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smoke), Binyamin looked 
behind them, and, 
hinei, the whole Ir ascended 
up in smoke to Shomayim. 
|41| And when the Ish Yisroel 
turned again, the Ish 
Binyamin were terrified; for 
they saw that ra'ah was come 
upon them. 
|42| Therefore they turned 
their backs before the Ish 
Yisroel unto the derech 
hamidbar; but the milchamah 
overtook them; and them 
which came out of the towns 
[of Binyamin] the ones [the 
Bnei Yisroel] cutting down him 
[Binyamin] in the midst of it. 
|43| Thus surrounding those 
of Binyamin, they chased 
them, and trampled them 
down with ease nokhach 
Giv'ah  (straight before Giv'ah) 
toward the rising of the 
shemesh. 
|44| And there fell of 
Binyamin eighteen thousand 
ish; all these were anshei 
chayil. 
|45| And they turned and fled 
toward the midbar unto the 
Rock of Rimmon; and they cut 
down of them in the roads five 
thousand ish; and pursued 
hard after them unto Gidom, 
and slaughtered two thousand 
ish of them. 
|46| So that all which fell that 
day of Binyamin were twenty 
and five thousand ish armed 
with cherev; all these were 
anshei chayil. 
|47| But six hundred ish 
turned and fled to the midbar 
unto the Rock of Rimmon, 
and abode unto the Rock of 
Rimmon four months. 
|48| And the Ish Yisroel 
turned back upon the Bnei 
Binyamin, and struck them 
with the edge of the cherev, 
including every town, the 
people, the behemah, and all 
that remained; also they 
burned with eish all the towns 
that they came to.  

Now the Ish Yisroel 
had taken an oath 
in Mitzpah, saying, 

There shall not any of us give 
his bat unto Binyamin as isha. 
|2| And HaAm went to Beit- 
El, and abode there till erev 
before HaElohim, and lifted 
up their voices, and wept 
gadol; 
|3| And said, Hashem Elohei 
Yisroel, why is this come to 
pass in Yisroel, that there 
should be today shevet echad 
lacking in Yisroel? 
|4| And it came to pass on the 
next day, that HaAm rose 
early, and built there a 
Mizbe'ach, and offered olot 
and shelamim. 
|5| And the Bnei Yisroel said, 
Who is there among kol 
Shivtei Yisroel that came not 
up with the Kahal unto 
Hashem? For they had made 
the shevuah hagedolah 
concerning him that came not 
up before Hashem to Mitzpah, 
saying, He shall surely be put 
to death. 
|6| And the Bnei Yisroel had 
compassion for Binyamin 
their brother, and said, There 
is shevet echad cut off from 
Yisroel this day. 
|7| How shall we do for 
nashim for them that remain, 
seeing we have taken an oath 
by Hashem that we will not 
give them of our banot as 
nashim? 
|8| And they said, What one 
is there of the Shivtei Yisroel 
that came not up to Mitzpah 
to Hashem? And, hinei, there 
came none to the machaneh 
from Yavesh-Gilead to the 
Kahal. 
|9| For HaAm were 
numbered, and, hinei, there 
were none of the inhabitants 
of Yavesh-Gilead there. 
|10| And HaEdah sent 
thither 12,000 ish of the Bnei 
HeChayil, and commanded 
them, saying, Go and strike  

the inhabitants of Yavesh-
Gilead with the edge of the 
cherev, with the women and 
the children. 
|11| And this is the thing that 
ye shall do, Ye shall utterly 
destroy every zakhar, and 
every isha that hath da'as of 
lying with man. 
|12| And they found among 
the inhabitants of Yavesh-
Gilead four hundred na'arah 
betulah, that had known no 
man by lying with any zakhar; 
and they brought them unto 
the machaneh at Shiloh, 
which is in Eretz Kena'an. 
|13| And the kol HaEdah  
sent some to speak to the   
Bnei Binyamin that were at 
the Rock of Rimmon, and to 
proclaim shalom unto them. 
|14| And Binyamin came 
again at that time; and they 
gave them nashim which they 
had saved alive of the women 
of Yavesh-Gilead; but they 
sufficed not for them. 
|15| And HaAm had 
compassion for Binyamin, 
because Hashem had made a 
breach in the Shivtei Yisroel. 
|16| Then the Ziknei HaEdah 
(Elders of the Congregation) 
said, How shall we do for 
nashim for them that remain, 
seeing the isha are destroyed 
out of Binyamin? 
|17| And they said, There 
must be yerushah (heir) for 
them that be survivor of 
Binyamin, that a shevet be not 
destroyed out of Yisroel. 
|18| Howbeit we may not give 
them nashim of our banot; for 
the Bnei Yisroel have sworn, 
saying, Cursed be he that 
giveth an isha to Binyamin. 
|19| Then they said, Hinei, 
there is chag Hashem (feast of 
Hashem) in Shiloh yearly in a 
place which is on the north 
side of Beit El, on the east side 
of the road that goeth  
up from Beit El to  
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