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him up. And if he may have 
been committing peysha'im, 
he will be given selicha 
(forgiveness). 
|16| Therefore, make vidduy 
(confession of sin) to one 
another, and daven tefillos on 
behalf of one another, so that 
you may have refuah 
sheleimah (complete healing). 
The tefillah of a tzaddik is 
powerful and effective.  
|17| Eliyahu [HaNavi] was a 
man of like nature to us, and 
with tefillah he davened for it 
not to rain, and it did not rain 
upon ha'aretz for shalosh 
shanim and shishah 
chodashim (three years and 
six months). [MELACHIM 
ALEF 17:1] 
|18| And again Eliyahu 
[HaNavi] davened, and 
Shomayim gave GESHEM 
(rain) and ha'aretz caused its 
p'ri to sprout. [MELACHIM 
ALEF 18:45]  
|19| My Achim b'Moshiach, if 
anyone among you wanders 
vait (astray) from HaEmes and 
someone turns a choteh 
(sinner) to become a ba’al 
teshuva  
|20| You should have da'as 
that the one having helped a 
choteh (sinner) to become a 
ba’al teshuva and to turn 
from the toyus (error) of his 
derech, and from setiyah 
HaDerech Hashem (turning 
aside or deviating from the 
Way of Hashem) will save the 
neshamah of him from mavet 
and will cover a multitude of 
chatta'im. 
[T.N. This may be the earliest 
writing in the Brit Chadasha.  
Of royal blood, Ya’akov Bar 
Yosef Ben Dovid, like Rav 
Sha’ul, was an unbeliever until 
he came to faith by the 
appearance of the Risen 
Moshiach (see I Cor 15:7). He 
died al kiddush ha-Shem 62 
C.E. according to Josephus. 
His brother Yehuda wrote the 
letter on p.1118. See p848.]  

Shimon Kefa a Shliach 
of  Rebbe, Melech 
HaMoshiach Yehoshua 

to HaBechirim (the Chosen 
ones [2:4,6 9]), to the Exiled 
ones of the Golus, Sojourners 
living as aliens in the 
Diaspora, scattered in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia,  
|2| To HaBechirim (the 
Chosen ones) according to the 
yedi’ah mukdemet 
(foreknowledge [1:20]) of 
Elohim Avinu, the ones set 
apart as Kadoshim by the 
Ruach Hakodesh, resulting in 
mishma'at (obedience 
[1:14,22; 3:6; 4:17]) to the 
Moshiach and resulting in 
hazzayat HaDam 
HaMoshiach (sprinkling of the 
Blood of Moshiach Isa 52:15, 
Ex 24:7), of Moshiach 
Yehoshua. May Chen v’Chesed 
Hashem and Shalom Hashem 
abound to all of you! 
|3| Baruch Hashem, 
HaElohim Avi of Rebbe, 
Melech HaMoshiach 
Adoneinu Yehoshua! By his 
great rachamim (mercy) we 
have been born anew to a 
tikvah chayyah (living hope) 
through the Techiyas  
Yehoshua from HaMesim (the 
dead ones).  
|4| We have also been born 
anew to a nachalah 
(inheritance [3:9]) that is 
without shachat (corruption, 
decay Ps 16:10), undefiled and 
unfading, having been 
preserved in Shomayim for 
you, 
|5| The ones by the koach of 
Hashem being guarded 
through Emunah (Faith) for 
Yeshu'at Eloheinu (the 
Salvation of our G-d), which is 
ready to be revealed at the 
Ketz Hayamim (End of Days). 
|6| In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while 
you may have to suffer in 
various masot (trials, temp- 
tations [4:12]),                       

|7| That the genuineness of 
your Emunah, much more 
valuable than gold which 
though perishable is tested by 
Eish (Fire), may be found to 
the tehillah (praise) and the 
kavod (glory) and the tiferet 
(splendor) at the Hisgalus 
(Revelation, Apocalypse) of 
Moshiach Yehoshua. 
|8| He is the one for whom 
you have ahavah, even though 
you have not seen him. 
Though you do not now see 
him, you have emunah in him    
[as Moshiach] and rejoice with 
simcha inexpressible and full 
of kavod,  
|9| Obtaining the maskana 
(outcome) of your Emunah, 
the Yeshu'at Eloheynu of your 
nefashot (souls). 
|10| The Nevi'im, who 
prophesied of the Chen 
v'Chesed Hashem that was to 
come to you, searched and 
inquired about this Yeshu'at 
Eloheynu.  
|11| The Nevi'im were 
searching for what zman 
(time) or what context of 
occasion the Ruach of 
Moshiach in them was 
pointing to, when predicting 
the Chevlei Moshiach and 
HaKavod to follow. 
|12| The hisgalus (revelation) 
came to the Nevi'im that the 
avodas hakodesh ministry 
they were rendering was not to 
themselves, but to you, when 
they spoke of the things 
announced to you through the 
Mevaserim (Messianic 
Darshanim, Maggidim) of the 
Besuras HaGeulah by the 
Ruach Hakodesh sent from 
Shomayim, the very things 
even malachim desire to look 
into. 
|13| Therefore, tighten the 
"readiness" gartel of your 
mind, a mind that is one of 
kibush hayetzer (self-control).  
Set your tikvah completely on 
the Chen v'Chesed Hashem 
that is being brought to you 
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