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|41| And the Kohanim: 
Elyakim, Ma’aseiyah, 
Minyamin, Michayah, 
Elyoeinai, Zecharyah, and 
Chananyah, with trumpets; 
|42| And Ma’aseiyah, 
Shemayah, Eleazar, Uzzi, 
Yehochanan, Malchiyah, 
Eilam, and Ezer. And the 
singers sang loud, with 
Yizrachyah their overseer. 
|43| Also that day they 
offered zevakhim gedolim, 
and rejoiced, for HaElohim 
had made them rejoice with 
great joy; the wives also and 
the children rejoiced, so that     
the joy of Yerushalayim was 
heard even afar off. 
|44| And at that time were 
some appointed over the 
storerooms for the Otzarot, for 
terumot, for the reshit, and for 
ma'aserot (tithes), to gather 
into them out of the fields of 
the cities the portions 
required by the Torah for the 
Kohanim and Levi'im: for 
Yehudah rejoiced for the 
Kohanim and for the Levi'im 
stationed [in Beis Hashem]. 
|45| They performed the 
Mishmeret Eloheihem and the 
Mishmeret HaTahorah 
according to the command- 
ment of Dovid, and of Sh'lomo 
bno. 
|46| For in the days of Dovid 
and Asaph of old there were   
chiefs of the singers, and shir 
tehillah and hodot unto 
Elohim. 
|47| And kol Yisroel in the 
days of Zerubavel, and in     
the days of Nechemyah, gave 
the portions for the singers 
and the gatekeepers, every day 
its portion; and they set aside 
as kodesh the portion for the 
Levi'im; and the Levi'im set 
aside as kodesh the portion for 
the Bnei Aharon. [T.N. See 
“days of Yeshua” Neh 12:7, 
Kohen Gadol ca. 560-490 
B.C.E.  resurrected from the 
national death in Golus and 

namesake of Moshiach Zech 
6:11-12] 

 On that day they 
read in the Sefer 
Moshe in the ears 

of HaAm; and therein was 
found written, that the 
Ammoni and the Moavi 
should not come into the 
Kehal HaElohim forever, 
|2| Because they met not the 
Bnei Yisroel with lechem and 
with mayim, but hired Balaam 
against them, that he should 
curse them; howbeit Eloheinu 
turned the kelalah into a 
berakhah. 
|3| Now it came to pass, when 
they had heard the Torah, 
that they separated from 
Yisroel all the foreign descent. 
|4| And before this, Elyashiv 
the Kohen, having the 
oversight of the storeroom of 
the Beis Eloheinu, was allied 
unto Toviyah; 
|5| And he had prepared for 
him a great chamber, where 
aforetime they laid the 
minchah, the levonah, and the 
vessels, and the ma'aser of the 
grain, the tirosh, and the oil, 
which was commanded to be 
given to the Levi'im, and the 
singers, and the gatekeepers; 
and the terumat hakohanim. 
|6| But in all this time was 
not I at Yerushalayim; for in 
the two and thirtieth year of 
Artachshasta Melech Bavel 
came I unto HaMelech, and 
after certain days obtained I 
leave of HaMelech; 
|7| And I came to 
Yerushalayim, and under- 
stood of the evil that Elyashiv 
did for Toviyah, in preparing 
him a chamber in the courts 
of the Beis HaElohim. 
|8| And it grieved me much; 
therefore I cast forth all the 
household stuff of Toviyah out 
of the chamber. 
|9| Then I commanded, and 
they made tahor the 
chambers, and there brought I 
again the vessels of the Beis  

 HaElohim, with the  
minchah and the levonah. 
|10| And I perceived that the 
portions of the Levi'im had 
not been given them, for the 
Levi'im and the singers, that 
did the work, had gone back 
every one to his sadeh. 
|11| Then contended I with 
the officials, and said, Why is 
the Beis HaElohim forsaken? 
And I gathered them together, 
and set them in their place. 
|12| Then brought all 
Yehudah the ma'asar of the 
grain and the tirosh and the 
oil unto the Otzarot. 
|13| And I made over the 
Otzarot Shelemyah the 
Kohen, and Tzadok the Sofer, 
and of the Levi'im, Pedayah; 
and  next to them was Chanan 
ben Zakkur, ben Matanyah; 
for they were considered 
ne'emanim, and their office 
was to distribute unto their 
brethren. 
|14| Remember me, O Elohai, 
concerning this, and wipe not 
out my faithful deeds that I 
have done for the Beis Elohai, 
and for the offices thereof. 
|15| In those days saw I in 
Yehudah some treading 
winepresses on Shabbos, and 
bringing in sheaves, and 
loading donkeys; as also yayin, 
grapes, and figs, and all 
manner of massa (burdens), 
which they brought into 
Yerushalayim on Shabbos; 
and I warned them against 
selling food on Shabbos. 
|16| There dwelt men of Tzor 
also therein, which brought 
dag (fish), and all manner of 
merchandise, and sold on 
Shabbos unto the Bnei 
Yehudah, and in 
Yerushalayim. 
|17| Then I contended with 
the nobles of Yehudah, and 
said unto them, What evil 
thing is this that ye do, being 
Mechallel Shabbos (desecrator 
of Shabbos)? 
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