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read it before HaMelech.
|11| And it came to pass,
when HaMelech had heard
the Divrei Sefer HaTorah, that
he tore his garments.
|12| And HaMelech
commanded Chilkiyah
HaKohen, and Achikam
Ben Shaphan, and Achbor
Ben Michayah, and Shaphan
the Sofer, and Asayah Eved
HaMelech, saying,
|13| Go ye, inquire of
Hashem for me, and for
HaAm, and for kol Yehudah,
concerning the Divrei HaSefer
that is found; for gedolah is
chamat Hashem that is
kindled against us, because
Avoteinu have not paid heed
unto the Divrei HaSefer
Hazeh, to do according unto
all that which is written
concerning us.
|14| So Chilkiyahu HaKohen,
and Achikam, and Achbor,
and Shaphan, and Asayah,
went unto Chuldah the
neviah, the wife of Shallum
ben Tikvah, ben Charchas,
Shomer HaBegadim (Keeper
of the Wardrobe); (now she
dwelt in Yerushalayim in the
Mishneh); and they spoke with
her.
|15| And she said unto them,
Thus saith Hashem Elohei
Yisroel, Tell the ish that sent
you to me,
|16| Thus saith Hashem,
Hineni, I will bring ra'ah upon
this makom (place), and upon
the inhabitants thereof,
even kol Divrei HaSefer which
Melech Yehudah hath read;
|17| Because they have
forsaken Me, and have burned
ketoret unto elohim acherim,
that they might provoke Me to
anger with all the works of
their hands; therefore My
wrath shall be kindled against
this makom (place), and shall
not be quenched.
|18| But to Melech Yehudah
which sent you to inquire of
Hashem, thus shall ye say to
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him, Thus saith Hashem
Elohei Yisroel, As touching the
words which thou hast heard;
|19| Because thine lev was
tender, and thou hast
humbled thyself before
Hashem, when thou heardest
what I spoke against this
place, and against the
inhabitants thereof, that they
should become a desolation
and a klalah (curse), and hast
torn thy garments, and wept
before Me; I also have heard
thee, saith Hashem.
|20| Hineni, therefore, I will
gather thee unto Avoteicha,
and thou shalt be gathered
into thy kevarot in shalom;
and thine eyes shall not see
kol hara'ah which I will bring
upon this place. And they
brought back word to
HaMelech.
And HaMelech
sent, and they
gathered unto him
kol Ziknei Yehudah and of
Yerushalayim.
|2| And HaMelech went up
into the Beis Hashem, and kol
ish Yehudah and all the
inhabitants of Yerushalayim
with him, and the Kohanim,
and the Nevi'im, and kol
HaAm, both katon and gadol;
and he read in their ears all
the Divrei Sefer HaBrit which
was found in the Beis
Hashem.
|3| And HaMelech stood by
HaAmmud, and cut HaBrit
before Hashem, to walk after
Hashem, and to be shomer
mitzvot over His
commandments and His edot
and His chukkot with all their
lev and all their nefesh, to
carry out these Divrei HaBrit
that were written in this
Sefer. And kol HaAm stood
[under oath] to HaBrit.
|4| And HaMelech
commanded Chilkiyahu
HaKohen HaGadol, and the
Kohanei HaMishneh, and the
Shomrei HaSaf, to bring forth

out of the Heikhal Hashem all
the kelim that were made for
Ba'al, and for Asherah, and
for all the Tzeva
HaShomayim; and he burned
them outside Yerushalayim in
the fields of the Kidron, and
carried the ashes of them unto
Beit-El.
|5| And he did away with
hakemarim (the idol priests),
whom the Melachim of
Yehudah had ordained to
burn ketoret in the high places
in the towns of Yehudah, and
in the places around
Yerushalayim; them also that
burned ketoret unto Ba'al, to
the shemesh, and to the
yarei'ach, and to the mazalot
(constellations) and to all the
Tzeva HaShomayim.
|6| And he took out the
Asherah from the Beis
Hashem, outside
Yerushalayim, unto the
Kidron Valley, and burned it
in the Kidron Valley, and
ground it to powder, and cast
its aphar upon the keverim of
the Bnei HaAm [i.e., them that
sacrificed unto them].
|7| And he tore down the
batim (houses) of hakedeshim
(the male and female cult
prostitutes) that were in the
Beis Hashem, where the
nashim were weaving
hangings for Asherah.
|8| And he brought all the
Kohanim out of the towns of
Yehudah, and made tameh
the high places where the
kohanim had burned ketoret,
from Geva to Beer Sheva, and
broke down the high places at
the she'arim (gates) that were
at the entrance of the Sha'ar
Yehoshua sar Ir, which
were on one's left at the Sha'ar
HaIr.
|9| Nevertheless the kohanim
of the high places came not up
to the Mizbe'ach Hashem in
Yerushalayim, only they did
eat of the matzot among their
achim.
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