Shmuel Bais 17, 18

be with him are Bnei Chayil
(valiant men).

| 11| Therefore, I counsel that
kol Yisroel be fully gathered
unto thee, from Dan even to
Beer-Sheva, as the chol (sand)
that is by the yam for multi-
tude; and that thou thyself go
into battle in person.

| 12| So shall we come upon
him in some makom where he
shall be found, and we will
light upon him as the tal (dew)
falleth on the adamah; and of
him and of kol ha’anashim
that are with him there shall
not be left so much as one.

| 13| Moreover, if he has
withdrawn into a city, then
shall kol Yisroel bring
chavalim (ropes) to that city,
and we will draw it into the
ravine, until there be not one
small stone found there.

| 14| And Avshalom and kol
Ish Yisroel said, The etza
(counsel) of Chushai the Arki
is better than the etza of
Achitophel. For Hashem had
resolved to annul the etza of
Achitophel, to the intent that
Hashem might bring ra'ah
upon Avshalom.

|15] Then said Chushai unto
Tzadok and to Evyatar
(Abiathar) the kohanim, Thus
and thus did Achitophel
counsel Avshalom and the
Ziknei Yisroel; and thus and
thus have I counselled.

| 16| Now therefore send
quickly, and tell Dovid, saying,
Spend not halailah (this night)
in the plains of the midbar,
but speedily cross over; lest
HaMelech be swallowed up,
and kol haAm that are with
him.

| 17| Now Yonatan and
Achima’atz stayed by Ein-
Rogel; for they dared not be
seen to come into the Ir; and a
shifchah went and told them,;
and they went and told Dovid
HaMelech.

| 18] Nevertheless a na'ar saw
them, and told Avshalom; but
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they went both of them away
quickly, and came to a bais
ish in Bachurim, which had a
be'er (well) in his khatzer; to
where they went down.

|19] And the isha took and
spread a masakh (covering,
curtain) over the mouth of the
be'er, and spread hulled grain
thereon; and the thing was not
known.

|20| And when the avadim of
Avshalom came to the bais to
the isha, they said, Where is
Achima’atz and Yonatan? And
the isha said unto them, They
are gone over the brook of
mayim. And when they had
sought and could not find
them, they returned to
Yerushalayim.

[21]| And it came to pass,
after they were departed, that
they climbed up out of the
be'er (well), and went and told
Dovid HaMelech, and said
unto Dovid, Arise, and cross
quickly over the mayim; for
thus hath Achitophel
counselled against you.

|22| Then Dovid arose, and
kol haAm that were with him,
and they crossed over Yarden;
by the ohr haboker there
lacked not one of them that
was not gone over Yarden.
[23| And when Achitophel
saw that his etza (counsel,
advice) was not followed, he
saddled his chamor, and
arose, and went home to his
bais, to his town, and put his
bais (household) in order,
vayyekhanak (and he
strangled, hanged himself),
and died, and was buried in
the kever aviv (tomb of his
father).

|24 | Then Dovid came to
Machanayim. And Avshalom
passed over Yarden, he and all
the Ish Yisroel with him.

|25| And Avshalom
appointed Amasa over the
tzava (army) instead of Yoav;
now Amasa was ben ish shmo
Yitra a Yisroeli, that went in to
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|26] So Yisroel and Avshalom
encamped in Eretz Gil* ad.
[27]| And it came to pass,
when Dovid was come to
Machanayim, that Shovi Ben
Nachash of Rabbah of the
Bnei Ammon, and Machir Ben
Ammiel of Lo-Devar, and
Barzillai the Gileadi of
Roglim,

|28 | Brought mishkav
(bedding) and sappot (bowls)
and earthen vessels, and
chittim (wheat), and se'orim
(barley), and kemakh (flour),
and roasted grain, and pol
(beans), and adashim (lentils),
and roasted seeds,

|29] And devash, and
khemah (curds), and tzon, and
cheeses of the herd, for Dovid,
and for HaAm that were with
him, to eat; for they said,
HaAm are hungry, and weary,
and tzameh (thirsty), in the
midbar.

And Dovid
1 8mustered HaAm
that were with him,

and set sarei alafim, and sarei
me'ot over them.

|2| And Dovid sent forth a
third part of the people under
the yad Yoav, and a third part
under the yad Avishai Ben
Tzeruyah (Yoav's brother), and
a third part under the yad
Ittai the Gitti. And HaMelech
said unto HaAm, I will surely
go forth with you myself also.

| 3| But HaAm answered,
Thou shalt not go forth; for if
we flee away, they will not set
their lev on us; neither if half
of us die, will they set their lev
on us; but now thou art worth
ten thousand of us; therefore,
now it is better that thou
support us from the Ir [i.e.,
Machanayim)].

|4| And HaMelech said unto
them, What seemeth you best I
will do. And HaMelech stood
by the side of the sha'ar, and



