neighborhood, or the teacher's name. But God

knew.

As Maya passed the building, she felt an inner prompting to stop. She asked a passerby if there was any meditation

fellowship nearby, who happened to be a member of the small New Creation sangha meeting in that home. At the

exact moment the teacher finished praying, there was a knock at the door. "Is there a place where seekers gather to

meditate on truth?" Maya asked. "You have found it," the teacher replied. Thus God answered a prayer before it

was spoken, guiding a seeker to the very door where truth was being taught.

THE GOD WHO GUIDES THE SEEKER

The Scriptures say: “Before they call, I will answer.” In Buddhist tradition, seekers wander in search of wisdom,

hoping to find a teacher who can show the way beyond suffering. But the New Creation teaches that God Himself

is the Guide, the One who leads the seeker to the noble path. Maya and her husband soon embraced the New

Creation life. They were immersed in the waters of renewal, calling on God to cleanse their heartminds and awaken

them to His eternal Word.

THE FALSE MASTER AND THE TRUE TEACHER

Years passed, and Maya began to struggle in her marriage. In her confusion she turned to a man who claimed to be

a spiritual master. He promised peace, visions, and mystical experiences, offering mantras, trances, and contact

with “light beings.” But his “wisdom” was deception. Her desperate husband contacted the teacher who had first

led them to truth. The teacher prayed and knew that the noble path is not found in visions or psychic experiences,

but in the living Word of God, who reveals the heart of the Father.
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THE WORD WHO REVEALS THE FATHER

From the beginning, God has spoken through His Eternal Word. This Word is not an impersonal principle or cosmic

vibration; the Word is personal, living, with God, and is God. Just as the Buddha spoke of the need for a true

refuge, the Scriptures speak of the Word who became flesh in Yeshua the Messiah, the perfect revelation of God's

compassion and truth. He is the noble path, the true refuge, and the awakening that dispels ignorance.

Chapter Three: The Meditation and Prayer Life of the New Creation Sangha

There was once a man named Kamal, known for his discipline in meditation. He rose before dawn, sat in silence,

and followed his breath with great care. Yet despite his practice, he felt an emptiness he could not name. One

morning, during meditation, he whispered: “If there is a truth beyond my striving, reveal Yourself to me.” God

heard his heartmind, and soon after, Kamal encountered a small New Creation sangha. Their stillness was different

—alive, warm, filled with a sense of divine presence.

He asked the teacher, “What kind of meditation is this?” The teacher replied: “This is New Creation meditation—

not the emptying of the mind into nothingness, but the opening of the heartmind to the Eternal Word.”

New Creation prayer and meditation are built on relationship, not merely self-effort. True meditation involves

listening to the Word (not only observing the breath), opening the heartmind (not merely quieting it),

receiving divine presence (not dissolving into emptiness), and communion with God (not escape from

suffering). 

The Scriptures say: “Be still, and know that I am God.” Through Yeshua the Messiah, the meditator becomes a

dwelling place of God’s Spirit, a recipient of divine love, and a participant in the New Creation life. Kamal learned

to meditate by listening to Scripture, resting in divine presence, and receiving the Spirit's peace, transforming his

practice into an encounter with the God who enters the silence.

Chapter Four: The New Creation Confession for the Sangha

In Buddhist tradition, a seeker expresses commitment by taking refuge in the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha.

But the New Creation teaches that the deepest refuge is found in the Eternal Word. A woman named Lhamo, who

had practiced meditation and kept the precepts for years, still felt an inner emptiness. Attending a New Creation

sangha, the Scriptures stirred her heartmind. She asked what she must confess to walk this path.

The teacher replied: “You must confess the Eternal Word—the One who reveals the Father, who became flesh in

Yeshua the Messiah, and who calls you into New Creation life.”

“I renounce all false refuges and take refuge in the Eternal Word, who reveals the Father

and brings me into New Creation life.” 
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THE FULL-BODY IMMERSION OF NEW CREATION

In Judaism, the mikvah was a full-body immersion for purification. In Islam, the ghusl is a full-body washing, even

used as a death-wash. In the New Creation, immersion becomes something greater: a burial and a rising. As the

Scriptures say: “All who were immersed into Messiah were immersed into His death” (Romans 6:3).

Thus, the New Creation immersion is a death-wash where the old self is laid to rest, a rebirth where the seeker rises

into New Creation life, and a public refuge confessing trust in the Eternal Word. Lhamo entered the waters with

reverence, emerged with peace, and her home became a New Creation sangha where hearts awakened.

Chapter Five: The New Creation Pilgrimage and the Festival of Awakening

In Buddhist tradition, pilgrimage (tirtha, gaman, yatra) is a journey to places connected with the Buddha’s life—

birth, enlightenment, teaching, and final release. But the New Creation teaches that the true pilgrimage is to a

Person:  the  Eternal  Word.  A man  named Tenzin  asked  about  his  pilgrimage  and  sacred  festival.  The  teacher

explained: “Your pilgrimage is the journey from bondage to freedom. Your festival is the remembrance of the

Sacrifice God Himself provides.”

THREE PROTOTYPES OF THE SACRED FESTIVAL

The Festival of Deliverance (Pesach): The Passover, where the Lamb was slain, blood marked the household,

and the people walked out of slavery in Egypt. This is the first prototype: liberation through the Lamb.

The Festival of the Messiah (Moshiach’s Tish): On the night before His sacrifice, the Messiah took bread

("This is My body") and the cup ("This is My blood of the covenant"), establishing communion with the

Sacrificial Lamb as the core festival of the sangha.

The Festival of the Tsok (Tsog) Sacrifice: Widely practiced in traditions as a gathering to bless and share

consecrated food, this finds resonance in the communal meal where the Sangha partakes together, trusting in

God's ultimate provision (as foreshadowed by the Sacrifice of Abraham).

The New Creation pilgrimage is about leaving bondage (Pesach), walking with the Messiah (Moshiach’s Tish), and

trusting in God’s provision. Tenzin’s home became a place of pilgrimage—a holy path where hearts awakened

through breaking bread and giving thanks for the sacrifice God provided.

Chapter Six: How to Start a Retreat Sangha for New Creation Seekers

In Buddhist tradition, a sangha need not meet in a monastery; a home, a retreat hut, or a quiet room can become a

place of practice. The New Creation retreat sangha follows this pattern, establishing a home-based community

where seekers gather to meditate on Scripture and walk the noble path.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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PREPARING THE SPACE & THE SANGHA RHYTHM

The space should be simple and uncluttered: a clean room, floor cushions or mats, a low stand for Scripture, and a

single  candle  symbolizing  God’s  presence  (no  images  or  statues—only  the  Word).  The  community  follows  a

peaceful rhythm:

Entering in Silence: Guests remove shoes and prepare their heartminds.

Lighting the Candle: Representing the Light of the Eternal Word.

The New Creation Refuge: Sitting in a circle, the group recites the corporate confession.

Scripture Meditation: Reading a passage slowly, followed by quiet reflection.

Teaching and Dialogue: The leader explains the text and invites interaction.

Prayer and Contemplation: Opening the heartmind to the Spirit of God.

The Fellowship Meal: Sharing simple food or tea to symbolize unity and compassion.

The sangha leader is  not  a  monk or lama, but  a  servant,  a  teacher of  Scripture,  a  guide in meditation,  and a

caretaker of the community. Authority comes not from robes or lineage, but from faithfulness to the Eternal Word.

Such a home becomes a bridge of God and a holy path where hearts awaken.

Glossary for the Buddhist Version

Bodhi — Awakening; fulfilled in the revelation of the Eternal Word.

Bodhisattva — One who seeks enlightenment for others; fulfilled in Messiah, who brings salvation.

Citta — Heartmind; the inner field where the Word is planted.

Dharma — Teaching; fulfilled in the Word who reveals the Father.

Dukkha — Suffering; healed through the New Creation life.

Eightfold Path — The Buddhist path; fulfilled in the noble path of following the Eternal Word.

Karma — Moral causation; overcome by grace and New Creation life.

Meditation — Silence and contemplation centered on Scripture and the Spirit.

Nirvana — Release from suffering; fulfilled in union with the Eternal Word.

Refuge — Trust; redefined as taking refuge in the Eternal Word.

Sangha — A community of seekers; becomes a New Creation sangha when centered on Scripture.

Samsara — Cycle of rebirth; broken by the resurrection life of Messiah.

Satipatthana — Mindfulness; fulfilled in awareness of God’s presence.

Shunyata — Emptiness; replaced by fullness in the Spirit.
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Tathata — Suchness; fulfilled in the truth revealed by the Eternal Word.

Yatra — Pilgrimage; fulfilled in the journey into New Creation life.
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