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Messianic Jewish version of Maimonides’ “Thirteen
Principles or Articles of Faith” in Hebrew

Around 1913, Joseph Immanuel Landsman wrote a Hebrew Messianic
Jewish version of the Maimonides "Thirteen Principles or Articles of
Faith," that is now standard in the siddur (Jewish prayer-book)." Its
Hebrew title is Ikarei Emunatenu Hakedosha (Hebrew for "The
Principles of Our Holy Faith"). The Landsman piece is a pastiche or
parody (depending how you look at it; imitation is the best form of
flattery as they say) of the Rambam'’s original.

It is virtually unknown to modern Messianic Jews. The version in the
pdf file includes a nearly century-old English translation by David
Baron from The Scattered Nation (1914) and the Hebrew original of
Landsman's "Thirteen Principles” with a Yiddish translation at the
bottom of each page. At the end, it includes a transcription | made
of the Hebrew part only to print out a legible copy.

Such liturgy today among Messianic Jews is uncommon. Most
Messianic Jews today for various reasons prefer to employ the
simplified versions of the traditional siddur.

Jorge

! Maimonides is is also known as the Rambam, which is an acronym for Rabbi
Moshe Ben-Maimon. He lived in the 12th Century and is among the most
important Sephardic rabbis who has lived due to his literary works: specifically his
philosophical and legal writings.
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g | The ]ewxsh Creed and Our Hebrew

Chrxstian Confessron of Faith.

BY DAVID BAROI\

(HE spirit and beliefs of modern
Rabbinic Judaism—as far as
_they can, be systematised—

‘may be said to embody themselves

in the Thirteen Avticles of Faith
which were formulated by Maimo-
nides in the twelfth cen‘turyf and
which, originally appearing in his
commentary to the Mishna |San-
hedrin, eventually became; the
authorised creed of the Synagogue,
and arc repeated daily by orthodox:

~Jews in all the countries of their
dispersion. '

These “ Articles,” though em-
bodying some of the great founda-
tion truths of revelation which are
common alike to Jews and Chris-
tians, are nevertheless not’ free

from an anti-Christian tendency,

and are-influenced by a contro-
versial spirit against the doctrines

of the New Testament.

‘Thus, to point out only two or
three instances, the Confession in
Article 2 that * the Creator (blessed
be  His name!) is one, nd no
unity - is like unto His m any
form,”’ was intended to controvert
the Christian, or biblical, doctrm°

of the Triunity.* Article 3 was

*.Tt is noteworthy that,.in order to

mphasme the ‘doctrine of an:absoluts -
; mty ‘of the Godhead, Maimonides uses
.. a:word  which is never used. in _the
~. Bible:* ‘The word used-in‘the Hebrew

Bible" to express God's unity - is . oy

" {echad—as, - for instance; Deut. vi. Y
: but thlS word means ‘“ one’”’ not in an

H
9
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probably intended as a protest
against divine worship being ren-
dered to our Lord Jesus Christ;
while the affirmation in Article g
that the law of Moses ** will not be
changed, and that there will be no
other law (or dispensation) given
by the Creator (blessed be His
name!) " is intended to contradict

the Christian doctrine of the

abolition of the ceremonial law by
the death of Christ, and the in-
troduction® of the New Cove-
nant, which is based on * better
promises.”’

In connection with the celebra-
tion of the twenty-first anniver-
sary of our Heébrew Christian
Testimony to Israel last April,
our dear brother, Mr. Landsman,
was led, with our full approval,
to draw up a Confession of Faith
which could be put into the hands -
of Jews, who often ask us what
we really believe, and wherein we
differ i our faith from the majority
of our people. It is not an easy
matter to give a full and adequate
expression of the qavmg truths of
our holy faith in ary set form of
-words ; above all, it is impossible

absolute but in a compound or uniled
sense, and is quite in accord with the
biblical doctrine of a Triunity. Instead
of g Maimonides uses 1T (yachid),
which means.one in an absolute sense—
a word which, as already said, is never
used of God in the Hebrew Scnptures
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to compress the ifz of faith which
is ours in Christ into any creed or
man-made formulas;: but our

- - brother in gathering up and giving

. éxpression to ‘‘ those things which
- are ‘most surely believed among
’ has confined himself almost
entlrely to the inspired words and
expressions of Holy Scriptu re. It
~was drawn up by Mr. Landsman
first in Hebrew, and was translated
» In its
- style, especially in the Hebrew, our
Confession of Faith follows closely
.- the Articles of the Jewish Creed,
" which also begin each time with
“the formula: “1 believe with
a perfect faith,” and, like them,
-our * Confessions ” also number
thirteen.” ;

- The translation into English was
made by the Editor, who has taken
the liberty of rendering several of

“the sentences rather freely.
. I would add that. our ‘“ Confes-
sion ”’ has been published—under

-the title of ‘“ The Foundations of -

our Holy Faith”—in three dif-
ferent forms: (1) In Hebrew only,
in fine large .type in pamphlet
form; (2) in' pamphlet form in
~ the same large Heébrew type, with
a Yiddish translation.underneath ;
(3) on a large sheet, suitable for
framing and hanging on the wall,
In specially made large Hdarew
letters. e :

. Specimen copies’ w1ll be gladly
- 'sent freely to workers among the
Jews,; either in England or abroad,

©or to- Hebrew ChrlstLan“"' ‘bréthren ]

_anywhere who will” lundly apply

for them. 1In larger numbers the
: b ,
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pamphlets will gladly be supi:olied
to missionaries of other missions

- at cost price, or gratis if they can-

not afford to pay for them.

I now give, first, the translation
of “ The Thirteen Articles *’ of the °
Jewish Creed, and, secondly, the
English version of our Hebrew
Christian Confession.

May the day soon come when all
Israel will substitute our fuller
confession of faith in the Triune
God of Israel as He has revealed .
Himself to our fathers, and the
life-giving truths of the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Medi-
ator” of the New Covenant, for
their mere abstract belief in a
‘“unicity ”’ of the Godhead and the
trust in the observances of com- -
mandments and ordinances which
had their real significance as types
and shadows of better things- to
come. :

: I

~ THE JEwisH CREED. 4
- 1.—I believe with a perfect faith
that the Creator—blessed be His
name !—is both Credtor and Ruler
of all created beings, and that He
alone hath wmade, dolth make, and
ever will make all works of nature.

2.—1 believe with a perfect faith
that the Creator—blessed be His -
: and no Unity is

name I—is One, i
like His tn any form ; and that He

alone is our God, who was, and 1s,

and ever will be. , -

3.—1I ‘believe with a perfect Saith
Creator—blessed be His
name |—is not. a body; and no
corporeal relations apply to. Him ;




AR

T~ %

i
t

C and tkat L’here exists nothmg that
- has any szmzlamty to Hzm

.._,4-——I be teve. with a ﬁerfect faith

that -'the - Creator—blessed be -His
" name I—was the first, cmd will also

be the last.

5.—I believe with a ;‘narfect faith
that the Credtor—blessed be His
name I—is alone worthy of being

, B worshipped, and that no other bemg
48 worthy of our worship..

6.—I believe with a peérfect faith

' that all the words of the Prophels are
,irue SR A

-.—I believe wu’h a perfcct faith

o that the ;brophecy of Moses, our
- " Master—peace
. was true and ﬂmi' he “was the
" chief of the Prophets, both of those

that preceded him and of those that

: uj)on Him I—

followed him.

“8.—I belwve with a perfect faith
. that the Law which we possess now
45 the same that hath been given fo

-~ Moses, our M aster——peace be wupon

" Him! :

9‘—-——I belzeve zmth a perfecl fath‘
‘that this. Law will not be changed,
and that there will be no other Law

(4 dzspensatwn) given by the Creator

‘——blessed be His name!

10.—1 believe with a jberfea faith

that the Creator——blessed be His

“name I—knoweth all thef?actmns of
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‘rewardeth those that keep His com-

mandments, and =~ punisheth those
that transgress His commandments.

t2.—I believe with a perfect faith

in the coming of the Messiah ; and

although He may tarry I daily hope _
Sfor His coming. ,

13— believe with a perfect faith
that there will take place a resur-
rection of the dead at a time which
will please the Creator—Dblessed be
His name, and exalted His memonal
Jor ever and ever !

II.

Our HesBrew CHRISTIAN CON-
FESSION ; OR, . THE FouNDa-
TIONS OF OUR HoLy FAITH.

. 1.—I believewitha perfect faith*

in Jehoveh, the Eternal God of

Israel, the God of Love and Sal-

- vation, the Creator of heaven and

earth, and of all things visible and
invisible. He is the One God and

g Fa‘ther."._kOf Him, and through

Him, and to Him are all things,
‘and. He is over all and with all and
in all.  His is the glory for ever.

' Amen

‘1 John iv. 7~15, John iii. 16;
Rom: v. 8: Gen. i 1; Psa.xxxiii..
6.1 Cor. viii. 6; Eph. iv,6;
Rom. xi.36;  Mark xii. 28——34;
]ohn xvii. 23. '
2.—1 believe with a perfect faith
‘that God-—blessed be His Name |—
is Spirit,. and that. the -true wor-

shippers must. worshlp thelr Father -

* I~ Yetain: the, 1d10m 4in the Hebrew -
formila; used by -Mr. Landsman, which," -
-as exp]a.!ned above, 15'the same as that :
L with which the Thu‘teen Artlcles of ‘the ™

«" Jewish' Creed;- commence. What: is.

meant-is 1 beheve ﬁrmly, "or !t with - -
aJI my heart Tl i '




-Ghost and with power.
in all points tempted as we are,
~ but without sin. . He glorified His
..* Father in heaven, and‘masc_le known
. His Name and His holy will to
_ ' the. children of men.
. “about on earth doing good to the
“children of Israel.
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in heaven in spirit and in trath,
for- with such worshippers the
Father is well pleased..

John iv. 21-24; Romi. xii. I
Heb. xii. 15; James i. 27.

3.—~1 b~elieve with a perfect faith

. in  Jesus Christ our Lord, the
only begotten and well-beloved of |
‘His Father in heaven, whom God

raised up to be the Redeemer of
Israel, according to the promise
which He made to our fathers by
the mouth of His holy pfophets—

-~ Who for us men and our salva-
o tion descended from heaven and
became man. '

He was conceived of %che Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,

- of - the seed of David, and was

anointed of God with the Holy
He was

He walked

‘He bore the reproach of sinvers,

“and was afflicted and humbled
‘Himself unto death;
~ death of the cross—the Righteous
* One for the wicked. .
©  He was wounded for our trans-
. gressions ; He was bruised for our
~iniquities ; - thé chastisement of
" our peace was upon Him; and
= with His stripes we are healed.
“"  Wherefore also God hath highly
. exalted Him, and raised Him up
' again from the dead onthe third

vea, the

day after His death and burial:

1
1

He showed Himself openly to His
disciples after His resurrection,
and ascended into heaven, where
He now sitteth at the right hand
of God ; but thence He shall comie
again a second time in glory to set
up His Kingdom, restore all things,
and to judge the quick and the
dead. )

He shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever,and of His Kingdom
there shall be no end.

Matt. xvi. 13-17, iii. 17, xvii. 5;
TLuke ii. 1o, 11; John iii. 13;
Phil. ii. 5-11; Matt. i, 1, 18-23;
Rom. i. 3, 4; Matt. iii. 13-17;
Acts x. 38; Heb. i. 13, 14, ii. 17,
18, xii. 2, 3; 1 Peter iii. 18;
Isa. Hii.: Matt.- xx. 28, xxvi.
26, 27; Acts ii. 2236, iii. 1226,
iv. 812, v. 30, 31 ; Rom. viii. 34;
Acts i. g-11; 2 Tim. iv. 1; Luke
1. 33, 34. T

~ 4—1I believe with a perfect faith

that Jesus Christ our Lord is the:
image of the invisible God, the
effulgence of His glory, the very

image of His being, and the pre-

existing cause of all things. He

is the power of God and the wis-

dom of God. In Him dwelleth the

fulness of the Godhead bodily, and -
in Him are hid all the treasures of -
wisdom and knowledge. He that
seeth Him seeth our Father .in
heaven. He is the Way, the Truth
and the Life, and no one cometh
unto the Father but by Him.

" Matt. xi. 26-30; Col. i. 15-I7;
Heb. i. 1—4; I;Cor. i. 23, 243
Col. ii. 3, 9; John xiv. 1-14.
5.—I believe with a 'p‘erfect faith
that for us first God did raise up.
Jesus Christ, and sent Him to bless -
and. to save His people fromall -
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their sins; and although our
fathers rebelled and sinned against
Him, . God did not cast off His
.people, but exalted Jesus to be a
Prince and a Saviour.to give
repentance unto Israel and the
forgiveness of sins—even to as
many as believe on.the Name of
Jesus Christ with a true and
perfect heart.

. écts iii. 25, 26, xiii. 26, v. 31,

iii. 19, 20. :

6.—I believe with a perfect.faith
that' by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge- of God our
fathers rebelled against the Messiah
Jesus the King of Israel and his
glory, that through their {fall
salvation may come to the Gentiles,
that they might be brought near
~'to-God and to His salvation in the
" Messiah. But when the fulness of
the Gentiles $hall be gathered into
His Kingdom then all Israel shall
be saved with an everlasting salva-

tion, and the earth shall be filled

.with the knowledge of God, and
- .Jehovah shall be ng over all the
- earth.

Acts ii. 23, iii. 17, 18, vii. 5I, 52 ;
Rom. xi. 11-32 ; Isa. xi. I-10.

~ 71 believe with a perfect faith
that the Messiah through His cross,
- when He offered Himself as a

o prop1tlat10n for the sins: of the
. whole world, abolished the law

of cotrimandments and’  ordi-

‘ffnances which was the source of

- enmity between J'ews and Genhles

©and’ broke: down the mlddle wall

“of partition that He mlght create

S ;m Hlmself of the two One new.

man, reconciling both unto God,
and creating peace between them.
And now there is neither Jew nor
Greek ; there is neither bond nor
free ; there is neither male nor

female, but all are one in Christ

Jesus.
Eph. 1. 14-22; Gal. iii. 26-29;
Col. iii. 10, 11. .

8.—I believe with a perfect faith
that the Messiah is the end of the
law unto righteousness to all them
that believe on Him, and that it
is by faith in Him apart from the

works of the law that men are

justified before God; for by the
works of the law no flesh can
either be justified or perfected.

Rom. x. 4, iii. 21-30, iv. 5; Gal. ii.
15-17, iii. 10, 11; Heb. vii. 18, 19.

9.—I believe with a perfect faith

that in Christ Jesus neither circum-
cision availeth anything nor un-
circumcision, but a new creation,

* and faith which worketh by love ;

for love out of a pure heart is the
end of the whole law and its true
fulfilment, and whoever is in
Christ is a new creation, created
unto good works.

Gal. v. 5, vi. 15;
Rom. xiii. 8-10;
Eph. ii. 1o.

1 Tim. i. 53
2 Cor. v. 17;

10.-~1 believe with a perfect
faith in the Holy Spirit, the
Blessed Comforter, Who dwelleth

for ever with them that believe, to
sanctify them and to lead them .

into all truth.
John xiv. 16, 17, 26, xvi. 7-14.

11.—I believe with a perfect
faith that God, Who spake unto

- PR,
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o Qur:féthers through the prophets,
. hath in the last days spoken unto

us by His Son Jesus the Messiah,

- and that both alike are the words

of the living God.

Heb. i. 1; 2z Peter i. 21; John vi.
63, 68, vil. 16-18, xii. 44—50.

12.—1 believe with a perfect

- faith that the Holy Scriptures

which we now possess were written
by the Holy Spirit, and are able
to- make us wise unto Salvation

through faith in the Messiah Jesus,
‘and to lead us in the ways of

righteousness so that we may be
perfect and completely : furnished
unto all good works.

2 Tim. iii. 15-17; Heb. iv. 12, 13.

-

I.—The Work Among the
Children.

By Miss ELNA STENIUS.

b‘"‘_ f S we look back on the last

4months in the Mission House,
“the work among the chil-
dren occupies quite a prominent

place in our thonghts, as indeed it .
“ ‘has always done.

Beside the Sunday School, we

' have had five classes during the
. week, two of which are partly for
" sewing—a fact greatly appreciated
- by our young girls. These who
‘. are clever with their needle have
" succeeded, under the able direction
. of Miss Friedrichs, in making not
. less .than eight. or ‘nine, garments.
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13.—I1 believe with a perfect
faith in one holy Catholic Church,
consisting of the whole congrega-
tion of the saints, and built on the
foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets, Jesus the Messiah Him-
self being the chief Corner-stone.
I believe in one baptism ; in the
forgiveness of sins; in the resur-
rection of the dead, and in the
life everlasting. Amen.

Eph. ii. 19-22; Rom. xii. 4, 53
1 Cor. xii. 12, 13; Col. i. 18:
t Cor.i. 2; 2 Cor.i. 1; Eph.i. x;
Phil. i. 1; Eph.iv. 5; Acts i1. 38 ;
Eph.i. 7, 8; Col.i.14; I John i.
8, ¢g; 1 Cor. xv.; John v. 24-29,
vi. 32—-53.

s quk Among the Women and Children.

This is a good help to them, taking
into. consideration that thev are
in many cases very scantily pro-
vided with clothes from their
homes. These sewing-classes end
with a Bible talk, prayer, and sing-
ing of some English hymns, which
the children love very much.
Apart from these two classes—of
which one is for smaller, the other
for rather bigger girls—we have had
three weekly Bible classes with the
children, apart from the precious
little prayer meetings at the close
of one or two of these Bible classes.
Friday evening is set apart for
the boys, being the only evening
in the week when they do not go
to learn Hebrew, and it is encourag-
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