Read Me for Joseph Rabinowitz” Writings
By Jorge Quifionez (Sept. 1, 2005; Updated Aug. 8, 2006)

Included in this PDF file is a collection of Joseph Rabinowitz (hereafter R) principal
Hebrew writings and along with translations by others. Those who want a complete
bibliography and biography are referred to the Kai Kjar-Hansen’s work.'

The following is included in this collection (in order):

1) Tefila (R’s congregational prayer book) along with an English translation edited
by Jorge Quifidnez (81 pages).

2) R’s Passover/Easter Service including a complete English translation (10 pages).’

3) A collection of articles from Peculiar People that include English translations of
part of Tefila, an introduction on R by Deliztsch and R’s own autobiography, and
R’s view on Zionism (26 pages).”

4) English translations by James Adler and others of some of R’s sermons and
liturgical material from Tefila (45 pages).’

5) A tract of two sermons in Hebrew (9 pages).®

6) R’s Hebrew sermon anthology, Devarim Nekhumim (94 pages).’

7) R’s dialogue between two Jews in English (17 pages).® [NEW Aug. 8, 2006]

My thanks to Kai Kjaer-Hansen for supplying me with copies of Tefila and Devarim
Nekhumim.

! Kai Kjer-Hansen, Joseph Rabinowitz and the Messianic Movement (Grand Rapids, Michigan:
Eerdmans/Handsel, 1995).

? Joseph Rabinowitz, Tefila ve-Tkarei Emuna le-Benei Berit ha-Khadasha (Kishinev, 1892); Jorge
Quiidénez (ed.), Prayers and Principles of Faith of the Children of Isra’el of the New Covenant [transcribed
ed.] (San Diego, 1898).

? The Hebrew text is from: Franz Delitzsch (ed.), Documente der national-jiidischen christgliubigen
Bewegung in Siidrussland (Erlangen, 1884), XVIII-XXII; The English translation is from: G. Frohwein, “A
Hebrew Christian Haggada of the Nineteenth Century,” Hebrew Christian 28:1 (Spring 1955), 20-24.

*«“A Jewish Christian Confession of Faith,” The Peculiar People [PP] 2:10 (Jan 1890), 232-39; “Joseph
Rabbinowitsch,” PP 10:11 (Feb 1898), 242-57; “Joseph Rabinowitz on Zionism,” PP 10:12 (Mar 1898),
287-88.

> James Adler (translator & ed.), Articles, Creeds, and Form of Worship of Joseph Rabinowitch and the
Sons of the New Covenant (London: Shaw and Wheeler, 1885); J. Adler (translator & ed.), Mr. Joseph
Rabinowitz’s Sermons and Addresses (London, 1887?); “Sermon by Mr. Rabinovitz,” Jewish Intelligence
(July 1886), 120-121.

® J. Rabinowitz, Lekhu u-neshuva / Zwei Predigten in dem Gotteshause Bethlehem in Kischinew [from
Hosea 6:1], Series- Schriften des Institutum Judaicum in Leipzig Number 9 (Leipzig: Dorffling & Franke,
1885).

" J. Rabinowitz, Devarim Nekhumim (Kishinev, 1897).

¥ Joseph Rabinowitz, What is an Israelite of the New Convenant? (London, 1895).



README FILE (MARCH 22, 2005)

This is Joseph Rabinowitz's prayerbook, haTefilah, which I obtained from

Dr. Kai Kjaer-Hansen of Denmark in the late 1990s. I took the trouble back then of
retyping it into the computer. Since then, I lost the original Word file (I didn't back-up
my data). I only had a hard copy (a print out) that I scanned in today as a pdf file on Mac
OS X using GraphicConverter, a Brother 9700 multifunction device, my iBook G4, and
Mac OS X (10.3.8).

haTefilah while based largely on the Hebrew translation of the Anglican prayer-book
from the mid-19th century is still an example of one of the first liturgical attempts by a

Jewish believer in Yeshua in modern times. This pdf file contains the following:

1) The photocopy of haTefilah that Dr. Kjaer-Hansen sent me.
2) My transcription along with a readable translation for most of it.

Enjoy. It's all public domain. Comments are welcome.
Jorge

jorgequinonez@yahoo.com
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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Complete
Jewish Bible. Copyright by David H. Stern, Jewish New Testament Publications, Inc.,
1998.

Introduction and non-biblical translations are ©1998 by Jorge Quifiénez. All rights
reserved.

INTRODUCTION

Thursday, March 5, 1998.

This new and improved edition of Rabinowitz’ Tefilah original 1892
edition. It excels in many ways from Rabinowitz’ original work. Primarily, it
is completely vocalized, the 1892 edition was not (save for the Shemz and a
few occasional words) and includes an English translation. Linguistically, the
text is trilingual: Hebrew (85%), Yiddish (9%), and Russian (6%).

This writer would like to thank Kai Kjer-Hansen for all of his
assistance. His published articles, in particular “Two Nineteenth Century
Hebrew ‘Siddurim’” (Mishkan, No. 25, 1996, pp. 50-59) and his book, Joseph
Rabinowitz and the Messianic Movement (1995) were instrumental in
beginning my interest in “Messianic Rabbi” Joseph Rabinowitz and his works.

Anyone who has not at least read the Rabinowitz book should stop
now and go acquire a copy and read it. It is required reading:

The 1892 edition of Tefilah was employed for this current edition. I
used a second generation photocopy which Kai Kjsr-Hansen so graciously
provided. As I understood him, the original work is housed in Israel, in the
Jewish National and University Library. Even though this current edition is
based on a photocopy, it is quite accurate due to the clarity of the photocopy I
received. However, any dubious Hebrew words or letters which I could not
decipher from the photocopy are so marked in brackets with question marks
with possible readings also given.

All vocalized biblical text are based on either the standard scholarly
edition of the Tanach, Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Second Edition, 1984)
and cross checked with the de facto modern Israeli Hebrew Bible, the Koren
edition of the Tanach, ©'2%> D°8*2) 7N (1990). The vocalization for the
traditional siddur prayers comes from standard Orthodox Jewish Siddurim
(to many to list). It should be noted that since this is not a Hebrew Bible; but a
Hebrew prayer book, all Biblical text, while being vocalized, are not fully
cantillated (i.e., without the teamim “tropes”).

Based on all of this primary source material, [ have taken the liberty to
make corrections to Rabinowitz’ original text. In particular are the corrections
to Rabinowitz’ full spelling of all of his biblical citations which I have
accordingly changed to the plene or defective spelling which is what the
Hebrew Scriptures employ (i.e., if it was good enough for the Massoretes than
it should be good enough for Rabinowitz). Actually, the reason why
Rabinowitz used full spelling was that the text was not vocalized (non-
vocalized text uses extra yods and vavs to give readers clues on how to
pronounce the text). However, now that it is there is no reason to employ it.

On rare occasions, I did correct simple typos on the part of Rabinowitz
(which are based on meticulous comparisons with the original sources, ie.,
the Hebrew Bible or standard siddurim). Also, I have not over-‘dageshed” the
Hebrew letters as Rabinowitz does; for some odd reason, he far too often uses
the dagesh (the dot or point that goes in the center of Hebrew letters) placing
where its optional or not needed.

Any additions to the text are in brackets. Any such additions (in
Hebrew) are made only to help elucidate an difficult to understand Hebrew



words or phrases or obscure Hebrew abbreviations. Also, in brackets are
biblical citations which are included in both Hebrew and English, which for
the most part Rabinowitz did not include.

The following people were invaluable in helping me complete this
work: Hadara Hyman, who took the time to completely manually vocalize
the Hebrew text, proof-reading what I had typed in, and translating several
sections that proved too difficult for me to translate; Michael Hyman, for his
help in determining the meaning of the some of the obscure Hebrew
abbreviations used by Rabinowitz; Bernard Rubenstein for proofreading the
Yiddish section; David Stern for allowing me to use his translation of the
Bible; and Karina for translating the Russian parts and also proof-reading the
Russian text 1 had typed in.

Biblical citations are included in both Hebrew and English (Rabinowitz
did not include this).
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The Cantor says in a loud voice:

[Matthew 3:2]

Turn from your sins to God,
because the Kingdom of
Heaven is near!

{Hosea 6:1-3]

Come, let us return to ADONAI: for he has
torn, and he will heal us; he has struck, and
he will bind our wounds. After two days, he
will revive us; on the third day, he will raise
us up; and we will live in his presence. Let
us know, let us strive to know ADONAL
That he will come is at certain as morning;
he will come to us like the rain, like the
spring rains that water the earth.
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We are guiltier than any people. No other
generation felt such shame. Uncover in us
any joy. Make our hearts faint in our sins [?
?] our glory [?]. Our Temple is used for
sacrificing idols. We trusted it in our sins.
Our castle was destroyed was destroyed.
The beauty of our land belongs to strangers
as does our strength. In front of our eyes
what we toiled for was exploited.

On us [? ?] from us. It was given to us
eternally. We wore our suffering on our
shoulders. Servants governed us. There is
no letting up. We were surrounded by
many troubles. We called for you ADONAI,
our God. You distance yourself from us in
our spiritual poverty. We lost our way and
we were lost ourselves.
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Now we are returning to you with all our
heart and soul. We know our sins and our
transgressions will always be against us. El
Shaddai, my merciful Father, have mercy on
us wretched and miserable sinners. Spare
oh ADONAI those who confess their sins.
Bring back those who repent, as you
promised, and as you made it known to
man through Yeshua the Messiah, our Lord.
For his sake, my merciful Father, let us walk
in front of you from this day forward in fear
of God, in justice and unblemished, to
honor and glorify your holy name.

Amen!
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The Lord’s Prayer
[Matthew 6:9-13]

Our Father in heaven!
May your Name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us the food we need today.
And forgive us what we have done wrong,
as we too have forgiven those who have wronged us.
And do not lead us into hard testing,
but keep us safe from the Evil One.
For kingship, power,

and glory are yours forever. Amen.
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The Cantor

Blessed is ADONAI, the only God!

The Congregation

Blessed is ADONAI, the blessed one!

[Psalms 33]

Rejoice in ADONAI you righteous!

Praise is well-suited to the upright.

Give thanks to ADONAI with the lyre,

sing praises to him with a ten-stringed harp.
Sing to him a new song,

make music at your best among shouts of joy.
For the word of ADONAI is true,

and all his work is trustworthy.

He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the grace of ADONAL

By the word of ADONALI the heavens were made,
and their whole host by a breath from his mouth.
He collects the sea waters together in a heap;

he puts the deeps in storehouses.

Let all the earth fear ADONALI!
Let all living in the world stand in awe of him.
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For he spoke, and there it was;
he commanded, and there it stood.

ADONAI brings to nothing the plans of nations,
he foils the plans of the peoples.

But the counsel ADONAI stands forever,

his heart’s plans are for all generations.

How blessed is the nation whose God is ADONA],
the people he chose as his heritage!

ADONAI looks out from heaven;

he sees every human being;

from the place where he lives

he watches everyone living on earth,
he who fashioned the hearts of them all
and understands all they do.

A king is not saved by the size of his army,

a strong man not delivered by his great strength
To rely on a horse for safety is vain,

nor does its great power assure escape.

But ADONAI’s eyes watch over those who fear him,
over those who wait for his grace

to rescue them from death

and keep them alive in famine.

We are waiting for ADONAI

he is our help and shield.

For in him our hearts rejoice,

because we trust in his holy name.

May your mercy, ADONAI be over us,
because we put our hope in you.



_9_

[r:o 5-12:2" OPIN :1-T:1 02T

O8N Dy
ORI 0N

TN T DN DR
YR T7223 72277003
gl aRpnl
T 977 DTN

[8:2p ©onn] .D000R 7P CBNP DU O Cnd

w IR oW AN C2p 521 M cwel o7a



_9_
Hear, O Isra’el: ADONAI
our God, ADONALI is One.

You must love the ADONALI
your God with all your heart,
with all your soul and with
all your strength. And you
must love neighbor as
yourself.

On weekdays Psalm 103 is recited [Psalms 103:1]
Bless ADONAI, my soul! Everything in me, bless his holy name!
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A Psalm. A song for Shabbat.

It is good to give thanks to ADONAI

and sing praises to your name, ‘Elyon,

to tell in the morning about your grace

and at night about your faithfulness,

to the music of a ten stringed [harp] and a lute,
with the melody sounding on a lyre.

[Psalms 92]

For, ADONAI, what you do makes me happy;
I take joy in what your hands have made.
How great are your deeds, ADONAI!

How very deep your thoughts!

Stupid people can’t know,

fools don’t understand,

~ that when the wicked sprout like grass,
and all who do evil prosper,

it is so that they can be eternally destroyed,
while you, ADONALI, are exalted forever.

For your enemies, ADONAI,

your enemies will perish;

all evildoers will be scattered.

But you have given me

the strength of a wild bull;

you anoint me with fresh olive oil.

My eyes have gazed with pleasure on my enemies’ ruin,
my ears have delighted in the fall of my foes.

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
they will grow like cedar in the L’vanon.
Planted in the house of ADONAI,

they will flourish in the courtyards of our God.
Even in old age they will be vigorous,

still full of sap, still bearing fruit,

proclaiming that ADONALI is upright,

my Rock, in whom there is no wrong.
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The Holy Scriptures are handed to the Cantor and he says:
{Isaiah 2:3; Deuteronomy 4:44]

For out of Tziyon will go forth Torah, the
word of ADONALI from Yerushalayim.

This is the Torah which Moshe placed
before the people of Isra’el.

After the readings from the Old and New Covenants, we bless the Czar, His Majesty

O, God, Redeemer have mercy on our Sovereign,
Emperor of Russia, pious, autocractic, greatest Alexander
Alexandrovich; and his wife, pious sovereign Empress
Maria Fedorvna; his heir, Czarevich and Great Prince
Nicolai Alexandrovich.
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And all the Czar’s House protect with preace his
kingdom and subdue to his foot any enemy and ungodly
people. Bring them peace in their hearts. Tell them about
your holy church and about all your people, and we will
live under their silence with right faith, godliness and
honesty.

Amen.

Sermon on God’s Word
Afterwords songs
[Psalms 40:5-7]

How blessed the man who trusts in ADONAI
and does not look to the arrogant
or to those who rely on things that are false.

How much you have done, ADONAI my God!
Your wonders and your thoughts toward us—
none can compare with you!

I would proclaim them, I would speak about them;
but there’s too much to tell!

Sacrifices and grain offerings you don’t want;

burnt offerings and sin offerings you don’t demand.
Instead, you have given me open ears;

Song for the Shabbat
Please come, please come my beloved. Please come, please come the Lord of the Shabbat.

“Guard and remember” in single utterance. God who is one made us hear. ADONAI is

one and his name is one, to his renown, splendor, and praise.  Please come...
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Come let us go to welcome the Lord of the Shabbat, because he is a source of blessing,
from the beginning, from antiquity he was honored, last in deed, but first in thought.
Please come. ..

Sanctuary of the King, royal city — Arise and get out from among the upheaval! Too
long have you dwelled in the valley of tears. He will shower compassion upon you.
Please come...

Shake off the dust, arise! My people put on your clothes of glory. The son of Yishai,
Yeshua, the Bethlehemite! Draw near to my soul -~ redeem it!  Please come. ..

Wake up! Wake up! For your light has come, rise up and shine. Awaken, Awaken, utter
a song, the glory of the ADONALI is revealed on you. Please come...

Don’t feel ashamed and don’t be humiliated. Why are you troubled? Why are you
depressed? My afflicted people will find shelter in you. As the city will be built on the
hilltop.  Please come...

May your oppressors be oppressed, and may all defilers be far away. Your God will
rejoice over you like a groom rejoices over his bride.  Please come...

Right and left you will spread out, and you will honor the ADONAI, through the man,
descended of Peretz, we will rejoice and be glad.  Please come. ..

Man of salvation come in peace, with joy and cheer, among the faithful of the chosen
people  Please come...

Please come my beloved. Please come Lord of the Shabbat, the Prince of Peace.
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Principles of Faith of Isra’el for the
Children of the New Covenant

1y

I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father is the living,
and true, and eternal God, who created heaven and earth and everything
visible and invisible through his Word and his Ruach HaKodesh. He is One,
all things are from him, all things in him, and all things to him.

2)

I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father has,
according to his promise made to our forefathers, to our prophets, and to
our King David, the son of Yishai, raised unto Isra’el a Redeemer, Yeshua,
who was born of Miryam the virgin, in the city of Beit-Lechem, Y’hudah.
Who suffered, was crucified, died and buried for our salvation. He rose
again from the dead. And lives, and sits at the right hand of our heavenly
Father, from where he will come to judge the world, the living and the
dead. He is the appointed King over the House of Ya‘akov forever, and

of his dominion there will be no end.
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3)

I believe, with a perfect faith, that by the counsel of God and his
foreknowledge, our fathers have been struck heavily with hardness of
heart for sin and for rebellion against our Messiah, the Lord Yeshua, in
order to provoke the other nations of the earth to jealousy, and to
reconcile all through faith in Messiah, by the word of his Emissaries, in
order that knowledge of ADONAI should cover the earth, and ADONAI

be King over the whole earth.

4)

I believe, with a perfect faith, that through faith in Yeshua, the
Messiah alone, without the legalistic observance of Torah commands, a man
may be justified. That there is but one God, who justifies the circumcised
Jews by faith, and the uncircumcised through faith. And that there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, between the slave and free man,

between male and female. They all are one in Messiah.
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5)
I believe, with perfect faith, in one Holy Body which is

universal and oriented as the Emissaries of Yeshua.

\

6)

I'acknowledge one immersion for the forgiveness of sins.

7)
I wait for the resurrection and renewed life of the dead, and

for the life of the world to come. Amen.

For your salvation, I wait, ADONAIL
I wait, ADONALI, for your salvation;
ADONALI, for your salvation I wait.

[Numbers 6:24-26; “The Aaronic Blessing”]

May ADONAI bless you and keep you.
May ADONAI make his face shine on you and show you his favor.
May ADONATI lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
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Articles of Faith of Isra’e] for the Children
of the New Covenant

First

There is but one true and living God, not corporeal, without
divisions, cannot be apprehended by bodily senses, of great goodness,
power and wisdom beyond comprehension, who creates, knows, makes
and upholds everything by his Word and by his Ruach HaKodesh. All things
are from him, all things in him, and all things to him.

Second

The true God has, according to his promise to our forefathers, to
our prophets, and to our king David, the son of Yishai, raised for Isra‘el a -
Redeemer, Yeshua, who was born from Miryam the virgin, in Beit-Lechem
the city of David in Y’hudah, who suffered, was crucified, died, and
buried for our salvation. He rose again from the dead, and lives, and sits
on the right hand of our heavenly Father. From that place he will come to
judge the world, the living and dead. He will be King over the House of

Ya‘akov forever and of his dominion there will be no end.

Third

According to the counsel and foreknowledge of God, our ancestors
have been struck heavily with hardness with hardness of heart to sin and

rebel against our Messiah,



— 18 —

ni¥7% SamT 0 WY 08 NPT onh v 13N
VWA U oo 0T Sy DR "33 B3 nn
PINT 8500 % by o m’n"vwm mlgintaly
8T 55 by Tvm T M LI 08 NI

a7

22 B 92 pxt 2% mund pwp ghtiaf\ ol
DRI DR PISRT NI D08 1inn v
7 by D°2707 DR D8 IPRNT Timn il
171 13% T2y ra ok T 173 ‘7‘::7 TR TINNT

TPYRT YN 7 s 09D 3 A3R17 31 e
NI TYINT 0N DTRR NN MUnT 3D
Tamy N9 TiNg wDl? e

WanT

:’zrjrj? N’?j z:j; xy;:_ mfas wcz;rs 1;-1 ‘7; .wwwz'?
APENT RN P T2 PRNTD 20 o PR o
WO UTPT I DY LAPW2 TIDT 77 i
TN TWTIIT MY oIan 7T 7907 DNTip



— 18 —

the Lord Yeshua, in order to provoke to jealousy the other nations
of the earth, and to reconcile all people through faith in Messiah, by
the ministry of his proclaimers of the Good News and his holy
Emissaries, in order that the knowledge of ADONAI should cover
the earth, and ADONAI be King over the whole earth.

Fourth

Through faith alone in Yeshua the Messiah all men may be
justified without the legalistic observance of Torah commands. There
is but one God, who will justify the circumcised Jews by faith, and
the uncircumcised Gentiles through faith. And that there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, between the slave and free

man, between male and female. They all are one in Messiah Yeshua.

" By faith in Messiah we fulfill the Torah, and that faith is very

much a cure to the soul and full of comfort.

Fifth

The Holy Scriptures contain everything necessary for our salvation.
No one is bound to accept anything not found in them, nor made binding
by them, as articles of faith, or as things necessary to salvation. By “Holy
Scriptures” we mean the books of revelation, Old and New Covenants,
which
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have always been accepted by the Body as inspired by the Ruach
HaKodesh.

Sixth

The scriptures of the New Covenant do not contradict those of the
Old Covenant, for in both everlasting life is offered to mankind through
the Messiah, who alone is the Mediator between God and man. The Torah
which was given by God through Moshe was to lead us to Messiah so
that we might be justified only through faith in him.

But we are the seed of Avraham according to the flesh, who was
the father of all those who were circumcised and believed. We are bound
to circumcise every male child on the eighth day as God commanded him
[Avraham]. And as we are descendants of those whom ADONAJ brought
out of the land of Egypt with a stretched out arm, we are to observe the
Shabbat, Pesach, and Shavu’ot, while (non-Jewish) Messianic believers
celebrate them only in remembrance of the resurrection of the Messiah
from the dead, and the outpouring of the Ruach HaKodesh from heaven,

and also remember the Exodus from Egypt.

Seventh

The Mishnah and Talmud are not to be used for establishing any
doctrines, but regarded only as an eternal reminder of the spirit of deep

sleep
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which God has permitted to fall on us. The Shulchan Aruch (Megineh Eretz,
Yoreh Deah, Choshen Mispat and Even haEzer) became for us only a trap, and
a stumbling-block. It has darkened our eyes so that we failed to see the

ways of the true and life-giving faith.

Eighth

Original sin is the cause of the corruption of every natural man born
of blood and the will of the flesh, which always inclines towards evil. The
lusts of the flesh war against the spirit, making it hard to accept the Torah
of God.

Ninth

Man in his natural condition is unable to do good works or to follow
his straight path, to believe and to call on the name of ADONAI unless
there first is given to him the grace of God, which is treasured up in
Messiah. Who is the Word of our heavenly Father and born from the
Father from eternity, will direct him to choose the right choice and will be

at his side when he has that choice.

Tenth

The good works of man are the sign of a true
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and living faith in the heart. As the tree is known by its fruit. They are
acceptable before the eyes of God in Messiah. But nevertheless, they are
useless to cancel transgressions, or to avert the severity of God'’s

judgement. .

Eleventh

The good works done prior to the bestowment of the grace of God
in Messiah and receiving of his Ruach HaKodesh, are insufficient to secure,
as a reward for merit, grace and righteousness for those who practice
them; for undoubtedly they are corrupted by the nature of sin, and there
is no merit which originated with men, and who think they are doing more
that is required of them. The foolishness and pride of men lead them to
think that they not only do their duty towards God, but more even than
that; though Messiah says distinctly: “When you have done everything
you were told to do, you should be saying, ‘We're just ordinary slaves,
we have only done our duty.””

[Luke 17:10]

Twelfth

Only one alone, the Messiah, was sinless in body as well as in spirit.

But we, although
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immersed and born anew in Messiah, still fail in many things; and if

we say, we have no sin, the truth is not in us.

Thirteenth

Every sin, whether committed intentionally or unintentionally,
is forgiven when the sinner repents with his heart and soul. Even
after we have fallen into sin, we may by the grace of God rise and
amend our ways. But a sin against the Ruach HaKodesh is one which

remains unforgiven.

Fourteenth

It was a secret counsel of God, and his will before the foundation of
the world was laid, to save those from the curse and from judgement
whom he chose in Messiah. And to bring them through Messiah to
everlasting salvation. To those on whom this great goodness God
bestowed, are those who are called by his spirit in due time. The also listen
to the invitation by the grace. They are justified freely. They are accepted

and made the children
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of God. They are fashioned to the likeness of his only born son Yeshua
the Messiah. It is they who walk in fear, and do good works, and at last

obtain by the grace of God the everlasting riches.

Their meditation and study respecting their election in Messiah is a
source of great comfort to those who fear God, and who realize in
themselves the power of the spirit of Messiah, who subdues the works of
the flesh and the natural evil inclinations. And who lifts up their hearts to
things above and to things in the heavens. Such meditation greatly
strengthens and establishes their faith in the everlasting salvation which
they enjoy in Messiah, and which kindles in them the flame of the love of
God.

It is the contrary with the proud who follow their own lusts. There
is not the spirit of Messiah in them and they do not lay to heart the
judgement of God that by an eternal decree they are taken and made into
children of Satan, who drags them down into the pit of despair, or into

the practice of all uncleanness which is as bad as despair.
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Fifteenth

The visible Body of Messiah is the congregation of believers among
whom the Word of God is preached in purity, and the holy ordinances
observed in every detail according to the charge of Messiah by the holy
Emissaries.

Sixteenth

The congregation is at liberty to introduce rules and observances.
She is, however, not at liberty to introduce anything contrary to the Word
of God. Or to interpret one verse of Holy Scripture in such a manner as to
contradict another. Neither is she at liberty to impose any doctrine outside

the Old and New Covenant Scriptures, as necessary to salvation.

Seventeenth

Without the permission of the authorities neither a general nor
special assembly is to take place. For the government is ordained by God,
as we are told in the Holy Scriptures. And in her hand God has placed all

the concerns of the country, temporal as well as spiritual,
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to hold in check by the power of the sword of the State those who
are bend on doing evil.

Eighteenth

It is forbidden for anyone to officiate as minister unless he is

authorized by the congregation and by the laws of the government.

Nineteenth

The liturgy as well as the whole of the service must be
conducted in a language understood by the people. And since most
of the sons of Isra’el in Russia understand Hebrew, “the holy
tongue”, and Yiddish, therefore, it is decided that the service be

conducted in these languages.

Twentieth

The sacraments instituted by Messiah serve us as faithful witnesses
of the grace of God and his goodwill toward us. And it is through them
that he is working in us in a mysterious and wonderful way, to keep alive
and to establish our faith in him. And they are likewise chosen proofs that
Messiah is the desire of our souls and glory of our heads. The sacraments

are two:
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immersion and the Lord’s supper. Their observance is only of real use

when those receiving them is in a right state of mind.

Twenty-first

Since the congregation leader is not leading them in his own name
but in the name of Messiah and on the strength of being sent by him, it is
our duty to listen to his proclamation of the word of God, and to receive
at his hands the sacraments, although heé is a sinful himself. His sinfulness
does not destroy the grace of the gift of God to those who receive.
Nevertheless, the congregation is bound to investigate carefully into the
life and habits of their spiritual leaders. If after an impartial inquiry it has
been found that the congregation leader is a bad man, it is the duty of the

congregation to deprive him of his office.

Twenty-second

Immersion is a sign of the new birth. By means of water immersion,
the immersed one is placed and planted in the congregation, the Body of
Messiah. By means of water immersion there is the washing and cleansing
from all evil. The immersed ones testify before all that they know their sins

are forgiven and that they are the children
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of God. It is therefore quite right that little ones should be led into the
Body of Messiah by immersion.

Twenty-third

The Lord’s supper is a sign that we remember the death of our Lord
the Messiah, until he comes, and by partaking of the heavenly bread and
wine we unite all our physical and spiritual powers with the body of
Messiah which have been offered in this world for our salvation. Such are
bound up in the bundle of life to shine eternally at the right hand of our
heavenly Father. By faith, the bread of which we partake becomes a part
of the body of Messiah, and the blessed cup a part of the blood of
Messiah. The ungodly, who have no living faith, eat it only with their

mouths, but receive no share of Messiah, and their sin is unforgiven.

Twenty-fourth

He who breaks intentionally any of the rules of the congregation,

although it is not against the word
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of God, is to be reprimanded as one who acted against the order of the

congregation. And against the permission of the government.

It is within the power of the general, as well as in that of a special
assembly, to revise and to alter any congregational rules which have only
been framed by the understanding of man. But any change must be for

the edification of all in Messiah.
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Isaiah 53

The Prophet Isaiah 53

[Isaiah 52:13-53:12]

“See how my servant will succeed!

He will be raised up, exalted, highly honored!
Just as many were appalled at him,

because he was so disfigured

that he didn’t even seem human

and simply no longer looked like a man,

so now he will startle many nations;

because of him, kings will be speechless.

For they will se what they had not been told,
they will ponder things they had never heard.”

53. who believes our report?

To whom is the arm of ADONAI revealed?

For before him he grew up like a young plant,

like root out of dry ground.

He was not well-formed or especially handsome;
we saw him, but his appearance did not attract us.
People despised and avoided him,

a man of pains, well acquainted with illness.

Like someone from whom people turn their faces,
he was despised; we did not value him.

In fact, it was our diseases he bore,

our pains from which he suffered;

yet we regarded him as punished,

stricken and afflicted by God.

But he was wounded because of our crimes,
crushed because of our sins;

the disciplining that makes us whole fell on him,
and by his bruises we are healed.
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We all, like sheep, went astray;

we turned, each one, to his own way;

yet ADONAI laid on him

the guilt of all of us.

Though mistreated, he was submissive—
he did not open his mouth.

Like a lamb led to be slaughtered,

like a sheep silent before its shearers,

he did not open his mouth.

After forcible arrest and sentencing,

he was taken away;

and none of his generations protested

his being cut off from the land of the living
for the crimes of my people,

who deserved the punishment themselves.
He was given a grave among the wicked;
in his death he was with a rich man.

Although he had done no violence

and had said nothing deceptive,

yet it pleased ADONAI to crush him with illness,
to see if he would present himself as a guilt offering.
If he does, he will see his offspring;

and he will prolong his days;

and at his hand ADONAI’s desire

will be accomplished.

After this ordeal, he will see satisfaction.

“By his knowing [pain and sacrifice],

my righteous servant makes many righteous;

it is for their sins that he suffers.

Therefore I will assign him a share with the great,
he will divide the spoil with the mighty,

for having exposed himself to death

and being counted among the sinners,

while actually bearing the sin of many

and interceding for the offenders.”
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A Hebrew Christian Haggada of the
Nineteenth Century

by G. Frohwein, M.D., B.D.

translation of what is probably the earliest
Hebrew Christian Haggada 10 modern
times by more than some very scanty biographj-
cal notes. The life story of Joseph Rabing-

THERE is no necessity 10 iotroduce this

20

witsch, the founder of a Hebrew Chiristi
congregation in Kischinew in the second half o
the last century, is told elsewhere in this iss
of the HEBREW CHRISTIAN (see Conternpord!
Hebrew Christianity, by Dr. Jakob Jocz). TV




peculiar position of Rabinowitsch in the con-
text of what might be called a revival of the
Hebrew Christian spirit in the second half of
the last century and the beginning of this has
rightly been emphasized. We have here a man
whose orthodox doctrine has been acknow-
Jedged even by such critical spirits as Franz
Delitzsch and Gustaf Dalman, and who yet at
the same time was Jewish to the utmost. He is
outstanding among the other two great Hebrew
Christians of this period, Rabbi Jechiel Lichten-
stein and Theophil Lucky, in that he managed
to show more clearly than did the other two
that to be genuinely Jewish and genuinely Chris-
tian is no necessary contradiction, but a prac-
tical possibility of religious life. He tried also
to avoid the two great dangers that surround
any such attempt—the danger of being tied up
too much with one particular section of Chris-
tianity and the still greater danger of missing
the central message of the Christian Gospel in
fayour of 2 compromising attitude to a Christ-
less Judaism. Rabinowitsch was, it seems, suc-
cessful in both respects, He put into words and
symbols what the aged Polish rabbi Abraham
Schwarzenberg (1842) had proved two genera-
tions earlier : that (to use his own words) a
converted Jew needs to have a change of heart,
and not a change of dress. :

The text as published here is taken from the
Documente der national—jiidischen  christ-
gldubigen Bewegung in Sidrussland, pub-
lished in 1887 by Franz Delitzsch. Even in the
translation the thoughtful reader will be im-
pressed by the beauty and depth of Rabino-
witsch’s conception, which combines Christian
faith with a genuine Fewish background. If it is
true that there is a deep relation between the
revival of Jewish life in Israel and the reappear-
ance of Hebrew Christianity, the time may be
at hand when this forgotten Haggada can be
appreciated more deeply even than when it was
first acted in Rabinowitsch’s Jewish congre-
gation in Kischineff, which called itself “ The
Israel of the New Covenant.”!

. ' In studying the text note the peculiar way in which
it follows the subdivision of the Jewish passover ger-
Vice in correspondence to the four cups, and the
onginal manner of filling the forms of the old tradi-
tion with 2 new meaning. See here also the explana-

tory remarks 4t the end.

@oos

) . HAGGADA
For the Israclites who believe in the Messiah
Jesus of Nazareth
Order of the Lord’s Supper on the
Passover Night

The purpose of the mystery of the Lord’s Sup-

per is to impart to our body and our soul in’

reality those blessings which the righteous priest
of God the most high, the King of Salem, Jesus
our Messiah, offered us—to the seed of Abra-
ham, the father of many nations, in His bread
and wine, His body and blood (Gen. xiv, 18-20).

In feeding on this heavenly bread and this
heavenly wine?, we bind together all the forces
of our bodies and souls into the body of the
Messiah and His blood, which were sacrificed
in this world for our salvation and are thus
bound in the bundle? of eternal life at the right
hand of our heavenly Father for ever and ever,

After the Lord’s Prayer a dish with three fine
matzos and a decanter of wine and cups accord-
ing to the number of believers are put on the
table. The pastor then pours the fitst cup,*
which is called “the cup of the chief of the
fathers.”

* This expression hints of 2 belief expressed in the
Talmud Berachoth 34b that there is a special wine
preserved in the grapes for the true believers since
the creation of the sixth day.

*Note the ender way in which Rabinowitsch
dwells on the very old Hebrew conception of the
* bundle of the living ” Tserur ha chajim eth adonai.
The Hebrew word used here, Tserur, denotes some-
thing “bound up” and refers to the bag or parcel
into which a man binds up his treasures or other
valuable things. Abigail blessed David with the words
the soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bundle
of life with ‘the Lord thy God (I Samuel XXV,
29). Messiah and His people are in Rabinowitsch’s
conception like precious treasures or jewels, hidden
and preserved at the right hand of God.

“ Rabinowitsch’s way of renaming the four cups
is probably peculiar to him, but it is worth while to
relate his interpretation of the cups with the
traditional one (Exodus vi, 6, 7).

L. Cup vehotsethi (“1 will bring you out ”—Cup

of Abraham, the first to be called out.

2. Cup vehitsalri (“I will deliver you”—Cup of
Moses, the first to deliver Israel from bondage.

3. Cup vegaalti (“1 will redeem you ”)—Cup of
David, the first king and redeemer of Tsrael.

4. Cup ve lakachti (“1 will take you unto Myself ")
—Cup of the Messiah, the Onc to bring Israel
to His God.

(It is remarkable that in Rabinowitsch’s Haggada
it is the fourth cup which is called the * cup of sal-
vation,” while many regard the third as the cup of
the institution. Perhaps he intends to emphasize that
it is the fourth cup, the Hallel cup, which we now
drink in Messiah’s presence.)
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I. THE CUP OF ABRAHAM

Pastor : This is the night of observance conse-
crated for the children of Israel in all genera-
tions to come. , ‘
Congregation : Remember this day when ye
went out from Egypt from the house of bon-
dage, for with a strong hand the Lord brought
you out from there, and no leavened bread
should be eaten as written in Exodus xiii, 3.
Pastor : In all their affliction He was afflicted,
and the angel of His presence saved them : in
His love and His pity He redeemed them ; and
He bare them and carried them all the days of
old (Isaiah Ixiii, 9). : :
Congregation : Doubtless Thou art our Father,
though Abraham be ignorant of us and Israel
acknowledge us not: Thou O Lord art our
Father, our Redeemer ; Thy name is everlasting
(Isaiah Xxiii, 16). _
Pastor : Now the first day of the feast of un-
leavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, say-
ing unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we pre-
pare for Thee to eat the passover ? And He
said, Go into the city to such a man, and say
- unto him, The Master saith, My time is at
hand: T will keep the passover at thy house
with My disciples, And the disciples did as
Jesus had appointed them; and they made
ready the passover (Matt, xxvi, 17).
Congregation : And He said unto them, with
desire I have desired to eat this passover with
you before I suffer: for I say unto you, I
will not any more eat thereof, until it be ful-
filled in the kingdom of God, And He took the
cup, and gave thanks, and said; Take this, and
divide it among yourselves: for 1 say uato
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine,
~ until the kingdom of God shall come (Luke
xxii, 15-18). L

Everyone now takes his cup and says a blessing.
Blessed be Thou, O Lord God. of Israel, Thou
who didst choose Abraham and didst lead him
out from Ur of the Chaldees and didst give him
the name Abraham and didst find his heart
faithful before Thee and didst make a covenant
with him to give him the land of Canaan, and
Thou hast fulfiled Thy word, for Thou art
righteous, Blessed be Thou, O Lord, who
hast blessed in the seed of Abraham all the
people of the earth.

Everyone now sips of the wine. The pastor then
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pours the wine into the second cup, which is
called * the cup of the chief of the prophets.”

H. THE CUP OF MOSES

Pastor + And Moses said unto God, Behold,
when I come unto the children of Isracl, and
shall say unto them, The God of our fathers
hath sent me unto you, and they shall say to me,
What is His name ? what shall I say unto them?
And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I
AM : and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you, And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
hath sent me unto you : this is My name for
ever, and this is My memorial unto all genera-
tions, Go, and gather the elders of Israel
together, and say unto them, The Lord God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, hath appeared unto me, saying,
1 have surely visited you, and seen that which
is done to you in Egypt (Exodus iii, 13-16).
Congregation : Thus the Lord saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the Egyptians ; and Tsracl
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.
And Israel saw that great work which the Lord
did upon the Egyptians : and the people feared
the Lord, and believed the Lord, and His ser:
vant Moses (Exodus xiv, 30, 31). -
Pastor : Then He remembered the days of old,
Moses, and His people, saying, Where is He
that brought them up out of the sea with the
shepherd of His flock ? where is He that put
His holy Spirit within him ? That led them by
the right hand of Moses with His glorious arm.
dividing the water before them, to make Him-
self an everlasting name ? (Isaiah Ixiii, 11, 12)
Congregation : Do not think that I will accusé
you to the Father ; there is one that accuse!
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ¥
believed Moses, ye would have believed Me;
for he wrote of Me, But if ye believe not hiS
writings, how shall ye believe My words ? (Jobo
v, 45-47). 5
Everyone now takes his cup and says the fok. §
lowing blessing : Blessed be Thou, Lord Go¢ §
of Israel, Thou who hast ‘been with the mout’ &
of Moses Thy faithful servant in Thy house, a0¢
didst teach Him what he should speak ; Thov




? didst reveal Thy name to him and didst pass all
1 Thy goodness before his face, and didst teach
s ys through him to love and to fear Thy name.

| Blessed be Thou, O Lord, who hast chosen
Moses Thy servant and the prophets of truth
and righteousness.

- Everyonée sips now of the wine, and then the
Pastor pours the third cup, which is called * the
cup of the chief of the kings.”

IIi. THE CUP OF DAVID

, over ‘thee, whom the Lord thy God -shall
.1 choose: one from among thy brethren shalt
'3 thou set king over thee : thou mayest not set
¢.] a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother.
. 1 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor
1] cause the people to return to Egypt. Neither
£ 1 shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart
, 1 tum not away ; neither shall he greatly multi-
ply to himself silver and gold, And it shall be,
when he sitteth on the. throne of his kingdom,
that he shall write him a copy of this law in a
book out of that which is before the priests the
Levites : and it shall be with him, and he shall
read therein all the days of his life : that he
may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep
all the words of this law and these statutes, to
do them ; that his heart be not lifted up above
his brethren, ard that he turn not aside from
the commandment, to the right hand, or to the
left, to the end that he may prolong his days
in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the
midst of Israel (Deut. xvii, 15-20).
Congregation : Then went king David in, and
sat before the Lord, and he said, Who am I, O
Lord God ? and what is my house, that Thou
hast brought me hitherto ? And this was vet a
small thing in Thy sight, O Lord God; but
Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant’s house
for a great while to come., And is this the
thanner of man, O Lord God ? Wherefore Thou

Thee, neither is there any God beside Thee,
cording to all that we have heard with our
s. And what one nation in the earth is like
y people, even like Israel, whom God went
 tedeem for a people to Himself, and to make
2 name, and to do for you great things
terrible, for Thy land, before Thy people,
hich Thou redeemest to Thee from Bgypt,

Pastor : Thou shalt in any wise set him king -

art great, O Lord God : for there is none like ~

I

from the nations and their gods ? For Thou hast
confirmed to Thyself Thy people Israel to be
a people unto Thee for ever ; and Thou, Lord,
art become their God (II Samuel vii, 18-24).
Pastor : Incline your ear, and come unto Me :
hear, and your soul shall live ; and I will make
an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure
mercies of David, Behold, I have given him for
a witness to the people, a leader and comman-
der to the people. Behold, thou shali call a
nation that thou knowest not, and nations that
knew not thee shall run unto thee because of
the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of
Israel ; for He hath glorified thee (Isaiah lv,
3-5). - ‘

Congregation : And He shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom
there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the
angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a
man ? And the angel answered and said unto
her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee : therefore also that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God
(Luke i, 33-35). Everyone takes his cup and

_says a -blessing, Blessed be Thou, O Lord God

of Israel, Thou who didst take David the son
of Jesse Thy servant from the sheepcotes and
from behind the sheep, to be a prince over Thy
people Israel. Thou didst speak to him of the
remote fuiure, and Thou didst not withdraw
Thy mercy from him and madest his house and
kingdom an everlasting one, to confirm his
throne from generation to generation. Blessed
be Thou, O God, who hast made for David a
great name, a name equal to the greatest on
earth.

Everybody again takes from the wine and the
pastor pours the fourth cup, “ the cup of sal-
vation of Jesus Christ.”

IV. THE CUP OF SALVATION OF JESUS
CHRIST

Pastor : And the Lord spake unto Moses, say-
ing, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
If any man of you or of your posterity shall be
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a -
journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover
unto the Lord. The fourteenth day of the
second month at even they shall keep it, and
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter. herbs
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(Num, ix, 9-11). They gave Him vinegar to
drink mingled with gall: and when He had
tasted thereof, He would not drink. And
they crucified Him, and parted His garments.
Congregation : And He humbled thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with
manna, which thou knewest not, peither did thy
fathers know ; that He might make thee know
that man doth not live by bread only, but by
gvery word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the Lord doth man live (Deut, viii, 3).
Pastor : Hear, ye that are far off, what I have
done ; and, ye that are near, acknowledge My
might. The sinners in Zion are afraid ; fear-
fulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire ?
Who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings ? (Isaiah xxxiii, 13, 14).
Congregation : He that walketh righteously,
and speaketh uprightly ; he that despiseth the
gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands
from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears
from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes
from seeing evil (Isaiah xxxiii, 15).

Pastor - He shall dwell on high: his place of
defence shall be the munitions of rocks : bread
shall be given him ; his waters shall be sure.
Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty :
they shall behold the land that is very far off
(Isaiah xxxiii, 16, 17).

Congregation : But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniqui-
ties : the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him : and with His stripes we are healed (Isaiah
liii, 5).

Pastor and congregation : 1 will take the cup of
salvation, Blessed be Thou, O Lord God of
Israel, our Father from eternity to eternity, who
hast confirmed and fulfilled to the utmost word
Thy holy promise, which Thou didst give to
Abraham our father, Moses and David the son
of Jesse our king, and in Thy mercy hast given
us Jesus our Messiah and Saviour from of old,
whom Thou hast anointed to bring good tidings
to the afflicted, to open the eyes of the blind,
to proclaim freedom to the captives, He poured
out His life to bear the sin of the many and to
make an end to wickedness, He gave His life
to bring about eternal righteousness, and He
has commanded us in His holy gospel that we
should remember His precious death till He
comes agaif.
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Let it be well-pleasing in Thy sight, our Father
in heaven, that we—while partaking of this holy
bread and wine, which we eat and drink in
remembrance of the death and suffering of
TJesus our Messiah—have a real experience of a
sanctification and pucification of all the forces
of body and soul. Let our bodies and souls and
all their powers be blessed out of the wellspring
of Thy blessings and become one through the
power of Messiah’s blessed body and blood, by
whom they are bound up in the bundle of the
living at Thy right hand, so that we and our
children might be worthy to remain in the
Messiah and He in us.

Here the pastor takes the plate with the
Maizoth into his hands.

Pastor : And He took the bread, gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave it to them, saying, This
is My body given for you ; this do in remem-
brance of Me, Likewise also the cup after
supper, and He gave thanks and gave it to
them, saying, This is my blood, the blood
of the New Testament, which is shed for you
and for many for the remission of sins. This
do as often as ye drink it in remembrance
of me,

He offers the bread to the congregation and
sayss:

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul
unto everlasting life: take and eat this in
remembrance that Christ died for thee and
feed on Him in thy heart by faith with thanks-
giving.

He delivers the cup to the congregation and
says :

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul
uato everlasting life: drink this in remem-
brance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee,
and be thankful.

The service ends with the Lord’s Prayer.

5 Rabinowitsch’s conception of the Lord’s supper
is very close to that of Luther and of the Church of
England. It is remarkable that the very words of the
Book of Common Prayer are chosen for the closing
part of the service. Far from the Roman doctrine of
transubstantiation, Rabinowitsch represents the Lord
in his passover Haggada as one present in reality and
being one with His people in the act of remembering
Eis great redeeming sacrifice and all it means for

ent.
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The Peculiar People.
L manma— N E W S—mean mesn

Tue Russian Minister of the Interior has issued an
order sanctioning the residence, in any part of Russia, of
Jewish compositors who are in possession of  certificates
proving them to be competent workmen.

Tur new Jewish Home for the aged and infirm in’
Philadelphia, ercected at a cost of $100,000, and dedicated in
November last, is a testimony to the philanthropy ot the

Jewish population of that city.

Tur Hebrew Educational Fair, held in, New York City
ir. the month of December, was a decided success in every .
respect. The displays were rich and varied, the attendance
was large, and the financial results most gratifying, being
over $130,000. .

M. ’Lyzomu) Brr~staya, art director of the Musece
GGrevin at Paris, is 2 Russian Jew, who bids fair to achicve
4 brilliant carcer as a sculptor. He has alrcady executed
some important works, one of which is a bust of Alexandcr
[I., for the town of Pultawa.

Eann Pasia, the famous traveller and scientist, is of
Jewish birth., It is said that his name is Isaac or Edward
Schnitzer, and that he was born at Oppelu, Prussia, March
29, 1840. It is also said that Emin Pasha was baptized a4
Catholic, and then afterwards became a Mohammedan,
when he entered the military scrvice of Egypt as an army
SUTECON, : :

A JEWISH CHRISTIAN CC)I\}FESSI()N‘ ()WF'FAI’I‘I‘J.
Last month we presented to our readers the brief

creed of the “People of Isracl, Sons of the New Cove-.

nant,’t or “New Testament Israclites,” feeling sure thuy it

ake in our December number thétitle was printed  Sons of Jsrael
»instead of ©Sons of the New Covenant.” T'his correction
ho read Hebrew.

1) By a mist )
of the New Covenant,
is unnecessary to those w
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would be welcomed by all interested in the Jewish ‘Chris-
tian movement. We are encouraged to transcribe the
longer confession of faith, which we here give with a trans-
lation, hoping it will be read with interest and attenfioq.
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[Translation.]
PRINCIPLES OF THE FAITH ‘OF THF, PEOPLE OF ISRAF.T;, SONS

OF THE NEW COVENANT.'

1) There is only one living and true God, eternal, in-
finite in goodness, power, and wisdom, who, by His Word
and His Holy Spirit, is the Creator, Former, ‘Maker, and
Proserver of all things.  All things are of Him and by
Fim, and for Him. ;

2) The truc God said unto Abraham, our father,
» Walk before me, and be thou perfect, aud thou shalt be a

father of many nations, and kings shall come out of thee,” ™

and He made with him an everlasting covenant, to be his
(+0d, and the God of his secd after him, and to give him all
the land of Canaan for an everlasting posgsession. Now
this is the sign of the everlasting covenant: . That every
man-child of cight days old that cometh from the loins of
Abraham shall be circumcised; and since he did not with:
hold Isaac, his only son, from Him to offer him as a burnt-
offering, therefore He sware unto him that in his seed all
the nations of the earth should be blessed. .

3) According to the word of Jehovah, Jacob, our fa-
ther, and his sons, went down into Egypt, and they there
multiplicd and became very powerful; and the Egyptians
dealt deceitfully with them to do them evil, and held them
in bondage, and afflicted them exceedingly, Now Jchovah
sent to them Moses, His chosen one, and he wrought signs

and wonders in Egypt, and brought them forth from thence-

with a strong hand; therefore He hath commanded us to
keep and obscrve the Sabbath-day to all generations as an
oternal covenant, and to keep the feast of the Passover.
4) Jehovah, our God, made a covenant with the people
of Israel in Horeb. And Moses stood between Him and
lsrael to declare to them the word of Jehovah, and he
caused them to hear.the Ten Commandments which were
written with the finger of God upon the two tables of stone,

‘that they might do them. He spake unto Israel all the 3
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commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that they
should observe in the land which Jehovah swarc unto
Abraham to give to them for a posscssion, which are WrTits
ten in the five Books of the Law as they are found to-day
in our hands. Then in Horeb, in the day of the sélemn as-

“sembly, Jehovah said to Moses that He would raise up for
Israel, from among their brethren, a prophet like unto Mo-
ses, and that He would put His words in his mouth, and
that he should speak unto them all that which Ie should
command him, and the man who should not hearken unto
fis word which this prophet should speak in His name
He would require it of him. :

5) Jehovah, our God, established  His word  and
brought Isracl unto theland which He sware to give 1o
them, and raiscd up for them faithful seers and prophets
who spake in Iis name, according to all which He com-
manded them. These words are written in the Books of
the Prophets as they are found to-day in our hands, and
not one word shall return void. -

6) After that Saul, the first king of Isracl, had reject-
ed the word of Jehovah, Jehovah also Himself rejected
him from being king over Isracl, and He rent away the
kingdom of Israclk from him and gave it to a ncighbor of
his that was better than-he.  This was David, thc son of
Jesse, of Bethlehem of Judah. And the word of the Lord
came unto Nathan, the prophet, to say unto David that He
would make his name great, Jike the names of the great
‘ones of the earth, and that He would not turn away Iis
mercy from him, and his house, and his kingdom, and his
throne should be set up and established forever. And King
David, when he sat before Jehovah, said: « Yea, this is the
law of man.”

7y When Jehovah, our God, had removed Israel from
before Him, He led them into exile from their land be-
cause they had sinned exceedingly, and had provoked Him,
Judah also did not keep the commandments of Jehovah,
and they walked in the ordinancesof Israel,their brethren.
And Jehovah spake by His servants the prophets that He
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would forsake also the remnant of His heritage, and that
He would deliver them into the hand of their encmies
for a prey and for aspoil; and they mocked at these mes-

sengers, so that the anger of Jehovah came upon His peo-

ple until there was no deliverance, and they were carried
away from their land to Babylon to be slaves. '

8) Already before Judah was carried away to Bab-'

ylon, and also after that they had returned to their lamd,
after the seventy years were fulfilled, all the true proph-
ets had prophesied with one mouth:

a) ’l‘hat\"]chovah would be merciful and would pass
by the transgression of the remnant of Tis heritage; that
His covenant with David His servant should never be bro-
ken so that he should not have a son a king upon his throne
upon whom should rest the Spirit of Jehovah, the Spirit of
the knowledee and the fear of Jehovah; that He should
smite the earth with the sceptre of His Tnouth; that faith-

fulness should be the girdle of His loins, and that His name
should be called « Jehovah our Rightcousness,”' and . The.

(od of the whotle earth.”” He shall be for a covenant of
the people.? and for a light to the Gentiles. He shall set

judgment in the earth, and the isles shall wait for his law.®

until in the iast days all the nations shall run to the moun-
tain of the house of - Jehovah; for from Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of jchovah from Jerusalem.’

by ‘That this Son of David, the Lord, the Messenger
of the Covenant,® after that a way had been prepared be-
fore Him, should suddenly come to the temple of Jehovah,
and He should be like a refiner’s fire, to finish transgres-
sion,” and to bring in everlasting righteousncess, because
Jehovah hath anointed Him to preach good tidings unto
- the afflicted, to open the eyes of the blind, and to open the
prison to them that arc bound.”

¢) That through Him, among the Gentiles and in-the
midst of the peoples, there should be a knowledge of the
seed of Jacob and his descendants; that all thosce who scc

1) Jer. 33:16.  2) Isa. sars. 3 Isaqg:8. 4) Isaqzi4. 3) lsaczio
6).Mal. 3: 1-3. 7) Dan. g:24. 8) T<u. Hu 1.
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them should understand that they arc the sced of the
blessed of Jehovah, and they should call them the holy
people, the redcemed of Jehovah. And from them those
delivered shall be sent unto the nations and to the isles
afar off, to-proclaim and to make known the glory of Jeho-
vah among the nations. New things shall be in the earth,
and tlic former things shall not be remembered, and they
shall not come to mind. :

/) 'That all those who forsake Jehovah, who shall not
answer to the proclamation, and shall not hearken to what
they shall speak, shall hunger and thirst; they shall be
ashamed and lament from the sorrow of their heart, and
they shall leave their name as an oath for the elect of Je-
hovah, S v

¢) That this Son of David, the Messiah, shall come
up as a root out of adry ground, and they shall not believe
that the arm of Jehovah is revealed upon Him. He shall be
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniqg-
uities: He shall be afflicted and shall not open his mouth,
and He shall be cut off from the land of the living, and
in pouring out His soul unteo death He will bear the sin
of many, and shall make intercession for the transgress-
ors. When He shall make His soul an offering for sin He
shall sce His sced, e shall prolong His days, and the
pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in His hand. '

9)' The word of Jehovah to Abraham our fath er, to
Moscs our prophet, to David our king, and to His servants
the faithful prophets, was fulfilled and accomplished about
seventy yecars before the destruction of the scgond'temple.
For Jehovah hath visited His pcople and hath raised up
the horn of our salvation in the house of IHis servant Da-
vid, and He hath made to sprouttor us a righteous Branch,
who is the Lord JESUS CHRIST, who came fprth for us
from Bethlehem, the city of David, to be ruler in Israel.
He is high and exalted, and the Son of the Highest, and
Jehovah hath given to him the throne of David his father,
and He shall rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of
[His kingdom there shall be no end. [le suffered. was cru-
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cified and buried for our salvation. He arose from the dead
and lived (again), and, behold, He sitteth at the right hand
of our Father in heaven. : .

10) After the counsel of God and His infinite wisdom,
our fathers were smitten with hardness of heart, and therc
was given to them from Jehovaha spirit of deep sleep that
they should rebel and transgress against JESUS CHRINY,
even unto this day, in otder to provoke to jealousy the rest
of the nations of the carth, and to reconcile the whole
world by their faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of David,'our
king, when they heard the good news by those publishing
His peace,’ who were driven out in reproach from tlie ¢on-
gregation of Isracl. Put now, at this time,-—when from
our transgression against tic Christ of Jchovah, riches
have come to the world in the faith of Christ, and from
the lack of our faith the times of the mations [Genules,]
have been fulfilled, and now their fulness has come in, and
they are established in their faith,—our fulness has aleo
come, that we also, the descendants of Abraham, should be’
blessed by our faith in our brother, Jesus Christ, and that
the God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, shou.d
return to have mercy upon us, and to graft anew into our
holy root, Jesus, the branches which werc broken off, and
that thus all Israel should be saved with an everlasting sal-
vation, Jerusalem, our holy city, should be rebuilt, and the
throne of David should be established forever and cver
Jmen! ’

RECENT CHANGES IN ISRAEL.

Rabbinism for a number of centuries kept the Jews in
its iron grip, but Rabbinism and Talmudism have become
offete.  What has been substituted for them? Monothe-
ism, but no Jehovism; the idea of the unity of God, but
not the knowledge of the living and loving God, who could
not have communion with His people until at last He came
down in the person of Ilis own Son. Monotheism is not

1) Isa. 52:7.
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the authentic New Testament records, that Jesus never
did alter the law or even suggest the abrogation of the -
Sabbath, that He came not to destroy it, but to fulfil it.
But in the face of the clear facts as to Jesus’ teaching is
the other fact that Christians generally observe Sunday
and not the Sabbath; and not onlyso, hutthe observance
of Sunday is from the point of view of the Jew and his
Christian teachers and companions almost the. most,
patent evidence of his conversion. “If you become a
Christian, the first thing you do is to cease observing the
.Sabbath and  ohserve instead the *Christian's Lord’s-
day.””” This is most appalling. Disciples of the Master,
who profess to be devoted to His teachings and willingly
obedient to the will of God through Him, not only cast
aside the law of God and make for themselves a contrary
law, but require others todo it. Such may be truly in the
Kingdom of Heaven, but by our Saviour’s words are of
“the least’’ therein. Matt. 20: 19, ‘

Our readers will be glad toread the following account”

of Joseph Rabbinowitsch, the Jewish Reformer in Bessara-
bia, from the German of the late Prof. Franz Delitzsch.
In view of thé present interest in the national movement
among the Jews, a perusal of what that noble lover of
Israel, who devoted the best of his life to the cause of
Israel's salvation, wrote of Rabhinowitsch and his life
will surely not he untimely. '
' INTRODUCTION.*

When Joseph Rabbinowitsch made his first visit to us
in Leipzic, I asked him to give me a sketch of his life. In
response to this request, he wrote at once two-thirds of
the following Autobiography, written in Hebrew, which
he uses as his proper mother tongue. He afterwards sent-
me the conclusion from Kischineff, which disappointed me

# Jirom the German of Franz Delitzsch.
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by the little that it told us of his conversion to the faith
in Jesus Christ. In answer to the complaint I made on
this account, when he visited us in Leipzic the second tirhe,
he told me that this was purposely done on his part. 1
give, then, this Autobiography here in a faithful German
rendering, and, despite its defective conclusion, the biog-
raphy is, I think, a valuable contribution toward our
knowledge of a most remarkable movement. It is{ol-
lowed by two sermons, and an address translated from
Russian, and a letter translated by myself from the origi-
nal Hebrew, addressed by Rabbinowitsch to a North
American Jewish Christian, who had expressed to him,
through my mediation, his jovous sympathy with the
movement, hut had added an objection to what seemed
to him a too familiar mode of speaking of our Blessed
Lord as ‘“ Jesus our Brother,”" a term which surely finds -
its justification in such passages as Micah 2: 3, where the
men of Judah are called the remnant of Messiah’s Breth-
ren, and Zech.12: 10, where the mourning of repentant
Israel over Him * Whom they pierced” is compared to the
death wail over an only son. LEven as we speak of the
Glorified One by His Hebrew name of Jesus, so may a
Jewish Christian call Him in an historical as well as a
spiritual sense, his ““ Brother.”

Rabbinowitsch has not yet heen allowed to minister
the Holy Sacraments, but preaches constantly in the Jew-
ish dialect or “jargon’’ of Bessarabia. Among his hear-
ers in Kischineffis one Jacob Wechsler, who possesses a
peculiar facility in rendering this ““jargon” into pure He-
brew, which we have followedin our translations.

‘Rabhinowilsch is, for us, a phenomenon full of hope
for Israel’s future conversion to Christ. His sermons,
mostly founded on a double text, one-half taken from the
Old Testament and skilfully combined with the other half
taken from the New Testament, often suggest thoughts
of very deep significance. The Christian spirit which
breathes in them is throughout a reflex of the inspired
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Word of the Gospel and Epistles, issuing from a Jewish
“heart. Though the formal Confession of the Faith which
he has drawn up for Israel exhibits throughout a familiar
acquaintance with and conformity tothe Church’s sym-
bols, yet is it equally evident that the type adhered to
in his ordinary teaching has a strong Jewish element, and
is so far original that his methods both of thought and
expression seem directly Orthhercd and in a really gifted
way, from the New Testament and its Divine Apostolic

Word. |
One or two examples of this may be taken from a ser-

mon which has for its subject *‘ The Essence of Faith.”
Rabbinowitsch delights to represent the Holy Tri-unity
as God, His Word, and His Spirit, or, as he in one place

expresses it, Knowledge, the ‘Know.in‘g‘ One, and the
" Known in an absolute sense.

God is for Him the Tri-une, not only as He manifests
Himself in Revelation, but as He is in His own Essence.
He is apart from the created universe, Subject, Object, and
Predicate all in One, that is in Himself. The three Ele-
ments of Faith are for Rabbinowitsch not knowledge, as-
sent, and assurance, but Repentance, Prayer, and Right—
eousness, with reference to the well-known Jewish maxim
(into which he imports a deeper meaning), ‘‘ Repentance,
Prayer, and Righteousness \deliver men from the Wrath
to come.’

Another example of his method of dealing with re-
vealed truth is the use he makes, mfter Apostolic precedent,
of a verse in the Psalter (Psa. 109: 3), which he applies
directly to our Lord when speaking of Him as the Son of
God, who upholdeth all things by the Word of His Power,
and makes Heaven and Earth one in His LLove—he goes
on to 1ep1esc1lt Him as saying of Himself, ““And I am
Prayer?'—i, e., the Eternal Mediator and Intercessor who
for that very reason is also the ““ Teacher sent from God.”

Rabbinowitsch lives and moves in our Hebrew version
of the New Testament, of which we may say w ithout
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boasting that it has foundthe proper and lasting Hebrew

equivalents for many Greck terms (such as mishpat-ha-

banim for ““adoption of sons” and tikkune ha-olam for
“Elements of the World.””) To these and many other

renderings like them Rabbinowitsch owes the suggestion

and expression of some of his noblest thoughts.

It should be mentioned here that without any specific
influence from, or even knowledge of, the so-called * High-
er Criticism’”’ of the Pentateuch, he concurs therewith in
regarding the Priest Code, of themid-hooks (Exodus, last’
chapters, Leviticus and Numbers) as a later addition to
the original Mosaic (prophetical) Legislation contained
in the mid-chapters of Exodus (“ The Book of the Cove-
nant’’), and in Deuteronomy. He insists on the fact that
it was from fanatical adherents of this later Priestly Leg-
islation that the rejection of our Lord’s Messiahship pro-
ceeded, and the bitter persecution which brought him to
the Cross. ’ :

It is in logical accordance with this view that Rab-
hinowitsch regards the Talmud as having been down to
the present day, 2 main source of all the misfortunes and
unlinppiness of Bis people, and so G vightly Chat i is Lhe
confusion made T the Padmnd of Divine Hevelation sith -
aehhiead fradibiomes Ehnt Jesse ooneinit pnbsed fesyiali g flon . -
al exclusiveness in its age-long hostility to the emancipat-’
ing grace of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as ‘‘the end of the
Law for Righteousness.” v

Yet Rabbinowitsch doubtless goes too far in his de- _

“nunciations, for the Talmud itself, and its ally, the Mid- e
rash, certainly contain many Christian ideas and aspira-
tions which are well worth developing, thoughas a whole
they constitute a Chinese wall, which must be demolished
before the Jewish problem can be rightly solved. .

From the same point of view Rabhinowitsch attacks
the Pharisaic observance of the Sabbath, while insisting
on its retention by the Jewish community even after em-
bracing Christ, as their great national remembrance of
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their creation as God’s people by the deliverance from
Egvpt. For alike reason he would retain Circumecision
as a symbol of Jewish re]lglotmnatlonaht) But with his
essentially Pauline position in all other respects we can-
not but hope that he may u}tlmat_e]y see’ his way to pre-
serve the true nationality of his people, in combination
with observance of the Chrls’mcm s Lord’s Day and the

abdndonmcnt of Circumcision. ’

The movement hegun so auspiciously in Kischineff is
for our apprehension a prelude of what, on a world-wide
scale, may be part of the final development of Israel’s vo-
cation among the peoples. :

A sudden universal conversion of the whole Jewish
race is neither conceivable in itselt nor foretold in proph-
ecy. The spiritual revolution which we may hope for
will be brought about by the pervading efforts of God-in-
spired individuals, who, as Hosea prophesied, will call
[srael to repentance (Hosea 6: 1-3), and bid them seek
their God and His Christin the latter day. Hosea 3:5
Individual converts whose hearts are touched will re-
spond to this call and awaketo new life, when the “ blind-
ness in part’’ shall pass away, and a new Judaic religious
nationality of believers in Jesus as the true Messiah will
open its eyes to the glorious world of faith and hope, to
which Israel has-continued blind so long. That time of
the end will, as prophecy assures us, be one of sore dis-
turbance and convulsion, and of far-reaching changes for
the whole world.

joseph Rabbinowitsch appears to us as a morning

# 1t is difficult for us to see why itis at all to be desired that the _Ie\v who
emhmcu Christ should also observe the *‘ Christian’s TLoord’s Day.” That day
—Dby which is meant of course Swusiday—is an ecclesiastical day, without the
least Scriptural foundation, and cannot be required of any Christian o’ the
basis of the New Testament. Moreover, its introduction as a weekly festival
into the Christian schieme of days (Hld its all but universal observance by
Chiristians have beer the chief reasons why the observance of the Sabbath has
been all but lost, which fact has been a stumbling-block to Jews when they -
approach the considerations of the Messiahiship ofjesus of Nazareth., When,
therefore, a movement like the one nowunder cousideration contemplates the
recognition of the Sabbath by Christ-believing Jews, why mar its simplicity

+ bya combination with what is utterly alien ?—XEDITORS OF THE P. P.
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star in the spiritual firmament of his people’s history.
May he, in God’s mercy, continue to shine with true light
tfrom Heaven! ' o

One thing 1s certain. The Churcl’s own history will
not come to end till Israel shall be saved, and hring with
its fulness new life to us also. To many, even Christian
theologians affected by the mists of anti-Semitism, this
expectation may seem chimerical. But surely it is blas-
phemy against the Gospel itself to deny its power to bring
Israel as well as the Géntile world to Christ. Ifit took
[srael a thousand years to turn from idolatry to belief in
one God, shall we despair though millenniums pass ere
they turn from hatred of Jesus to His Love? But when
that day shall come, Israel born, like Saul of Tarsus,
out of due time, will, like him, win fresh triumphs for
the Gospel, and her “receiving’’ prove our ‘“life.”” Rom.
11:15. _

The strange ingrained unchristian hatred of the Jew
which besets tis now will pass away. Thismay seem, and
with man it is, impossible; but not with God, the Al-
mighty, loving Father of us all.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OIF JOSEPH RABBINOWITSCH.®

“So span-long hast Thou made my days, my life as
nothing before Thee.”” Psa. 39: 6. '

The day of my birth was the holy Sabbath, 23d (11th)
September, 1837. My birthplace was Resina, on the
Dniester, a small town in Bessarabia, where I spent the
first ten years of my life. My father was David, son of
Ephraim, son of Rabbi Wolf, of Orgeieff, in Bessarabia.
Through them I am descended from RabbiIsrael, alearned
commentator on the Talmud, who traced his descent from
the primitive Gaonim. My mother’s name was Esther
Sarah. She was a daughter of Nathan Neta, whose fa-

# Abridged from the German of Franz Delitzech.
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ther was a disciple of the celebrated /addlk Rabbi Jacob
Simson of Schofatuvke.
I owed my early tr aining tomy matem'ﬂ grandfather,
Nathan Neta, of Resina, witlh whom my father then living
at the village of Maschkowicz, near Orgeieff, placed me
for education in my early (_hlIdhOOd after my mothcr
death. *

Nathan Neta was an excellent man, learned in the
Law, and a strict adherent of the Bescht, (a form of He-
brew Chasidism) and its devout practices. He cndeaivore;d
from the first to instil in my young mind his own love for
Thora, Talmud, and religious books. He hardly left me
out of his sight night or day (we shared the same bed),
and took me with him three times everv year when he
went on pilgrimage to the learned Rabbi Salmina, of

‘Raschkoff, son of Joseph, and the learned assembly of
Chasidim (devout students) who met at his house. There
he was proud to exhibit my early knowledge of -Hebrew

and the Holy Scriptures. I well remember how in my
eighth vearIrepeatedthewhole Tractate Succoth, Mishna
tor Mishna, before the assembly at the Feast of Tabernacles,
and how Zaddik warned my grandfather notto let me he-
come too precocious. He was, indeed, unweariedimall the
details of my education, interspersing his ins{ructions
with numerous anecdotes of miraculous occurrences, and
of the fates and sayings of learned men. I had to learn
and repeat every day some chaptersout of one or another

‘of the twenty-four hooks of our Bible. T had-also to com-
mit to memory Rashi's Commentary on the Pentateuch,
and other books.

At six: vears old I could repeat the whole Song of
Songs, and still remember how deeply even in childhood 1
was moved by Rashi’s words in the Prologue to his Ex-
position, on how Solomon, filled with the Holvy Ghost,
prophesied in that book of Israel’s repeated captivities,
then still in the future, how they would hewail their form-
er glory, and remember the loving kindness once vouch- .
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safed them by God above all the peoples of the earth, and
would learn to say, “I will go and return to my first hus-
. band, for then it was better with me than now.” .

In 1848 I was already in the second decade of my life,
when, my grandfather heing too old and feeble to con-
tinue the conduct of my education, my good father took
me from Resina, and placed me at Orgeieff under the care
of my widowed grandmother, Rebecca, who, as daughter
and daughter-in-law of Rabbins, wascommonlycalled the
Rabbinerin (Rabbiness). Under her roof I studied the
Talmud night and day for the next five years under very
learned teachers, whom my excellent father paid most
handsomely, quoting on that behalf an utterance of the
Talmud that a man’s requirements for the duties of life
are all predetermined for him, but not the amount that
he shall spend on enabling his children to study the Law,
for which, too, special rewards will be vouchsafed him.

My chief teacher at that time was Rabbi Joseph, son
of Akiba, who belonged to the Chasidic circle of the cele-
brated Zaddik R. Raphael, of Berschid. With him I read
many diflicult passages of the Gemara, the Sohar, and
other books of the deepest Hebrew Mysticism, and among
them the writings of the great Rabbi Pinchas, author of
the Chasidic Masaim, founded on Psa. 34: 14, and Ex.
23:7, “ When a lie shall be abhorred as no less a sin than
a breach of the Seventh Commandment then will mani-
~ fest Himself Messiah the Son of David in His glory.”

R. Pinchas labored diligently at that time with his
disciple, R. Raphael to implant the mystic doctrines of
their Chasidic school, and teach its devout observances
among their youthful hearers at Orgeieff. All our striv-
ing then was through union with the Holy One and His
Shekhina to reach the highest stepsinspiritualknowledge.
More than once have I risen at midnight to weep for the
exile of the Divine Shekhina, and to implore the gift of His
Spirit from the Holy One, who, as the Sohar says, walks
at that hour with blessed soulsin the Garden of Eden.
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My mind at that time was entirely absorbed in
Chasidic devotions, in meditations on the Eternal, and T
took no pleasure in the amusements and occupations of
my youthful companions. ,

‘It happened in my sixteenth year, on the Fast of the
17th Tammuz, 1853, that I was chastising myself at
night-time, in penitential remembrance of the destruction
of Jerusalem, which was followed by the Fall of the Second
Temple, when a messenger of glad tidings appeared with
the announcement of my espousals to Golde, daughter of
Daniel, son of Elia, which had just taken place in the cus-
tomary manner, with the hreaking of costly vessels, in
remembrance of the sack of the Holy City; and were to
be followed at latest in three years’ time by our marriage.
The whole transaction had been accomplished for us by
the fathers on either side, and I had but to bow and smile
acquiescence to the congratulations which poured in up-
on me.

In those days the fire of Chasidic piety glowed on the
altar of my heart, hut a flood of other influences now
came from Central Europe which tended rapidly to quench
its fervor. An imperial ukase. compelled all children of
Hebrews to learn to speak and write the Russian lan-
gnage, and all teachers to read Moses Mendelsohn’s trans-

‘lation of the Pentateuch with their pupils. A new spirit
began to stir within me, and new ideas as to the real
meaning of Law and Prophets served to infuse doubts in
my mind as to theabhsolute sacro-sanctity of my Chasidic
instructors, and the truth of their transcendental inter-
~ pretations of Scripture. I began to read the modern He-
brew literature of the day, and gladly embraced new and
more rational ideas and interpretations, under the influ-
ence of which the overswrought fancies of former teachers
began to fade in my mindlike a dream when one awaketh,
I was greatly helped toward this change by acquaintance
and intercourse with a young man named Jechiel Zebi,
son of Meir Herschensohn, who at that time had a high



THE PECULIAR PEOPLE. ~ 951

reputation for Talmudic learning in Orgeieff. This new
friend soon began to open my eves as to the real nature
of Kabbala and Sohar, and to show me that these were
but a blinding veil for the minds of their Hebrew readers
‘hiding from them the truth and the right interpretation
of Holy Scripture. He imparted to me some of the con-
clusions which he had drawn from a scientific and histori-
cal study of Law and Prophets. I attached myself daily
‘closer to this new friend, and wesat many hours together
pursuing this, to me, new course of study. One day after
a visit to Kischineff he broughtback with him a little book
which he said had been given him by a Christian Pastor
as one which would show him what Jesus of Nazareth
really taught. It was in fact a Hehrew New Testament
printed in London. “ Perhaps,” added Herschensohn,“ this
was really the Messiah whom Moses and the Prophets
foretold.” He gave me the book which I have by me still.
Other circumstances besides my intercourse with Hersch-
enshon (whom my Chasidic teachers regarded as an
‘““Epicurean’ or Rationalist), led to a breach between me
and my old way of thinking, and former teachers such as
R. Joseph of Berschid, which compelled me to think of
leaving Orgeieff. T retired to my father’s house in the
village of Maschcowicz, where he carried on his business.
There I zealously pursued the study of a fresh set of old
Jewish writers, of Maimonides, Albo, Gaon, which I had
commenced in Orgeieff. I frankly proclaimed mvnew con-
victions that the whole Chasidic system of mystic The-
ology rested on self-deception, and was irreconcilable with
sound reason. My father by no means discouraged me in
pursuing this new mental development, and gave me every
assistance that I needed.

The time at length arrived for my marriage with
Golde, who was now (1856) seventeen years of age, and
is still my faithful and beloved wife. We were united in
holy matrimony on the 7th Tebeth, and I continued for
eighteen months to reside with my father-in-law, Daniel
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Goldenberg, at Orgeieff, and renewed my intimate inter-
course with Herschensohn. I had hardly any other inti-
mate friends there, though I daily attended prayers at the
Beth-ha-Midrash. ’

After residing a year-and-a-half at my father-in-law’s
house, I hired one for myself in Orgeieff, and opened a
small shop with the help of my wife’s marriage portion of
800 silver roubles. '

In 1859 our dawning prosperity was suddenly ruined
by a fire which destroyed sixty-six houses in Orgeieff, and
deprived me and my wife, with our infant son, of all our
little property. ’

The next decade was a time of much bitter suffering
and anxiety. Yet did my great losses and my consecuent
poverty exercise a wholesome influence on my mind, driv-
ing me to fresh studies and occupations. I had some ac-
quaintance with law which I carefully improved, and soon
became legal adviser to my countrymen, far and near-
My advice and my advocacy were invoked on all sides,
and God granted me good success. T hecame also a con.

tributor to various Jewish newspapers, and well-known

as a promoter of education and enlightenment among my
people. Zederbaum, the founder of Jewish journalism in
those parts, welcomed my co-operation. I established a
school in Orgeieff for instruction in Talmud, Torah, and
the-Hebrew and Russian languages; theschool did a good
work and my endeavors on hehalf of education were ob-
served with favor in the highest government circles of
Kischineff and Odessa. " I becarme a member of the Society
for Promoting Enlightenment among Jews in Russia;
wealthy families in Kischineff and the neighborhood gave
me employment, and a newera of prosperity began for me
in 1866 with the formation of a large business in Orgeieff,
for the sale of tea and sugar in the town and neighbor-
hood, which I conducted withsuccess. Moreover in 1869
[ was elected to a post in the Landrath of the district of
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- Orgeieft, such as no Israelite had up to that time filled.

’

So ended my third decade.

Anyone acquainted with the difficulties which heset
the Israelite in Russia will understand my earnest desire,
and endeavors for the advancement of my people which I
then thought could be accomplished by education and
enlightenment only. The spirit of the new time would
soon, I trusted, set them free. The emancipation of so
many thousands.of serfs in Russia by the high-minded
generosity of the Emperor Alexander II,, and the emanci-
pation of the negro slaves in the United States of America,
which was effected by the great war between North and

South, diffused a hreeze of freedom and deliverance which .

I sucked in with avidity on my people’s behalf, and awalk-
ened in me hopes that the nations of Europe would soon
begin to see that their Jewish brother also is a man, and
remember that the earth is given to the children of men.
But now came a great disappointment of my hopes
based on the liberating power of mere intellectual enlight-
enment. The crushing blow inflicted upon France in
1870-71, showed me how little the highest advances in
civilization may avail a great people in the day of adver-
sity, and that such alone would not save Israel. Then
again the horrible persecution which in 1871 hroke out in
Odessa greatly troubled me. I then found that education
and enlightenment so far from shielding Jews from the
rage of their enemies, made them and their nationality all
the more odious to their Christian neighbors. The Jews
of Odessa were the first to change costume, language, and
proper names, in order to be more like their neighbors,
who in their turn were the first to overwhelm with scorn
and reproach, and to threaten them with destruction. If1
the third place, my work and official position as & member
of the Landrath, taught me how little there was of sin-
cerity behind the apparent friendship in which many Jeivs
and Christians stood to one another. _
I'lost all spirit to continue my work at Orgeieff, sold
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my large business there, settled all my accounts, and
moved to Kischineff on 9th November, 1871, with my
wife and children, four daughters and one son, who was
already attending the gymnasium at Kischineff.. Lhired
a flat in a good house in the midst of my own people and
the center of the town, and intended at first ’tjo carry on a
business in tea and sugar and other articles to be supplied
from Odessa. But I heard an inner voice sdying to me:
"' Leave trade and traffic; it will bring theeﬁo blessing.
Be an adviser and an advocate of thy oppressed people,
and I will be with thee!” I obeyed what I felt was a di-
vine call. T had a large circle of friends and aicquaintzmce‘
who gladly availed themselves of my legal knowledge and
experience in various difficulties with the government and
in the Courts of Justice, and were ready and willing to
pay for my assistance. I bought a piece of land in a quiet
part of the town on which I built a comfortable house,
and moved my family into itin 1873, less b)} my young-
est little daughter (Tikwa), who fell a victim to the
cholera when it raged in Kischineffin 1872. I soon be.
came a much sought and much visited personality. Many
in sore need implored my help. Many widows and or-
- phans told me among floods of tears, sad stories of op-
pression, and in too many cases I discovered that the op-
pressor himself was a son of Abraham. Moreover persons
of wealth and position confided to me their private affairs,
or consulted me on matters of municipal policy, in which
I was ready to help them with no other payment than
their grateful thanks. Inthis period I studied Holy Seript-
~ure at home, and also gave lessons in Hebrew and Rus-
sian. Our Jewish public worship I attended on Sabbath
and Holy days only, and was always ready to give up
the leisure hours of the Sabbath-day to the ExcEpTION Of
inquiring friends who came with questions of theological
and scientific interest.

In those days it was ordered by Providence that the
learned journalist, Alexander Zederbaum removed from
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Kischineff to St. Petershurg, in order to publish his journ-
al, The Interpreter (Ha-Melitz), in Hebrew and Russian,
in the centre of Russian life and activity. He gladly in-
voked my assistance as a native of Kischineffin his new
sphere, to act as reporter and correspondent, and as an
earnest of Jewish liberties and the amelioration of our
people’s condition. He urged that now himself in a posi-
tion to gather information and exercise influence at head-
quarters, the time was come for us both to make e com-
bintd effort to raise our people’smoral and social position,
and that I should set myself to write a series of papers and
essays with this object in view, which might appear regu-
larly in his journal at St. Petershurg.

I felt that thiscloseappeal to my conscience must not he
neglected, and was more zealous than ever in calling pub-
lic attention to the low moral and intellectual condition
of my compatriots in Bessarabia, and to their special
needs. My efforts in this direction were not without

effect.

About this time the cruel war broke out Dbetween
Servia and Bulgaria on the one hand and Turkey on the
other. The Emperor Alexander I1. resolved to assist the
two Slavonic States in their efforts to gain their national
freedom by sending Russian troops across the Danube,
and Kischineff was the head-quarters of this army in the
south. : S

My own zeal on my people’s behalf was naturally
awakened, and hope renewed that the end of two millen-
niums of oppression might be approaching, but no help
was torthcoming for Israel. When I heard how the nota-
bles of the Bulgarian people assembled themselves in the
ancient Cathedral of Tirnova to thank the God of Heav-
en for deliverance from a tyrany of five hundred years,
tears flowed from my eyes, and T exclaimed, “0O Lord
God ot Israel, when shall it be Thy gracious will to raise
the horn of Thy chosen people? When wilt Thou take to
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Thyself Thy power and reign over Thy long-forsaken and
shame-covered Zion?” * ‘

In 1878 T wrote a well-known pamphlet, entitled
Sabri maranan werabbanan—What think ye, our Lords
and Rabbins? which appeared in the Hebrew journal,
Morning Light (Haboke Or), and endeavored to show
how the Rabbinate itself (7. e., the body of the Jewish
clergy) might be reformed and lifted up out of its present
impotent condition as the first necessary antecedent of
any real improvement in the state of the Jewish people,
now lost in the mazes of poverty, ignorance, indolence,
and unbelief, which must make the existence of true relig-
ion among them impossible. Many nights did I sit in
consultation with the learned Dr. Levinton, anxiously in-
quiring how our people might he engaged of their own
free will in agricultural pursuits, as the most useful and
profitable of occupations, and so he raised out of their pres:
entmiserable condition ofhopeless, crushing poverty. With ™
the consent of Government in Kischineff we called a large
meeting of our principal citizens, and endeavored to estab-
lish a society for the assistance of poor people undertak-
ing garden work, and I addressed the Jews generally in
their own dialect, for the furtherance of the same cause,
setting them a practical example in my own person and
those of my two sons, David and Nathan, who worked
with me daily in our owngarden plot. With a-like end in
view for Russian Jews generally, I wrote frequently to
Zederbaum’s journal in St. Petersburg. At the same time
I did my best to-improve the synagogal service at Kischi-
neff by providing a new and handsome House of P ayer,
with a good choir, and by removing from the service all
objectionable features. This I accomplished with a gen-
eral concurrence. Insuch ways as these my activities on
Israel’s behalf, during this my fourth decade, were mainly
practical. My conviction now was that the time for
writing and theorizing was gone hy—that what our peo-
ple mainly needed was in the first place active, healthy
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employment, which might take them out of their misera-
ble trafficking in silks and satins, gold and silver rarities,
embroideries, and the like—that even our boast to have
first created and then ruled theé mercantile system of the
modern world was no longer maintainable; that, in fact,
we are, and must remain, as the prophet Amos tells us,
“a little one” among the nations. Amos 7: 2, 5. To
thoughts like these I gave expression in an essay which
appeared in Zederbaum’s journal, whose Hebrew title
may be rendered, ““ Hasty Scribes and Boastful Traders.’

And so I enter on my present and fifth life’s decade,
and the period of the movement toward Christianity
among the Jews of Russia. Many events in its first years
turned my mind to fresh problems on behalf of Israel. The
death of the just, gentle, high-minded sovereign, Alexan-
der IT., was followed by the terrible persecutions which
broke out in Jelisabitgrad, Warsaw, Kieff, Balta, and
other places, and the flight or banishment of many thou-
sand Jews to America and Palestine. These awful occur-
rences helped me at length to recognize Him of whom
Moses and the Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, who
said of Himself (John 18:37), *“To this end was I born
and came into the world, that I may bear witness unto
the Truth. Everyone thatis of thé Truth hHeareth My
voice,”” whom I now recognize as my lLord and my
God.

Here Ilay down my pen. and lifting up my eves to
Him who now sitteth on the right hand of the Majesty
on high, I say to Him, “ Wilt thou still be angry with us?
Shall thy wrath burn like fire for ever? Wilt thou not
turn again and quicken us, that thy people may rejoice in
thee?” O that I might hear what God the Lord will say
concerning us, that He would speak peace to His people
and to His saints, so that they turn not again to follyv!
Yet is His salvation nigh to them that fear Him, that
Glory may dwell in our land. Amen. '

N

KISCHINEFE, 27 November, 1886,
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all preliminaries, and when these are completed the mar-
riage takes place. A bride ten vears of age is not uncom-
mon among Jews and Moslems, and very common at
twelve and fourteen. The latter age, fourteen, is not an
unusual one for Christian girls to. assume the duties of
wifehood. These child marriages and the methods used
to bring them about result in great unhappiness and fre-
quent divorce.

Divorce is disgracefully common among the Jews, and
may be obtained by the husband for the shightest provo-
cation. The rabbis have power to grant these, and do so
for the modest sum of thirty piasters—less than a dollar
and a half. This practice strikes at the sanctity of the
home, and makes the life of many a wife one of continued
fear-lest her hushand, displeased in some way,should send
her away. The breaking of the marriage bond is of fre-
quent occurrence among the Moslems also, and a very
easy process, the husband simply ordering his wife to
leave. Among the Christians the rules of the Church pre-
vent such unnatural proceedings. [ have heard of sepa-
-ations heing granted, but never a divorce, by the ecclesi-
astical officials.  With matrimonial affairs the local gov-
ernment has no concern.  These are allin the control of
the spiritual heads of the various religious communities.

From the above brief description of homeé life in mod-
ern Jerusalem there can he little gleaned by the diwellers
in American homes that will cause feelings of envy.—The
Indepenclent.

JOSEPH RABINOWITZ ON ZIONISAL
In'a Hebrew letter just received from Joseph Rabi-
nowitz, of Kishineft, Bessa rabia, South Russia, heexpresses
his opinion of the congress of Zionists, heldin Basle, Switz-
erland, last August. We translate:
wThe conference of Zionists in the city of Basle were
assembled against Jehovah and against His Christ. - The

~



288 THE PECULIAR PEOJ LI,

majority of those who bear the name of Zionists are relyels

and transgressors whom Jehovah, the God of Israel, will

purify out from among His people as tares from the wheat.
that they may not go+into the land of Is rael. . Bzek, 20-

88. This that the Jews in Jerusalem and in Palestine

have begun to do, in that they are speaking Hebrew, is

not that in this pure language all nations may call upon

the name of Jehovah to serve Him shoulder to shoulder in”
the name of the one Lord Jesus the Messiah, but that they

may glory in their wisdom and that it may appear to all

the inhabitants of the world that they are their own'
rulers. * Who is lord overus?’ Psa.12:4.

“Itremains for us who believe in Jehovah and in His
Christ according to the Gospel of the Apostle Paul to wait
a lrttle moment until the days of purification and the test-
ing of the people of Israel are completed. Then, only
then, after the purifying will Israel call upon the name of
Jehovah, and He will answer him and say, ‘ He ig my peo-
ple,” and the true Isracl in whom is no guile will say,
‘Jehovah is my God." Zech. 13:9.7

THE January issue of Tup Prcurisr ProrLe, a Chris-
tian monthly devoted to Jewish interests, containsg a
goodly amount of reading along political, social, literary
and religious lines. The tone of the magazine is o] ar and
lofty, Christ the Redeemer of the world being exalted in
every line.—7he Nortl and West.

TuE Sabbath was appointed to he ajoyv tous. What
greater joy can there e than to hear the words of the
Law and to be satiated with angels’ food and the bread
of Heaven?

God is holy and we ought to he holy as He is. All,
therefore, that we do ought to be donein accordance with
His thought.—Cn. 7. Lucky.

A XEW Jewish Technica] School, where mstruction in
other subjects is also to he given, will shortly he opened
m Lodz.







MR. JOSEPH RABINOWITZ’S

SERMONS

AND

ADDRESSES;

Being two specimen Sermons preached in regular course on Saturdays
to his Jewish townsmen in Kischeneff, South Russia, together
with a brief Summary of some Addresses he delivered to about
1,400, in all, of Jews, Jewesses and children, in celebration,
with the “Mildmay Mission to the Jews, ” during his few
weeks’ visit to London in the winter of 1886-7.

TRANSLATED BY MR. JAMES ADLER,
Missionary of the “Mildmay Mission.”
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"MR. JOSEPH RABINOWITZ'S

- Sermons and @A ddresses.

Sermon preached by Mr. Joseph Rabinowitz to the Jews z'n‘
Kischeneff, Bessarabia.

Having read Gen. xii. 1-4 and John viii. 51-59, and after
having offered prayers, the preacher said :—

Brethren according to the flesh!  Many a time have I had
the honour of attempting to rouse you from the sleep of sorrow
in which you have fallen by reason of the great trials that
overtook you in recent times, and to bring to your minds the
words of the Prophet Is. (xlv. 25) ““In the Lord shall all the
seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.” This I shall
repeat even a hundred and one times; that it is in vain you
try to justify yourselves before the European nations by your
wisdom, in which the learned among you pride themselves and
say, ‘‘ Among us Jews too are philosophers, doctors and men
well versed in every branch of science, who with their books
enrich the libraries,” &c., and you therefore think you have a
right to enjoy the fruit of their labours. It is equally vain to
boast of your ancestry; that you are an everlasting people,
offspring of the patriarchs of the world, the children of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, who found the truth, at a time:- when the
ancestors of the European nations were still living in gross
darkness and after the lusts of the flesh. What has taken
place recently, days in which you and the learned among you
thought you needed no more the light of the sun by day,
neither the brightness of the moon by night, looking upon
modern science as your everlasting light, and learning to be
your glory ! this has sufficiently revealed unto you, that after .
all you are poor, and destitute of everything. There is no
listening ear to your wisdom ; first, ‘ the poor man’s wisdom
is despised,”-said Solomon ; secondly, becausa the Buropsans
say, “ your wisdom is ours, and- your knowledge is pur
knowledge, and everything new among you is ours! for have

rou brought anything of this kind with you when you o
{rom Asig to Burope-whereby. you could benefit her chik

. L : . S .
. o .
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The lusts of the flesh war against the spirit, rendering it difficult to accep
e

God.
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un . .Y . W o
i d with men, an ) -
mmmmw.ﬂgorwwwmhﬂwﬂwa. The »oow.ﬁr:mmw and pride wm ”uw..,.».o WMp“MWm% wm
Fresi Smﬁrm not only do their duty towards God, mn ROTe e ings
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wﬁwrf.wm moE.BwEwmm you, mwm. we .pnorwwwnmwan am meai mm:: . bt we
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Sermons and Addresses. 31

XVII,—Without the permission of the Authorities neither & general nar
special assembly is to take place ; for the Government is ordained by God,
a8 we are told in the Holy Scriptures, and in her hands God has placed
all the concerns of the country, temporal as well as spiritual, to aold in
check by the power of the sword of the State those who are bent on doingevil.

XVIIT.—It is forbidden for any one to officiate as minister unless he is
authorised by the congregation and by the laws of the Country.

XIX.—The liturgy as well as the whole of the service must be conducted
in & language understood by the people; and as the most of the sons of
Israel in Russia understand Hebrew, ¢ the holy tongue,” and the German
jargon, therefore, it is decided that the service be conducted in these
languages.

XX.—The sacraments instituted by Christ serve us as faithful witnesses
of the grace of God, and His good will toward us; and it is through them
that He is working in us in a mysteriousand wonderful way, to keep alive
and to establish our faith in Him, and they are likewise chosen proofs that
Christ is the desire of our souls, and the glory of our heads. The Sacra-
ments are two ; Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ; the observance of them is
only of real use when the communicant receives them in a rightstate of mind.

XXI.—As the minister is not ministering in his own name but in the
name of Christ and on the strength of being sent by Him, it is our duty to
listen to the proclamation of the word of God by him, and to receive at
his hands the sacraments, although he is a. sinful man himself. His
sinfulness does not destroy the grace of the gift of God to the recipients of
the sacraments. But, nevertheless, the congregation is bound to
investigate carefully into the life and habits of their ministers, and if after
an impartial inquiry it has been found that the minister is a bad man, it
is the duty of the congregation to deprive him of his office.

XXII.—Baptism is a sign of the new birth. By means of water
baptism, the baptized one is placed and planted in the Church, the Church
of Christ. By means of water baptism there is the washing and cleansing
from all evil, the baptized ones testify before all that they know their

sins are forgiven, and that they are the children of God. It is there-
fore quite right that little ones should be led into the Church by baptism.

XXIII.—The Lord’s Supper is a sign that we remember the death
of “our Tiord ‘ the Messiah, till - He -come, and by partaking of that
heavenly bread and wine we unite sll our physical and spiritual power
with the body and blood of Christ which have been offered in this
world for our salvation. Such are bound up in the bundle of life to
shine eternally at the right hand of our heavenly Father. By faith the
bread which we partake becomes a part of the body of Christ, and the

blessed cup a part of the blood of Christ. The ungodly, who have no
living faith, eat it only with their mouths, but receive no part of
Christ, and their sin is unforgiven.

XXIV.—He who breaks intentionally any of the rules of the Church,
although it is not against the word of God, is to be reprimanded as
one who acted against the order of the Church; and against the
%035.5&05 of the Government.

It is within the power of the general, as well as in that of &
special assembly, to revise and to alter any Church rales which have only
been framed by the wisdom of man. But ey change must be for the
edification of all.

XXV.—We acknowledge that false and thoughtless swearing Iis,
according to our Lord Jesus Christ, and His apostle James, forbidden ; but
still we are of opinion, that according to the religion of Christ it is nof
forbidden, but allowed to take an oath in matters touchi Government .
if one does it truthfully and in harmony with the law oﬁ .
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there 1s but one

unciroumeised’ throﬂgh fa.tth an& ths.(: there is Bo' dxﬁe

-and- Gre&k, between: bcmd a;nd free, bebween mala amd fe
all one in Christ, -

5. 1 blieve, with & perfoct faith, in a I'Ioly‘ Catholic a¥d
Chureh. ’

6. I oonfess ong. baptusm for the gpmmsmn of e TR
7. I wait for the: msumeﬁtmn and mnawe& hﬁe 6f the daa.d &ndfior'mqﬂ

lit'e of the Wotld W(mme. " Amen.

Fonhhy salvation

I wait, O Lord, forThysép}m 3 ,5,(‘
.0 Lor_d, for Thy salvation T I




32 Mpr. Joseph Rabinowitz’s Sermons and Addresses

THE CREED

1. I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father is the living,
and true, and eternal God, who created heaven ad earth and everything
visible and invisible through His Word and His Holy Spirit. All things
are from Him, all things in Him, and all things to Him.

2. I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father, has
according to His promise made to our forefathers, to our prophets, and to
our king David, the son of Jesse, raised unto Israel a Redeemer, Jesus,
who was born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem the city of David, who
suffered; was crucified, dead, and buried for our salvation, rose again from
the dead, and liveth, and sitteth at the right hand of our heavenly Father,
from thence He shall come to judge the world, the living and the dead.
He is the appointed King over the house of Jacob for ever, and of His
Dominion there shall be no end.

3. I believe, with a perfect faith, that by the counsel of God and His
foreknowledge, our ancestors have been smitten with hardness of heart
for sin and for rebellion against our Messiah; the Lord Jesus, in order to
provoke the other nations of the earth unto jealousy, and to reconcile
them all through faith in Christ, by the word of His Evangelists, in order
that the knowledge of Jehovah should cover the earth, and Jehovah be
King over the whole world.

4.1 believe, with a perfect faith, that through faith in Jesus, the
Messiah along, without the works of the law, a man may be justified that
there is but one God, who justifies the circumcised Jews by faith, and the
uncircumcised through faith; and that there is no difference between Jew
and Greek, between bond and free, between male and female. They are
all one in Christ.

5. I believe, with a perfect faith, in a Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church.

6. I confess one baptism for the remission of sins.

7. I wait for the resurrection and renewed life of the dead, and for the
life of the world to come. Amen

For thy salvation, I wait, O Lord!
I wait, O Lord, for Thy salvation,
O Lord, for Thy salvation I wait.
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Maxy Christians are already acquainted with the religious
movement amongst the Jews in South Russia; but those who
are students of prophecy and interested in the conversion of
the Jews are watching this movement with peculiar interest
and sympathy, and even with prayerful solicitude.

Will the movement be conducted on Jewish lines as at first
comnienced ?  If so, what will be the issue? Are we to have
it said towards the close of this dispensation as was said at its
opening “Thou seest, brother, how many myriads of Jews
there are who believe, and they are all zealous of the law ?”
Or is the movement destined to be absorbed by some Sect or
Missionary Society and thus crushed? These are questions
which exercise the thought and awaken the anxiety of many
of Israel’s truest and warmest friends.

My own interest in Rabinowitch and his work is the natural
outcome of a life-long devotion to the welfare of the Jewish
people, and begins and ends with a simple desire to understand
the origin, development, and probable issue of the movement ;
to test as far as possible its reality and spirituality ; and to
encourage and strengthen the hands of its leader, rendering him
if necessary pecuniary help, but leaving him absolutely free as
to doctrine and practice. Any individual, Church, or
Missionary Society going beyond this,” and seeking, from
whatever motives, to control or appropriate the leader, and
absorb the movement, would, in my judgment, incur a very
grave responsibility from which any but the most reckless
would at once shrink,

About March or April 1864 the movement and the nams of
its leader were first brought under my notice by a- short
paragraph in one of our papers. I cut out the notice and
preserved it until July 14th, 1884, when I embodied it in a
lecture I delivered on the evening of that day in the Conference
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. Hall, Mildmay Park. The lecture was addressed chiefly to
Jews on the subject of « Jews, Egypt, and Palestine.”*

The notice was as follows :—*“Considerable exitement has
been aroused in the Jewish ¢ommunities of South Russia, by
the appearance at Kischeneff of an energetic Reformer named
Joseph Rabinowitch. . He declares Christ to have been the
real ﬁAmme.pF supporting his theories by numerous 'citations
from the ancient Scriptures. Rabinowitch is an enthusiastic
and eloquent preacher, and is winning numerous proselytes
Heis psm.nWmEm.n._mom generally by the Jewish Press.’ .

In the following month, about the 923rd of E.Hmcmn 1884
MWMMM p@mmmpwom mm. _mwﬂmu wﬂ the Times dated August 20th, and

ritten from Hambur ¢ Bis i whick
ot i mo:oﬂmumlm ¥ Bishop Titcomb, from which we

. The publication of the following facts will, I thi

“H_HwMMmW _Mv mv“.ﬁw mwﬂw Mﬂw M%Mum MMM%_WM.H“ m_wa.nw .nﬂm% nmcmﬁw a mwnm.nmo mOmmMWMMM
They were communicated to me nﬂo.ﬂm ﬁmp _Om mn%awm nHw_m e yenle,
m,nm:wmoz,.pum are taken from nmnmmw“ :wc.lmn ° mmq. o it
Judaicum in Leipzig ing Nt whah 1y citutum
National Jewish wo&wmmam_wwﬁmwrwommﬁWMNMEWHWOE%M MWNMHM .wammﬂmwnwm

the origi i
tL M MM_MW.E_ Hebrew language and German translation 5. Professor Franz

The author of this South Russian Bess; i
L 3 ssarab
named Joseph Rabinowitch, a man who is Mwmmwmw
compatriots, and who has for a long time been end
the ooua;_os,mﬁm to raise the culture of hi;
that persecution in South Russia in 1832 which
foreibly brought before the British public he was
meoWE@nwon of r_..rm Holy Land. In order to dise:
1S e set out himself for Palestine, anq from the ti i
ooE_Hﬁmunmm a complete revolution of hig religious onwﬂymmowwcwmm. et there
Betas mMm convictions are based on g belief that the historical Jesus of
Bet %y MHM smﬂm_ M.Mﬂmn all, mwww Szmm Messiah spoken of by Abraham, Moses,
i tor the crucifixion of whom the Jews have ever si b
wanderers and-their land made desolate. Thi impression. o the
: d e . deep impressio th
mind of Rabinowitch was nof pp, 3 iny imuon Christian
ind : ] produced by any influence of Christi
Inissionaries, but entirely by the force of ¢f it carried
along with it a very strong feelin D15 hope for e pong; b carried
A g that the only hope for his le’
to their land would be by their acknowi 3 Hacks, - Tn this
r ir a edgment of such facts. . it
M%vw.s_nrocn for a moment thinking of joining the memaﬁuo mr:wﬂraww
> p Emw“ 2 plan ot forming congregations of Jewish nationality, founded
mwmmuam:m%rﬁmwocnw_ m.umrmwoan:b& works of the New Testament, mmos_% and
Iipened in his soul, He returned from Palestine wit i
Wﬂﬂ%uacmmm%wﬂww Mwwmnow nwm MHQW H.Ewa. lies in the hands ommosN_WWomw%
esus. ] ndeed, that the centre of it; hi
lies hidden in the on:..u esus our bry i hrilling wouss roed
. ¢ other.” ‘I'hese thrilling words
.waMmm%man mw Ep_mnmw of fact, to possess such powers of mnnnwosmuzm.m.uomuw WMM
) Wm e mm Wm.n ren that they have not orly awakened the hearts of all in
pche nm. —] J.w own place of residence—but of many also in other parts of
e mp Mﬂ..a» om.w than 200 families have now joined in one communion
and bre Mn mm %m ?MWM Wu Nn_mruww W ewish New Testament Congregation ;
. S ¥ i
liturgy expressly drawn up by wEUWMmMMmr._.pm celebrated aocording to a

The Times newspaper so
zealously advocating the
over ways and means for

I3
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“In September 1884 I commenced a personal correspondence
with Rabinowitch for the purpose of ascertaining as far as
possible the reality and extent of the work, and to get some
idea of the spirit of its leader. This correspondence has been
continued to the present and has ripened into friendship, and-
into a loving Christian brotherhood. His first letter o me is
published in Hebrew and in English in « The First Ripe Fig.” *

During the following month, October, I had a, strong desire to
see Rabinowitch face toface, to hearof his work from his own lips,
and thus be able to speak to friends from personal knowledge.

My first thought was to go to Kischeneff, see the work on
the spot, and then bring Rabinowitch over to London, not to
lionize him and thus injure him and possibly ruin his work ;
but simply that in private life he might associate with
sympathetic and spiritually-minded Christians and thus get
helped in spirit for his work ; and further, that by a few public
addresses—to Jews, to bring them to Christ; andto Christians,
to arouse them to take interest in the Jews; he might bring
glory to Christ, blessing to his own soul, and help to his work.

Some few Christians, whose views I felt bound to respect,
though their fears I could not share, thought it undesirable
and even dangerous to bring Rabinowitch over to London, but
thought it very desirable that I should visit him and see the
work. Some two or three persons wrote against my going out
there and Rabinowitch coming here, in such a spirit of jealousy,
that I passed over these i silence as unworthy of notice.

Rabinowitch was now seeking the permission of the Russian
Government to hold regular religious services according to a
prescribed form drawn up by himself, so we urged on him the
necessity of his remaining at his post whilst this matter was
pending. In December he got the consent of the Government,
and then began to speak of going to Leipzig to see Professor
F. Delitsch, and said he should continue his journey to London.

We then thought it would be pleasant on all sides to meet at
Leipzig with the advantage of the wise and loving counsels of
the venerable Prof. Delitsch. I wrote to Prof. Delitsch, who
replied that should Rabinowitch come to Leipzig he would
inform me; at the same time expressing himself as having no
particular desire to see him until he was baptised. Under
these circumstances, and besides, Rabinowitch wished to travel
incog. because of his movements being watched by the Press,
1t was thought better to meet at first in Berlin and then go on
to Leipzig should this be agreeable to Prof. Delitsch. This
was the course pursued.

A large number of the friends and supporters of our

“ Mildmay Mission to the Jews ” have taken g very warm and
loving interest in this movement and have generously

. * 7. F. Snaw & Co. 48, Paternoster Row. E. C. 4d.
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the needs of Rabinowitch and his werk,

ying . Ing ;
eated history of my connection with this movement
:  them, pm% u.mawﬁumma% desired by them, together with
u at of our visit to Germany, and of what was said and
05 ohference with Rabinowifch and with Prof. Delitsch.

iends of the « Mildmay Mission to the Jews,” and published
& separate form because too lengthy for our monthly—

SERVICE FOR THE KING.

. Early in January 1885, one of our daily papers in London

had the following notice of a service held in Kischeneff on
Christmas eve, which testifies to the reality and.extent of the

‘movement—

“ NEW IsrRAEL.”—Such is the title, writes our Odessa Correspondent, of
a Jewish sect founded about 18 months ago at Kischeneff, the capital of
the neighbouring Government of Bessarabia, by Joseph Rabinowitch, an
Israelite, and which accepts Jesus Christ as the Jewish Messiah. And on
Christmas Eve (0.8.) & room in the house of that Reformer's brother, was,
with the permission of the Minister of the Interior, consecrated as a
synagogue for the sect, on which occasion there were present the Rev.
R. Faltin, the Lutheran Pastor of Kischeneff, the police-master of that
town, the commissary of police of the district in which the sanctuary is
situated, a few Christians of the educated class, and & number of young
Jews and Jewesses. In the middle of the room stood a Christmas tree
loaded with fancy articles and variously-coloured candles, of course
lighted. On one side of the room was a table covered with black cloth,
trimmed with gold fringe. On this table were the Old and New Testaments,
and various religious publications. The consecration service commenced
with the singing of hymns by a choir of meh and women, to the
accompaniment of an organ. This sacred concert concluded, M. Rabi-
nowitch mounted a slightly elevated platform, read portions of the Old
Testament, first in Biblical Hebrew and afterwards in Russian, and then
preached in the jargon of his people a sermon, largely filled with citations
from the Holy Scriptures, demonstrating to his brother Israelites their
error in expecting the Messiah to come again upon earth, inasmuch as He
. had already appeared in the person of our Lord and Saviour J esus Christ.
E This discourse was listened to with great attention by the congregation.

On the 28th of January, 1885, there appeared in one of our
morning papers the following telegram from Vienna, :—

MURDER oF 4N EMINENT JEWISH SECTARIAN.

The news comes frem Odessa that Joseph Rabinowitch, chief of the
Jewich sect lately founded in Russia under the denomination of “ New
Tsrael,” has just been assassinated at Kischeneff. The new sect has been
in existence about two years, and already includes scveral hundred

proselyte families, - .

These tidings filled many hearts with the deepest sorrow.
I immediately sent off & telegram to Kischeneff and paid for
the reply, which reached me about 10 o'clock at night,
* Rabinowitch quite well.” T immediately put on my boots,
and ran off to bear the tidings to Mr, Mathieson, and to
Mrs. Pennefather, and others. Soon many hearts were made
as glad as they had been made sad.

H
i

our expenses in visiting him, that a some-

‘then is written primarily, though not exclusively, for the’

" .

When we met Rabinowitch in Berlin ﬂa.m.ww& him how wEm.,.
report originated. He simply replied, with a shrug of the .

shoulder, “ an enemy.” .
Visit To BERLIN axD LEIrzia.

My companions in travel were Mr. Adler, one of our
missionaries ‘'who acted as interpreter; p.um Dr. UEA.E_‘ our
senior medical missionary, who accompanied us for his own

profit and. for my pleasure, and who insisted on paying the .

greater part of his own expenses. Not a penny of any of the

expenses was taken out of the regular Mission fund. .
On Thursday morning, March 12, 1885, we left H.oumoﬁm for

Berlin where we arrived safely about 8 o’clock on Friday

evening. Rabinowitch had already arrived and reported

himself at our Hotel, but was out at the time we arrived. Ina

few minutes he came in and there were loving greetings and

warm embraces all round. - In a few minutes we were settled
in our respective rooms, then met in social converse at the
tea-table, and afterwards in one of our bedrooms for reading
the Scriptures, conversation and prayer. On our first evening
I read Psalm ciii., and all four of us engaged in thanksgiving
and. prayer. We then engaged in free conversation with
Rabinowiteh, about himself, his family, and his ﬁonF till
about 11 o'clock when we bade each other good night and
retired to rest. Thus ended our first evening.

After breakfast on Saturday morniug we met in Rabinowitch’s-

room for prayer and conference. Rabinowitch read with mmmw
solemnity the 53rd of Isaiah in Hebrew and I in English, and
Dr. Dixon and Mr. Adler prayed. We afterwards arranged
that our morning and evening readings should be a chapter
read by one in Hebrew and by another in English, and the
other two brethren should engage in prayer. We read Isaiah
53rd, 62nd, Psalm 2nd and 29nd; and from the New Testa-
ment such portions as John 17th and Romans 12th.
Rabinowitch is about 47 years of age, though he looks a
little older. His head is bald, his remaining hair white, and
he walks with & stick being lame on his left foot. He is of
good ordinary stature, about five feet nine inches in height.
He is possessed of a strong will, is very tenderhearted, and
quick to appreciate any loving interest in him. Wher the
person and work of the Lord Jesus; the interests of the
Jewish . people; or portions of the sacred Scriptures were
under discussion, his eyes flashed fire, his tongue went at

express speed, and his whole frame—hands, arms, shoulders—.

spoke out on the subject. His whole bearing seemed to
remind us of the ancient prophets who had come forth from an
audience with Jehovah to deliver messages for Him. )

He was married about thirty years ago. His wife—a

 Jewess—is still living, and they have three sons and three
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daughters. His eldest son is about twenby.ni i
- . ty-n ’ .
youngest child about nine. The eldest son omom _MM mem&r“
now a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, resides in Odessa
and has an agency in some French company. One daughter
Is married, cﬁm her husband is still a doubter. mmmo six
aw._%&nwu m.w_m wife are all believers. '
. rother of Rabinowitch i
UWWS@W nearly thirty yonre ng M.E.m baptised by the late
ough not a regularly qualified solicitor Rabinowitch
“pm was licensed by the Government authorities to Emoaom%wM
awyer amongst his own people, and now
course, all his clients have forsaken him and if they had not

His mind was greatl i i ing o
atly exercised and agitated during and
Mnmw a:w Russo-Turkish war, as to the amEmwowp_ So:,.vmmmum of
s people.  How could Jews be settled in Bussia or Roumania
ﬂ_pmﬁ._ houses cotild not be hell in the name
Faltin had once called his at it

] S attention to the 105th Psalm
it uoﬂwou.Bm back to his mind with much force, m@ommmmw
verses 23, 24, and 25: “Israel also came into Egypt; and

Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. And He i i
. nere
Wmmow_m greatly ; and made them stronger than their Nﬂm%ﬂwwm
Emmm urned nrw:. heart to hate His people, to deal subtilly with
H m%m.,ﬂmﬂm. Verse 42— He remembered His holy promise
an raham “m.cm servant.” Rabinowitch thought, surely _..Ew
M a parallel time of suffering and of promised deliverance,
S yet, he thought of nothing beyond relief from sufferin
mb% %MoanEmmﬁo people’s temporal welfare, &
. Sad and desperate condition of his people led hi
entertain the question of agricultural oo_onwmm.w%rwom _mbw:wm
Mmmmg, would partially relieve the distross, He nrmamrn of
orming an agricultural colony in Bessarabia, but the Jews
themselves would not encourage this. Those who were

usurers and public-house keepers preferr i
ed t
were ; and che better class p ° derad.” & they

s and thra of Jews were hindered. So this

. He now resolved (1882) to go to Palestine : i in
Jerusalem, he gazed on the m”oqmo;% and Hm:,%_m mwm.mnwwﬁw wb
%pogm by the ruin and desolation all around —even the mm<wcum
b.m.aﬂ . weeping and praying at the wailing place could be

1ghtened away by an” Arab woman, He was now led to
reflect upon 2 Chron. xxxvi, 14-16 :—« Moreover all the chief
of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all
the abominations of the heathen ; and polluted the house of the
Lord which He had hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord
God of their fathers sent to them by His messengers, rising u
betimes, and mmu&zm ; because He had oonm.mmmo_u on m mmw
People, and on His dwelling place. But they mocked - the .
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messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused His
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people,
till there was No REMEDY.”

This passage he reflected was in the last chapter of the last
book of the Hebrew Bible, and the words “ No REMEDY " came
to his mind with overwhelming force. No remedy even in the
study of the Talmud, though som2 thought otherwise. He
then thought of the New Testament and its teachings and
received impressions, as by a light from heaven, that probably
all the sufferings of the Jews and the desolation of the land
of Palestine were to be traced to the people’s continued
rejection of Christ, and that all the hopes of the nation centred
in Tesus the crucified One. He returned home with his mind
full of this new light. His wife at first opposed his views
because she did not understand them ; but his children soon
accepted them. He now began to regard the teachings of the
New Testament as Divinely mspired as those of the Old, and
the Lord Jesus Christ as the true Son of God, the way, the
truth and the life. To know the Son, he says, is to know and
understand the Father, and for this reason he specially delights
in the Gospel of John. < :

He says, the Jews think they can understand the Son
through the Father, but Jesus says, ¢ No man cometh ucto
the Father but by Me. He that hath seen Me hath seen the
Futher.” -

In answer to the question—* When did you-definitely trust
in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation? >’ he replied—* a year
ago last Rosh Hasshana, ie., about a year and half ago.”

On his return from Palestine he began to speak to the Jews
about Mr. Oliphant's schemes of colonization, but these he said
would not lead the Jews back to Palestine ; the Jews gathered
round him to speak about the Holy Land, but, at first, he did
not speak to them about Christ. Many of the people thought
that Rabinowitch would form a colony, and himself lead the
Jews back to Palestine. Soon after this Rabinowitch began
to tell his brethren that he thought the only one who could
lead them back to Jerusalem would be the Messiah, and to
set them looking in the right direction for the Messiah he
told them a little story by way of illustration. A number of
Jews travelling by a four-wheeled conveyance in a little town
in Poland, lost one wheel, and still pursued their journey ;
they overtook another carriage driving in front, and one ran
and asked if this one had seen a lost wheel on the road.
The driver replied-—‘* You foolish man, you must go back and"
not forward to find your lost wheel.”” The four wheels were
Abraham, Moses, David, and the Messiah. The fourth wheel,
the Messiah, had been lost, the Jews must go back to find it,
Finding this, Israel’s four-wheeled chariot would run with
safety. ’ .
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Seme of the Jewish prayers for the New Year he regards

as simply a protest against Christianity. The Jews find it

difficult to think of the Messiah ag

wish to believe in the preachin

4 c ¢ g of John—they do not y
Mﬂwuwoﬂw %M aﬂ MMEEm nmwﬁuwod. They Smﬁm as Mmomno.mwﬁm
Whe et b perly eat Sabbath meals; and all as Christians

When Rabinowitch be in

L began to think that he ought

”.MMWMW MBM ow_wu. believer in Christ he was Ba@or %MHHWM»MM
e uwd M_ of sects amongst Christians and hesitated
& Jom Ow_u %%u. mnwmw says, as the Jordan must be crossed
w0 soach s esus is the way to spiritual possession
~As to the Lord’
of the New Cove
over Supper. T
at other times, b

a Servant, and they do not

s Supper, Rabinowitch sa

) ys that the memb
Wbm_un do not celebrate this except as puuu.umMM
M% do not yet see their way to celebrate it
bt ut this they hope to ‘do when they have been
&mowﬁmm. o mwmwuﬂmu vgo bma Jesus &m not command His
e ‘ er Hi$ resurrection, but to remember

Zoz&merm.uowﬁm, mozo ‘

wers see the necessity of i

MMMMMNW mﬂ Myﬂﬂ@%%ﬁ mmuﬁwcm mro observance om mumw% M%wwm
.v H

future time observe Sunda; MM&W%W%W. that they may at some

. .. .
OuhOEﬂOumHOHH is also o served bu ot i
i . t n at all OOSmHQmNG@

.»mnoEmwwmpoEnw i
g he preaches the L i '}
but states that repentance must also vmo wMMMoMM% °d in Glrie,

He seems to have much faith in sacraments, and thinks that

souls m i i i
fouls ay get life while -partaking of the Lord’s Supper in
Rabinowitch

has been steeped in Rabbini i

) in

“.wmﬁmwww wu% %_Q.E of expression will long ran MMB,.H‘@WMMEM%

sl Hmo_o Hmcmm For instance : the Lord Jesus Christ is

called the auu of Man (Adam). The three letters in Hebrew

EEMH Hmzm mm word D-IN—Aleph, Daleth and Mem. N is the

éoamlbmﬂ.mo. MMM Momwﬂ>w«wwwﬁ ; = the initial letter of the

; | Initial letter of the word—.
SMMOMM %Mm.mwﬁ M,Mwmm ,M,%B to come. From H.Um<_w%owww.m to
, Who i
Emwmmm ._u.ﬂ esus came to fill OﬁMqManMMM the prophet like unto
ealing with the passage ** Hear, O Is

mo%m &u.m .H.o& is One " he mwmm_mm out ,ﬁ_o 8Mm~..m..”w._..wxblowm ocw

Honno«o oﬂ:ww& letter of the word N fruth : I the :MMWM

o w word O"M Iife; and < the initial letter of the
t._ way—thus we have the one God—the truth the

life, and the way; a id «
and g, the way; and Jesus said “I am the way, the truth,
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On the same Cabalistic principle the first three letters in‘the-
Hebrew Bible make. the Trinity—Son, Spirit, and Father,”
We however showed him that ingenious and interesting as
this might be, it was a rather dangerous principle, for the
same letters might be taken to represent other words directly -
contradicting the points supposed to have been proved. ;

His heart seemed much set on a school for boys and. girls,
and stated that there were plenty of children ready to come.
He must first have the permission of the Government, and -
this he could get only when he could show that the needed
funds would be forthcoming. He would himself be the
teacher and would teach Christ out of the Old and New-
Testaments. : :

Rabinowitch rejoicing at the prospect of the school, said
« When mine eyes shall see this, I shall live. It will scem .
that all is done.” This scheme would need about 1500
roubles a year for two or three years, after which he hopes it
would be:self-supporting. . : -

Rabinowitch has his mind fixed upon an agricultural Colony.
He thinks that for about 4000 roubles a year he could get land -
that would soon. support about one hundred families. They
would grow maize, tobacco, wheat, &c.

Rabinowitch showed us a large number of letters he had
received in Hebrew and other languages from Jews in Russia
and Roumania, making inquiry concerning the new sect, and
asking for copies of rules or doctrines that they may come
and join the society. He would willingly have given to me
the whole pile, but I would only accept two or three as
specimens.

On Saturday evening, Mr. Hausig, Secretary of the Berlin
Society for the conversion of the Jews, called, and we had a
friendly but brief interview for he wished chiefly to see
Rabinowitch. In. reply to my question as to .the work his
Society was carrying on amongst the Jews in Berlin, where
there are over 60,000 Jews, his reply was that they had at
present only one missionary and one colporteur, and these
occasionally visited other parts of Germany. They had no
Halls or meeting places for Jews ; the work consists simply in -
speaking to individuals. Mr. Hausig was very anxious that
Prof. Strack, a member of their committee and editor of a
periodical called ¢ Nathanael ” should visit us, so we ap-
pointed .Sunday evening at 7 o’clock for an interview. We
found him a most intelligent Christian gentleman and warmly
interested in Israel. As we had another engagement at
8 o'clock, we appointed another interview at 10 a.m. on
Monday. He came at 10 o’clock and remained till 2.30—about
one hour and a half witk me and 3 hours with Rabincwitch.

Prof. Strack admitted that their Society was doing little or
nothing in evangelizing the German Jews, and yet I saw he
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Wﬁwmﬁmw.“_@woﬁw»‘mu@mmr Societies_sending missionaries to the
Corman Gt ant Germany. I urged him to arouse the
e Tl o 1ans to such a sense of their duty and privilege
o E_.mmﬂ.ouwmwww %ﬂwm mﬁﬂnm themselves and leave no noomu
other countries. In th i
me%_ﬂwmw ﬁgwmﬂ me.wbr Christ to the Jews. I mmwmﬁww_sp wﬂ.ﬁm
s 1o pron wn p wﬂ dmay Mission, whose sole present object
nenro o weh G rist to all the Jews in Great Britain, as
neare; @wﬁbm n nma_qpnmm whom British Christians were laid
Dleacant mdemnﬂm %N;r@gmmﬁm oc:mpawnm. We closed our
Peopla. prayer for all Missions to God’s ancient
0 i .
OWEWormaM%%W_QEOMMEm. we all four went to Prof. Cassel’s
Tk w and er Em service, we had an interview with this
Jowish | erin his vestry, and again on Tuesday mornin
o P m.pmm.ue conversation with him in his own house Em
w-&.mcﬂw .MM _w.ooocun of the sad state of the .H@Smlﬂo.zm_wa
ol o opmmm :.Hmm Mammon loving, and practically infidel in
Nomy s .Mm.u m@m. much like the nominal ~Christians
Moms o mma ere 1s also a devout and truth-seeking @ci;ou.
A, mooEU mﬁﬁ Gospel and he has several inquirers. His
congraen Omwnm hm%wm WEonm Spw mmemﬂmBm. There was a good
2 orenoon of Sunda d i i
the oo s i th Yy, and immediately after
i MMH e, mmwﬂ.om.mu or _Uﬂ,m?o hundred children wers trooping
ter dinner at our Hotel -on S
) 0 : unday we had a sh i
“n__nm%“%%w M.Mm_% M‘mvﬁoﬂﬂﬁw“ Hmuumm nmmu @mew ﬁrm,vlmw m%mﬁm”w%
red wi rof. Strack, we went t
wmmwmmmn; Omﬁqum 1n conversation, Scripture Em&qu mﬂmmwww nmwm
o Mm M.E.mg s, where we met Mrs. Davies mnmubw. NmmE%m.:.
Thaone %m_E. met Dr. Zieman on Monday evening and on
v vmu H<@N~mwﬁwbmh¢mvbo& has been doing a blessed work
. s labo : ; Ny - o
om@%on too much praise ﬁrszomM. Berlin,for which Christians
Eon% mMM_o%Hm we mem little taste of the Juden-hetze in our
at ot o e nmzo d’hote, for when we entered the room at
a gﬁ\.&nﬁ:s.gww : Mmﬁ.ﬁwwwe mqm were mw once hastily relegated to
4 e corner of the lar, i
nothing, had a good dinner, b 83 tho room wpnd
¢ , but never entered th. i
o Suniay Wo S ot T, but entered the room again.
an earlier hour in ¥ y
mb@,N ouwgomam.% and Tuesday we dined &mMMW%w%pﬁpﬂ oo
- mm l M& intended to leave Berlin for Leipzig on the Monda,
Pt It be m_w MM%MW%@M to JM that Prof. Delitsch would be ?oww
3 and could not confer with us till W,
éamm&w.%om our wamﬂncnm from Berlin till Tuesda Mmﬁ%ﬂmpw,
pugm.ﬁ_%mﬁm in bm%ﬁm on Tuesday evening Y oo
We had not been long in our Hotel -
arrived to announce that Prof. Delitsch .ﬁﬂwwﬁm m._u me.memm_mmn
about 8 o’clock the same evening, °
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This venerable and honoured scholar came accompanied by
two young men, Dr. Lotsky and Mr. Faber, intelligent and
zealous in Israel's cause. After salutations and introductions
Prof. Delitsch proceeded to read in German some eight or nine
Theses respecting Rabinowiteh and his work, and which were
to form the basis of our conference the next day. - Mr. Adler
was requested to make a rough translation of these - into
English by 10 o'clock on Wednesday morning when we should
meet for our first session. Dr. Dizon and Mr. Adler were up
about 6 o’clock the next morning, which meant a little after
5 o'clock with us in London. Whilst they were translating, I
was seeking Divine guidance in prayer, for some of these
«Theses” we could not possibly subscribe to, and the form in
which some were drawn up had evidently pained the mind of
Rabinowitch. I told Prof. Delitsch on the first evening that it
would give us the greatest pleasure if we found that we could
with a good conscience agree with him on every point, and that
it would give us corresponding pain if we could not see alike on
every point; but even then we hoped to preserve mutual
respect and brotherly love. :

. WEeDNESDAY 10 A.M., LEIPZIG.

1st Session.—Present Prof. F. Delitsch who presided, and
opened proceedings with prayer; Dr. Lotsky and Mr. Faber;
and the members of our party Dr. Dizon, Mr. Adler, and
myself. Babinowitch was left at the Hotel. Dr. Delitsch
proposed that our first session should be of a less formal
character, merely friendly and conversational. The * Theses,”
however, were soon introduced, or rather the substance of
some of them. At the very outset Prof. Delitsch intimated that
the movement in Kischeneff had not extended beyond
Rabinowitch and his brother and their respective families. 1
gave a look of surprise if not of incredulity, which Prof.
Delitsch caught, and then asked, < Are you surprised?”” « I
am,” T replied, and asked for authority. ~Prof. Delitsch turned
to young Mr. Faber who had recently been to Kischeneff, and
he confirmed the statement. They admitted that others
attended the services, but could not be reckoned as identified
with the movement.

In none of the many letters I have received during six
months past has Rabinowitch mentioned any definite number
of adherents. The movement has never taken the form of
Church membership. His place of worship has been crowded
with Jews again and again; the Government sanction has
been sought and obtained; and scores of letters have come
to Rabinowitch from Jews all over Russia and Roumania
inquiring about the movement ; so that it seems scarcely fair
to give the impression that the movement has not extended
beyond Rabinowitch, his family, and his brother and family.
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One of the first points introdu i
£ ced was, in subst
follows— Perfect uncontrolled freedom should be @HWMMMM
to Rabinowitch in conducting this movement ; there should

be no HHHﬂ&HmmHQU.OO Swu.m.nmqmu D.Oﬁu. an’ 1arter, as to doct: me
3 Y q y Iy

In this there was perfect a
[ 2 greement. '
That Rabinowitch’s continued
. oV s observance of th -
over, Circumcision, and the Jewish Sabbath, mwgmmw.wpm.umn
Mwmwagg w %%.Mu@ for refusing Christian sympathy and help
n; as . . . !
.mmzm._ﬁmo as © dia not trust in these, but in Christ alone *o.w
In this also there was perfect agreement. .
Wnonwmﬂ.. mm.m:i was respecting baptism.
was Intimated that some Christians in England had
Wmm mo fear that pressure had been put upon wm_wmuoinw.r %M Nw
mm% sm, giving him the impression that he could expect aid
rom German Christians only on condition of baptisin. This
Mm_w _stated to be a mistake. The Lutherans certainly wished
bp inowitch to be baptised, but as far as Prof. Delitsch. Dr
otsky, and Mr. Faber were concerned he might be ba tised
mc%mwmnm.. even in the Greek Church. P
e point was formulated in substance as follows :—
m,wmmn Rabinowitch may be baptised in any @mnaom_mﬁ evan-
gelical Church he pleases, and in any form, but that he should
simply be regarded as a member of the Church of Christ, and

no.“mn . .
,vaonom 3 ramm%noiﬁor%m person who may baptise him

This also secured unity of mmua.Eouﬂ.
mouH.d M..rmm Bmm&m of Mro morning session Rabinowitch was sent
. an p . :
fow; WS.:FE.Emn € morning session Prof. Strack arrived
At - present the Government i inowi
Gover permits Rabinowitch ¢
preach to the Jews in his place of worship, but does bonm
permit Pastor Faltin to do so. The jealousy of the Greek
Catholics towards the Lutherans is such that Rabinowitch
opﬂMon be baptised in Kischeneff without danger to his work
mo_ e was mmﬂmmm to dm” baptised and ordained abroad: or mm
Mwawnmm_wsmmwuw wmm baptism_ certificate would be sufficient to
nstitute € recognised leader of
mrﬂw_m Wo baptize oﬁrmam.@ e of the movement, and
r. Rabinowitch stated that, accordin i
r nowi N g to the law in
W”Em_rcmwsmg in any Church constitutes the person baptized
Enmwuwpmw om_wwwa OF_HQF Em%pmo insists that his ordination
» on the ground of th i i
g&%mwm.m_;mm of the New mwoéammn © confossion of faith of
e know through Pastor Faltin, as well as thy i
/ g s rough , infor-
mation from the Theological faculty of Dorpat, mrmwum_nm
msmmmSon of_the baptism of the Jews of the New Covenant
in South Russia was forwarded to the Consistory of St. Peters-
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burgh who referred it back to the faculty at Dorpat. Under
the circumstances it is thought necessary to wait a while to
ascertain whether, under certain conditions, baptism may not
be given by some evangelical Pastor in Russia. :

The matter was mooted as to whether Mr. Wilkinson
could not baptize Rabinowitch. Mr. Wilkinson gave a short
account of the way in which he baptises Jews, which. seemed
to commend it to the Conference for its simplicity. And
further that he simply baptised into the Church of Christ,
and not into any sect.

But Mr. Wilkinson stated clearly the reasons why he could
not baptize Mr. Rabinowitch.

1st.—He still thought baptism in any form at present
premature. By baptism Rabinowitch would in the eyes of his
Jewish brethren be relegated to the list of Meshummadim
(apostates) and his influence with them would be diminished.

9nd. — He feared that many Christians might feel less
interest in Rabinowitch and in his work, if the person baptiz-
ing him and the mode of baptism did not meet their views,
and that a little further delay could do no kharm.

And lastly, If he, Mr. Wilkinson, baptized Mr. Rabinowitch
he would never be able to convince some Christians in Eng-
land that this had not been his original intention in going to
meet Rabinowitch. - .

For these reasons, on no account would he baptize Mr.
Rabinowitch. He had simply come in his individual and
private capacity, to see Rabinowitch face to face, to form his
personal acquaintance, encourage him in his good work, and
that afterwards he might be able to speak more definitely to
friends in England who were disposed to aid the good work.

The morning session was closed at 1 o’clock by Mr.
Wilkinson offering prayver, and by Prof. Delitsch pronouncing
the benediction.

The 2nd Session met at 3 p. m. Wednesday March 18th,
1885, in the room of the Institutum Judaicum.

Prof. Delitsch observed that the two families of Rabino-
witch and his brother numbered about fifteen persons. Mr.
Faber observed that he had introduced about twenty persons
to Rabinowitch, but that he was not able to keep them, having
no power to attract them.

Prof. Strack proposed that we should read over one by one
the *Theses” already drawn up in German, and translated
by Mr. -Adler into English. They were as follows:—

I.—As the movement may develop into the promised
restoration of Israel, it is necessary that it remain independent,
and not absorbed into any of the existing sections of the
Christian Church ; and that none of these Churches should
make their help conditional on the acceptance of their particular
form (or. doctrines), - 4l agreed, . . . .
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: IL—The articles of confession afford the hope that the

-spiritual knowledge of the leader of the movement, as also
that of his followers will develop on Scriptural grounds, and
will reach the standard described in Eph. iv. 13. A4l agreed.

IIT.—As thismovement throws usback to the commencement
of the Christian Church, we see noreason for withholding our sym-
pathy with it, because they desire to retain circumeision and the
Jewish Sabbath; since they acknowledge that men ean be saved
only by faith in Jesus Christ, and not by works. A4 agreed.

1V.— We have published the documents concerning the
movement, and have solicited the interest of Christians, which
has called forth prayer and funds; but still we think it
injurious to bring Mr. Rabinowitch personally before the
public and exhibit him before public assemblies ; or for him to
allow himself to be exhibited. Al agreed.

V.—We must take care not to give the impression that the
movement can live only by the aid of Christian Churches, and
especially of that of the Missionary Societies.

It is after the example of the Apostolic Church that the
movement should be supported by Gentile Christians after the
same manner as the Apostle Paul and his co-workers instituted
collections on behalf of his poor brethren in Jerusalem. . . . .
We understand that it is principally poor people (1 Cor. i. 26)
who join the new sect, and we acknowledge our duty to assis
these poor brethren. 41l agreed.

VI.—The existence of a Jewish Christian Church in
Kischeneff we cannot acknowledge until Mr. Rabinowitch, his
brother, and their respective families receive holy baptism and
thus become real members of the body of Christ (altered to
¢ acknowledged members of the Church of Christ.”) . . . .
It will not surprise us, if, at first the number is only small,
who as new-born would form the nucleus of the new congre-
gation. We may expect the small beginning will increase by
and bye, especially if the small community should lead a life in
harmony with their profession, and with the Word-of Christ.
All agreed.

. VIL.—Mr. Joseph Rabinowitch is called the leader of the new
sect about to be formed, but its lustre would be dimmed if
exclusively supported by English and German money. It is
natural that the community should support its own leader, as
is the case in Germany amongst the Lutheran independent
Churches, whose ministers have to be satisfied with a small
stipend. It will also scarcely be possible to meet these
requirements during a number of years. . . . . . The
Jinterest in this movement would decrease, and the funds be
found inadequate for its support. But if it becomes known
thab the community is making some sacrifices and doing their
utmost, it is then, and only then, that an appeal can be made
to Christian charity to supply the deficiency. Agreed.
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VIII.—It is in every respect imipossible for Mr. Joseph
Rabinowitch to obtain ordination in any section of the
Christian Church. Baptism need not initiate him into any
particular Church, but only into the Church of Christ in
general. The ordination of a sect, however, cannot be
obtained but by subscribing to its particular doctrines. Such
a step would deprive the movement of its independence.

IX.—It is the nature and in harmony with historic analogy,
that the ordination of Mr. Joseph Rabinowitch should take
place in an exceptional manner. ~When the existing community
shall be enlarged . . . .then its members have the right
to invite him to be their preacher and Pastor, and to give him
the necessary call.

X.—It is desirable that a depository and Treasurer should
be appointed to receive the money coming from England and
Germany in aid of the movement; and it is natural that
considering the friendly connection between Pastor Faltin and
Mr. Joseph Rabinowitch, and through the established love
and successful zeal for the Lord, the former—Pastor Faltin—
should have this office, and give an account of the monies
received, which he is willing to undertake.

Unity and concord on this point is absolutely necessary, and
by the well-known uprightness and love of Pastor Faltin, all
parties may have confidence, and thus divest themselves of all
anxiety as to this matter.

To this I could not consent, for the following reasons :—

A guarantee for honesty and uprightness in a single indivi-
dual is not a sufficient guarantee against a misunderstanding
between Pastor Faltin and Rabinowitch which might lead the
former to withhold needed funds, even when in hand. Thus in
case of such misunderstanding Rabinowitch might be crippled
in his work, the funds might have to be returned to the donors
and no end of trouble ensue. .

‘Besides, there are numbers of Christians in England, who
have warm sympathy with Israel’s cause, and with the work
of Rabinowitch, but who have little sympathy with the routine
and machinery of societies and committees, but prefer o give
their money as directly as possible to those who do the work.

And further, besides my inability to assent to this * Thesis,”
I am not present in any representative capacity whatever, and
consequently have no authority to speak for others; and even
for others the wording of the Thesis” may possibly be too
strong for acceptance, May I suggest that your opinion on
this point should be expressed as * wery desirable’ imstead of
the words *“ absolutely necessary  which would be more likely
to win assent ?

The following was then drawn up :—

¢ It is very desirable that no money be sent to Rabinowitch
directly, but that all material aid should be sent through

B
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Pastor Faltin, and that those who are not willing to send it
directly to Pastor Faltin, are kindly requested to forward it to
Prof. F. Delitsch of Leipzig.”

Without committing myself even to this, I suggested that as
I was present only as a private individual, a copy of these
* Theses " should be sent to the Jewish Missionary Societies
in England and Scotland, such as ‘ The London Society for
Promoting Christianity among the Jews,” «The British
Society for Propagation of the Gospel among the Jews,” The
English Presbyterian Society,” The Mildmay Mission to the
Jews,” *“The Church of Scotland,” and the * Free Church
Missions to the Jews. And of this I was sure, whether all
agreed or not, all would send a courteous reply.

The question was raised as to where and by whom
Rabinowitch should be baptised. Prof. Delitsch suggested
that he might be baptised in Leipsig by an English clergyman.
I thought no one in England would object to this. There
were oEM two such in Leipsig; one Episcopalian, the other
Presbyterian.  Preference would have been given to the
Episcopalian, if he had been evangelical, but being reported
as *“High " the evangelical Presbyterian had the preference,

Rabinowitch, however, demurred to being baptised at all in
Leipsig, and wished to be baptised in London, and to accom-
pany us home. To this I could not consent, so he agreed to
stay behind and return to Kischeneff in two or three days.

Prof. Strack asked me if I would speak in favour of the
Xth thesis on my return home. I could not.promise this, and
begged to be left perfectly free, and treated as though I
had not been present. Prof. Delitsch now asked me to close
the session with prayer, and I asked Mr. Adler to do so,
and Prof. Delitsch to pronounce the benediction. These
two sessions were conducted with much animation at times,
but with the best feeling throughout. Much prayer had been
offered for God’s guidance and blessing, and we felt that He
had answered our prayers. :

During the day our beloved brother Rabinowitch was much
agitated and somewhat depressed, and was frequently in tears.
Once during the day when kneeling in my bedroom, he
bowed his face to the very floor and groaned before God.
Seeing Rabinowitch depressed and ini tears as he sat opposite
to me at the table after our evening worship, I opened the
Bible at Deut. xxxi. 8, and let him read in Hebrew ¢ And
Jehovah, He it is that doth go before thee; He will be with
Eﬁmu He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not,
neither be dismayed.” He gave an earnest look of tearful joy
which seemed to say My heart is satisfied and at rest.”

We retired for the night, committing all to God, and were
gmpE@a.Sd@ at 6 o’clock the next morning to leave Leipsig
for Berlin by an early train. We missed the midday mail
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from Berlin, so stayed till 9.31 p.m. and again had tea,
conversation and prayer with Miss Garnett and Dr. Zieman.

We reached Cologne about 6 o'clock on Friday morning,
stayed all day, continued our journey at 10.556 p.m., and
reached Calais during the forenoon of Saturday, and home
about 6 o’clock on Saturday evening—weary and thankfal.

Rabinowitch saw us off at the Leipsig station and gave us
all a loving embrace with eyes filled with tears, lame as he
was on one foot he ran along the platform to lengthen his
last look. One of his last words with us was I have learnt
one thing since we came together—I have learnt to pray.”

Since our return I have received a letter from Dr. Lhotsky
and a few lines enclosed from Prof. Delitsch intimating that
Rabinowitch will be baptized in Berlin before his return.
May the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob bless abundantly
Rabinowitch and the movement of which he is the leader, and
bring great glory to the Lord Jesus Christ.

FurTHER REFLECTIONS,

It seems to me that if all monies arg to be passed through
the hands of Pastor Faltin in aid of Rabinowitch’s work,
there must be some guarantee given that all monies given for
specific objects must simply pass through his hands without
any control or discretionary power whatever, and without
delay. ’

In case of difference of opinion on any matter in which
money is econcerned, between Pastor Faltin and Rabinowitch,
Pastor Faltin should have control over those sums of money
only, which have been placed in his hands with definite
instructions to be used at his discretion. ’

Or perhaps better still—

That Mr. Rabinowitch should give a written guarantee that
all monies sent directly to him for the general work shall be
accounted for by an annual report, audited and signed by
proper accountants ; always excepting such sums as may be
sent to him for his personal and family needs, for all such
sums a private acknowledgment to the donor would "be
sufficient. :

‘While in Berlin I received a note from Mr. Daniels of the
¢ Trinitarian Bible Society " stating that 1200 New Testa-
ments and Gospels in Hebrew-German and in German had
been sent to Kischeneff for Rabinowitch.

Translation of a German letter received 24th March from
Dr. Lhotsky, Leipsig.

Leipsig, March 22nd, 1885.
HoxoUreED aND DEarR MR. WILKRINSON.

I send you herewith the
original “ Theses ” to which I also add the altered resolution
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of the 18th March afternoon session. Rabinowitch left us on
the same day for Berlin, where he will D.V. be baptised to-
morrow by the American Minister—Prof, Mead. I shall be
present to represent Prof, Delitsch, and Mr. Faber, who are
prevented from being present in Person. It has been decided
here that I should be sent for a few months to assist Pastor
Faltin in his work at the Home for converted Jews.

Wherever I shall meet Rabinowitch or his followers, I shall
remember our Conference, and shall seek to further among
the Jews an independent development,

. Wno% Delitsch ‘sends his kind regards to you, so does Mr.
aber.

We are all glad for the brotherly exchange of views we
mutually enjoyed. May the Lord grant His blessing to all
His work among Israel as well as among all nations.

“Yours respecttully
R. Leorsky.
P.8. by Prof. Delitsch.
“I do not know a more suitable person for baptising Mr.
Rabinowitch than Prof. Mead of Andover (Mass.) ; we used to

DEwriTsca,

I have been. asked if Rabinowitch seems possessed of power
qualifying him for a leader of a great N.mmmmcmm Eo<mBou%

My reply is—His impulsiveness and impetuosity together with
His Rabbinical training and mode of expression would possibly
disqualify him for a leader amongst English or German Jews -
but that these very features may constitute his qualifications
as leader of Russian and Polish Jews and of Eastern Jews
generally.  Besides, the best judgment of man in such g
case may be faulty. The Lord’s choice and man’s do not
always harmonise, but nevertheless we must acknowledge
the Lord’s is the best, for he makes no mistakes.

We now give in full the Morning Service for Week Days and
Sabbaths, the twenty-five articles of faith, and the Creed ; as
held and used by the Israelites of the N ew Covenant. These
we received in Hebrew and German while in Leipsig, and
they have been translated into English by our Missionary
Mr. Adler, and revised by myself. .
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MORNING SERVICE

FOR
WEEK DAYS AND SABBATHS
FOR THE
ISRAELITES OF THE NEW COVENANT.
5

MorNiNG Praver.

(The Minister calls with a loud voice. )
“Rapent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

(After this the confession of sins is made.)

“Come and let us return unto the Lord : for He hath torn,
and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will bind us
up.  After two days will He revive us: in the third day He
will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight. Then shall we
know, if we follow on to know the Lord : His going forth is
prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the
rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.”

‘“ We have sinned more than any people, and our shame is
greater than that of any generation. All joy has left us, and
our hearts are sick on account of our trangressions. The
place of our desire has been taken from us, and our glory
destroyed. The Temple, the dwelling. place of our God, has

been destroyed through our sins ; our Palace desolated. Our -

beautiful land has faller into the possession of strangers ; our
broperty to aliens. Before our eyes our possessions have been
plundered, removed and carried away. Our enemies laid upon
us their yoke ; we carried it on our shoulders. Servants had
rule over us; and there was none to deliver us. Many troubles
compassed us ; we cried unto Thee, O Lord our God, but Thou
hast remained far from us on account of our iniquities. We
turned away from Thee, went astray, and were lost.

“ But now we turn unto Thee with all the heart and soul.
Ow transgressions are known to us, and our sins are before us
continually. Almighty God, Father of mercies, have mercy on
us, miserable sinners.  Have compassion on those who confess
their sins. Return to them who turn from their evil ways;
according to Thy promise made known to the children of men
through. Jesus, the Messiah our Lord. And for His sake
grant, merciful Father, that from this day we may walk in the
fear of God in righteousness and in uprightness to the
glory and praise of Thy holy name. Amen. .

e
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(Here the Lord’s DPrayer is w@mﬁm&.v

“ Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy nane.
Thy kingdom come.- Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven. "Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil ;
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen. )

Minister :—« Bless ye Jehovah, the only One.”

Congregation ;—-< Blessed be J, ehovah, the Blessed One.”

(Here the 33rd Psaim 18 repeated, and after this)—

“Hear O Israel: Jehovah our God is.one Jehovah, And
thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with

all thy soul, and with a]] thy might.  And thoy shalt love thy
neighbour as thyselt.”

On week days Ps. 108 is repeated here :
“Bless Jehovah, O my soul: and all that ig within me,
bless His holy name,” &e.
On Sabbaths, Ps. 92 -
“It is a good thing to give thanlks unto Hmroﬁw,: &e.
(The New Testament is noy handed to the reader, and he says :)

*“ For out of Zion the law shall go forth, and the word of
Jehovah from Jerusalem *

(Then the Book of the law s given to him, and he says :)

“This is the law which Moses gave to the children of
Israel.”

(Here follows the reating of the law and the New Testament).
(4fter depositing the 014 and the New Testament in, their place
the following is said 3
“And when it rested, he said, return, Q Jehovah, unto the

many thousands of Israel.” (Num. x, 36.)

(Prayers are now offered for his Imperial Magesty ; the word of
God considered, and then Ps. 40 45 sung.)

Many, O Lord my God, are Thy wonderfu] works which Thoy
hast done, and Thy thoughts  which are to us-ward : they
“cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee : if T would declare
and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered,
Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire ; mine ears hast

>

Thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast Thoy not
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On Sabbath the Jollowing is sung . )

“0O Come, O Come, my beloved ;: O Come, O Come, Thou
Lord of the Sabbath !

*“‘Keep’ and ‘ Remember’ (the Sabbath day), both these words

as one expression did the one God cause us to hear; the Iorq

is one, and Hig name one; to him belong renown, glory, and

_praise. O Come, O Come, my beloved; O Come, 0 Come,

Thou Lord of the Sabbath ! :

‘ Come, let ug 80 to meet the Lord of the Sabbath, for He
is the fountain of blessing ; from the beginning, from ancient
times to Him belongs the kingdom ; He 5s the first and last in
design and in ezecution. O Come, Q Come, my beloved ;-
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of the Sabbath !

0 thou sanctuary of the King! O Royal city ! arise, and
come forth from thy destruction ; thou hast dweli long enough
in the valley of weeping, for He will now spare thee with
compassion, Come, O Come, my beloved; O Come,
O Come, Thou Lord of the Sabbath |

“Shake thyself from the dust ; arise, O my people! and
adorn thyself with thy beautiful attire ; for by the hand of the
Son of Jesse, Jesus the Bethlehemite, redemption draweth nigh
to my soul. O Come, O Come, my beloved ; O Come, O Come,
Thou Lord of the Sabbath !

“ Rouse thyself ; rouse thyself; arise, shine, for thy light is
come. Awake, awake, utter g song; for the glory of ths Lord
is revealed upon thee, Q Come, O Come, my beloved ;
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of the Sabbath ! .

O be not ashamed, neither be thoy confounded ! why art
cast down? why art thou disquieted ? In thee, the poor of my
people shall take refuge, and the city (J. erusalem) shall be
built on her own heap. O Come, O Come, my beloved ;
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of the Sabbaith !

““They who spoil thee shall become a spoil ; and they who swal-
low thee up, shall be removed far away ; thy God will rejoiee in
thee, as the bridegroom rejoiceth in his bride. O Come, O Come,
my beloved, O Come, O Come, thou Lord of the Sabbath !

“On the right hand and on the left shalt thou breal forth and
Jehovah shalt thoy revere, by means of a Man, the son of Perez
(Breaker), will we rejoice and be glad. O Come, O come, my
beloved, O Come, O Come, thou Lord of the Sabbath !

0O come in peace, thou Man of Redemption ; also with joy

treasure. O Come my beloved, O Come thoy Lord of the
Sabbath, thou Prince of Peace !
“ The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : ,
The Lord meke His face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee :
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give
thee peace. Amen,
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ARTICLES OF FAITH OF THE PEOPLE
OF ISRAEL—SONS OF THE NEW
COVENANT.

. I.—There is but one true and living God, not corporeal,
without divisions, cannot be apprehended by the bodily senses,
of great goodness, power and wisdom beyond comprehension,
who creates, forms;, makes and upholds everything by His
Word and by His Holy Spirit. All things are from Him, all
things in Him, and all things to Him.

II.—The true God has, according to His promise to our
forefathers, to our prophets, and to our king David, the son
of Jesse, raised unto Israel a Redeemer, Jesus, who was born
from the virgin Mary, in Bethlehem the City-of David, who
suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried for our salvation, rose
again from the dead, and liveth, and sitteth on the right hand
of our heavenly Father ; from thence He shall come to judge
the world, the living and the dead. He shall be King over
the house of Jacob for ever, and of His dominion there shall
be no end.

ITT.—According to the counsel and foreknowledge of God,
our ancestors have been smitten with hardness of heart to
sin and rebel against the Messiah, the Lord Jesus, in order to
provoke to jealousy the other nations of the earth, and to
reconcile all the children of men, through their faith in Christ,
by the ministry of His Holy Evangelists and Apostles, in order
that the knowledge of God should cover the earth; and the
Lord be King over the whole world.

IV.—Through faith alone in Jesus the Messiah all men may
be justified without the works of the law. There is but
one God, who shall justify the circumcised Jews by faith, and
the uncircumcised Gentiles through faith; and there is no
difference between Jew and Greek, between bond and free,
between male and female ; for they are all one in Christ Jesus.
By faith in Christ we fulfil the law, and that faith is a wonder-
ful balm to our soul, and full of comfort.

V.—The holy Scriptures contain everything necessary for
our salvation. No one is bound to accept anything not found
in them, nor made binding by them, as articles of faith, or as
things necessary to salvation.. By the name < Holy
Scriptures ” we mean the books of revelation Old and New
Testament which have always been accepted by the Church
as inspired by the Holy Spirit.

VI.—The Scriptures of the New Testament do not
contradict those of the Old Testament, for in both life ever-
lasting is offered unto mankind through the Messiah, who
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alone is the Mediator between God and man, The law which
was given by God through Moses was to lead us to Christ,
that we might be justified through faith in Him. But since
we are the seed of Abraham according to the flesh, who was
the father of all those who were circumcised and believed,
we' are bound to circumcise every male-child on the eighth
day, as God commanded him. And as we are the descendants
of those whom the Lord brought out of the land of Egypt
with a stretched out arm, we are bound to keep the Sabbath,
the feast of unleavened bread, and the feast of weeks, according
as it is written in the law of Moses, whilst the (Gentile)
Christians celebrate them only in commemoration of the
resurrection of the Messiah from the dead, and the outpout-
ing of the Holy Spirit from heaven.

VIL—The Mishna and Talmud are not to be used for
establishing any doctrines, but regarded only as an everlasting
memento of the spirit of deep slumber which God has
permitted to fall upon us; so that the ¢ Schulchan Aruch”
(““ Megeeneh Erets,” «“ Joreh Deha,” < Choshen Mishpat™ and
‘““ Eben Ezer”) became a net, a snare, and a stumbling-block
to us, and have darkened our eyes so that we failed to see
the ways of the true and life-giving Faith.

VIIL. — Original sin is the cause of the corruption of
every natural man born of blood and the will of the flesh,
which always inclines towards evil. The lusts of the flesh
war against the spirit, rendering it difficult to accept the
law of God.

IX.—Man in his natural condition is unable to do good
works, to walk uprightly, or to call upon God, unless there
first be given to him the grace of God, which is treasured
up in Christ, who is the Word of our Heavenly Father,
and begotten of the Father from eternity.

X.~—The good works of the sons of men are the signs of a
true and living faith in the heart; as the tree is known by
its fruit; and they are acceptable before God in Chriss ; but
nevertheless they are unavailing to blot out transgressions, or
to avert the severity of God’s judgment.

XI.—The works done prior to the bestowment of the
grace of Christ and the reception of the Holy Spirit, are
insufficient to secure, as a reward for merit, grace and
righteousness for those who practice them ; for undoubtedly
they are defiled by the nature of sin, and there is no merit
in deeds which originated with men, and who think they are
doing more than is required of them. The foolishness and
pride of men lead them to think that they not only do their
duty towards God, but more even than that ; though Christ says
distinctly : * When you have done all those things which are
commanded you, say, we are unprofitable servants.”

XIL—Christ alone was sinless in body as well as in
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spirit ; but we, although baptized and born anew in Christ,
still fail in many things; and if we say, we have no sin, the
truth is not in us.

XIIT.—Every sin, whether committed intentionally or

unintentionally, is forgiven when the sinner repents with his
heart and soul; and even after we have fallen into sin, we
may by the grace of God rise and amend our ways. But
a sin against the Holy Ghost is one which remains unfor-
given. :
XIV.—It was the secret counsel of God, and His will
before the foundation of the world was laid, to save those from
the curse and from judgment whom He chose in Christ, and to
bring them through Christ unto everlasting salvation. Those
upon whom this great goodness of God has been bestowed,
are those who are called by His Spirit in due time; they
also listen to the invitatiou by that grace; they are justified
freely ; they are accepted and made the children of God : they
are fashioned to the likeness of His Only Begotten Son
Jesus Christ. H.a is they who walk in fear, and do good works,
and at last obtain by the grace of God the everlasting riches.
Their meditation and study respecting their election in Christ
is a source of great comfort to those who fear God, and who
realize in themselves the power of the Holy Spirit, who
subdues the works of the flesh and the natural evil inclinations,
and who lifts up their hearts to things above, to things in the
heavens. Such meditation greatly strengthens and establishes
their faith in the everlasting salvation which they enjoy in
Christ, m.um. which kindles in them the flame of the love of
God. It is the contrary with the proud who follow their
own lusts ; in them there is not the Spirit of Christ, and they do
not lay to heart the judgment of God that by an eternal
decree they are takeu and made into children of Satan, who
drags them down into the pit of despair, or into the practice
of all uncleanness which is as bad as despair.

XV.—The visible Church of Christ is the congregation of
believers among whom the Word of God is preached in
purity, and the holy ordinances observed in every detail
according to the charge of Christ by the holy Evangelists.

XVI.—The Church is at liberty to introduce rules and
o_ummﬂ.q.muomm. She is, however, not at liberty to introduce
anything contrary to the Word of God, or to interpret one
verse of Holy Scripture in such a manner as to contradict
another.  Neither is she at liberty to impose any doctrine
outside the Old and New Testament Scriptures, as necessary to
salvation.

XVIL.—Without the permission of the Authorities neither
a general nor special assembly is to take place; for the
Government is ordained by God, as we are told in the Holy
Scriptures, and in her hands God has placed all the concerns
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of the country, temporal as well as spiritual, to hold in check
by the power of the sword of the State those who are beut on
doirg evil.

XVIII.—It is forbidden for any one to officiate as wminister
unless he is authorised by the congregation and by the laws of
the Country.

XIX.—The liturgy as well as the whole of the service must
be conducted in a language understood by the people; and as
the most of the sons of Israel in Russia understand Hebrew,
“the holy tongue,” and the German jargon, therefore, it is
decided that the service be conducted in these languages.

XX.—The sacraments instituted by Christ serve us as
faithful witnesses of the grace of God, and His goodwill toward
us; and it is through them that He is working in us in a
mysterious and wonderful way, to keep alive and to establish
our faith in Him, and they are likewise chosen proofs that
Christ is the desire of our souls and the glory of our heads.
The Sacraments are two: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper;
the observance of them is only of real use when the com-
municant receives them in a right state of mind. .

X XI.—As the minister is not ministering in his own name
but in the name of Christ and on the strength of being sent
by Him, it is our duty to listen to the proclamation of the
word of God by him, and to receive at his hands the
sacraments, although he is a sinful man himself. His sinful-
ness does not destroy the grace of the gift of God to the
recipients of the sacraments. But, nevertheless, the congrega-
tion is bound to investigate carefully into the life and habits
of their ministers, and if after an impartial inquiry it has been
foumd that the minister is a bad man, it is the duty of the
congregation to deprive him of his office.

XXTI.—Baptism is a sign of the new birth. By means of
water baptism, the baptized one is placed and planted in the
Church, the Church of Christ. By means of water baptism
there is the washing-and cleansing from all evil, the baptized
ones testify before all that they know their sins are forgiven,
and that they are the children of God. It is therefore quite right
that little ones should be led into the Church by baptism.

XXIIT.—The Lord’s Supper is a sign that we remember the
death of our Lord the Messiah, till He come, and by partaking
of that heavenly bread and wine we unite all our physical and
spiritual powers with the body and blood of Christ which-have
been offered in this world for our salvation.. Such are bound
up in the bundle of life to shine eternally at the right hand of
our heavenly Father. By faith the bread of which we partake
becomes a part of the body of Christ, and the blessed cup
a part of the blood of Christ. The ungodly, who have no
living faith, eat it only with their mouths, but receive no part
of Christ, and their sin is unforgiven. : .

|
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XXIV.—He who breaks inténtionally any of the rules of the 3

Church, although it is not against the word of God, is to be
reprimanded as one who acted against the order of the Church :
and against the permission of the Governmens, h
It is within the power of the general, as well as in that of g
special assembly, to revise and to alter any Church rules which

have only been framed by the wisdom of man. But mb%‘,,

change must be for the edification of all.

XXV.—We acknowledge that false and thoughtless swearing
is, aceording to our Lord Jesus Christ, and His apostle James,
forbidden ; but still we are of opinion, that according to the
religion of Christ it is not forbidden, but allowed to take an
oath in matters touching the Government, if one does it truth-
fully and in harmony with the law of God.

THE CREERED.

1. I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly
Father is the living, and true, and eternal God, who created
heaven and earth and everything visible and invisible through
His Word and His Holy Spirit. All things are from Him, all
things in Him, and all things to Him.

2. I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father -
has, according to His promise made to our forefathers, to our
prophets, and to our king David, the son of J esse, raised unto
Israel a Releemer, Jesus, who was born of the Virgin Mary,
in Bethlehem the city of David, who suffered, was crucified,
dead, and buried for our salvation, rose again from the dead,
and liveth, and sitteth at the right hand of our heavenly
Father, from thence He shall come to judge the world, the
living and the dead. He is the appointed King over the house
of Jacob for ever, and of His dominion there shall be no end.

3. I believe, with a perfect faith, that by the counsel of
God and His foreknowledge, our ancestors have been smitten
with hardness of heart for sin and for rebellion against our
Messiah, the Lord J esus, in order to provoke the other nations
of the earth unto jealousy, and to reconcile them all through
faith in Christ, by the word of His Evangelists, in order that
the Wuoﬁgmmm of Jehovah should cover the earth, and Jehovah
be King over the whole world,

4. T believe, with a perfect faith, that through faith in
Jesus, the Messiah alone, without the works of the law, a man
may be justifled ; that there.is but one God, who justifies the
circumeised Jews by faith, and the uncircumeised through
faith ; and that there is no difference between Jew ard Greek,
between bond and free, between male and female. They are
all one in Christ.

5. T believe, with g, perfect faith, in a Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church., ,
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. I confess one baptism for the remission of sins.

w. I wait for the Hmwﬁumoﬁoc and renewed life of the dead,
and for the life of the world to come. Amen. :

For Thy salvation, I wait, O ﬂoﬁﬁ
I wait, O Lord, for Thy mm.HH<mEoF
O Lord, for Thy salvation I wait. )

These following mooﬁbw\unm“ edited by Prof. Delitsch and
translated by Mr. Adler, give a deep insight into the malice
of the Jews who oppose and who seek to depreciate both
Rabinowitch and his work. They also confirm the reality and
extent of the work. We offer no apology to our friends for
printing these documents at length. The remarkably able
letter of Rabinowitch, so simple, dignified, Christian, mEm
forgiving in tone, is not only an excellent mmmmgﬁ against
slanderers and scandalous attacks, but also a fine specimen of
patience under provocation; indeed, the phraseology and
spirit of the entire lefter stamps the writer as a genuine
disciple of the Liord Jusus Christ, giving him at once a claim
on our confidence and sympathy.

$12 P¥TNY Pl 3
(Haggai i. 8.)
¢ Build the House, And I will take pleasure in it.”

Continued Documents concerning the
Religious Movement bBo.bm the - Jews in
South Russia. ’

Hdited in German by Professor Fr. DEritscH of Leipsig: translated
into English by Jamrs A. ADLER of the Mildmay Mission to the Jews.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

“The First Ripe Fig” which we published last May, has,
wherever it has been made wuoiﬁ.r onmmnmm.uEBmumm interest.
We do not deny that there are still some dim features around
that risen light. Those features give expression to a strong
national feeling, which to us Gentile Orﬁma.m_um is offensive,
and, at all events, puts too Hoﬂ. an mmsmbmﬁ».m _upon the
development of Gentile ecclesiastical Christianity. The
relationship in which they place themselves towards ecclesi-
astical dogma causes fear lest they fall into heresy. To
retain some observances, as the Sabbath and circumecision, as
national customs and signs, although not meant to be in
contradiction with Paul, can scarcely be brought into harmony
with the universal character of Christianity which the great
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Apostle of the Gentiles has with g strong farsightedness and
with an iron decision brought to light.

As children of the Reformation we are at the stand-point of
Paul, whose scriptural and experimental right, Luther, as no
one else before him, comprehended and defended. But with
Paul, whose Epistle to the Romans contains not only chapters
i.—viii, but also also chapters ix.—xi. which form an insepa-
rable part, we firmly believe in the prophetic word concerning

rael’s restoration, we look upon Israel with anticipative love,
rejoice in the fact as stated by Luther in his work (1523)
“ That Jesus Christ was a born Jew,” and are thankful for
every Jewish advance towards OEE&@EQ‘%@%EHG when
the main spring of it is such touching love to the Lord Jesus
as that manifested in the Bessarabian movement.

It would be much too low an estimate should we place
them on the same level with the J ewish Christians of the first
two centuries the most of whom relapsed as Minim* into
the Synagogue. The Creed of those believers whose leader is
Mr. Joseph Rabinowitch stands much nearer the Catholic, i.e.,
the universal Church, than that of the Ebionites or even that
of the modern Unitarians. It intends only to shape itself
differently, and to observe a different formula. In the
documents which we already published, it confesses faith in
the Triune God, in the God incarnate, and in * the Lamb of
God which taketh away the sins of the world.” In the new
documents which - we here publish this is expressed in
increased depth. But what right have we to demand that
Israel shall accept our coined dogmas when they are about to
accept the Christ of God? What we possess they will acquire
in their own way. We must allow them to move freely within
the circle prescribed by the Word of God in the New Testa-
ment, should we not cherish the hope that by their entering
the Church of Christ there would accrue a great blessing.

We therefore, without compromising thereby our principles,
and also without hastily interfering with them, Preserve towards
our Bessarabian brethren a somewhat expectant attitude. We
are confident that if they continue to love Jesus as their Messiah
and Saviour, the same love will help them to steer safely through
all crags and sand banks. They are now appealing through us
to Christians everywhere for help to erect a place of worship, at
least a Mission Hll, having already obtained the permission of
the Russian Imperial Government, and that of the Holy Synod,
who find the movement not -in collision with the law of the
country, but deserving Christian sympathy, and gracious
attention. May this appeal for help not be made in vain !
A Jewish Church, consecrated to the Lord and His Christ is
about to be erected in Kisheneff,

"I “Min” is a contraction of the initials of three Hebrew words ;
I P PORD Believers in Jesus of Nazareth
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Acainst THE Moelitz.

On page 88 of The First-ripe Fig we reproduced the good
opinion of the Jewish journal Hamelitz, which appears at

_St. Petersburgh, concerning Joseph Rabinowitch, the leader of

the movement in South Russia. It runs thus —-

It was difficult for us to believe such of & man whom we have known for
nearly twenty years when he lived in Orjejew, and who, we 1nust confess,
to be 8 learned man ; a man of talent, and who writes the Hebrew and
Russian languages, loving his nation, and jealous for his faith as well as
for education; a man of understanding and well connected in society,
And even since he took up his residence at Kischeneff, he has lived
among his own Wmowﬂm as one highly respected’ by the community, and

many listened to his counsel in forming a society called  The Society for

Assisting Jews to Agricultural Labour in Bessarabia.” After the persecu-
tion broke out, he encouraged his brethren in the colonisation scheme of
Palestine, and travelled himself to Constantinople, Jaffa and Jerusalem for
that purpose. Although he met with ecriticism on account of some
articles he published in the Melitz against Mr. Oliphant, even that he
did out. of zeal for his religion and his nation; how could we give
credence to people who say that & man like this had changed his religion
in his old age!  We therefore thought, that the report which reached us
must undoubtedly have originated with some enemies of Mr. Rabinowitch.

In the same journal Hamelitz No. 71 of the current year, we
find an article concerning the movement towards Christianity,
of which Mr. Rabinowitch is the leader, which is quite
opposite in tone regarding his person, and so bitter in style,
that one would think it scarcely possible, even had Christianity
been considered by the Jews as no better than idolatry. . We
reproduce here a faithful translation of the article from the
Hebrew.

‘ After the hand of God had fallen upon our nation heavily,
and the mob turned into a rod of indignation towards our
brethren in South Russia, to devastate their dwellings, the
wrath turned itself against the house of God, through some
mischievous apostates who sprang from its very midst, who
shook off the religion of their ancestors, in the hope of
obtaining [avour in the sight of the world. Among thoss
destroyers there is an old man, who forgot his education,
Joseph Rabinowitch, who presumptuously began to form a sect
called “ Christ-believing Jews,” and prepared new and unheard-
of articles of faith, and a new service for the Passover. One can
see that this old man is not right in his mind, and that he
wandered away in imaginations. We spared him a4 first, and
meant to deal with him as with one of the three, of whom the
Rabbins say, ¢ whilst thy left hand is thrasting them away,
let thy right one draw them nearer.” But after obtaining more
particulars, and after what has taken place since, we
abandoned the old and defiled one, observing the well known
saying, (ANNDNT N2D WD) < Let the drunkard alone ;
he will fall by himself.” (Schabbath 32 a.) But a righteous
indignation rested upon us, when we saw that he succeeded in
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in casting dust in the eyes of people at a great distance, and
in blinding the eyes of so learned and wise a man as Professor
Delitsch, who in his kindheartedness believed what this man
said to him, viz., that the Jewish Christian movement was
spreading more and more in Bessarabia -and in the other
Southern countries. (So Prof. Delitsch says in his pamphlet.)
But even then we reserved our opinion, although we have
been better informed by our reliable correspondent at
Kischeneff; we would not too hastily pronounce as a lie the
fiction, which has been so widely circulated, in order that we
should not be considered prejudiced, and our renunciations
remain without effect. But we now, all the more, hail the
day on .which the denunciations, in every respect reliable,
came forth from Kischeneff itself, because they came from a
Christian journal which appears in that neighbourhood, viz.;
the honoured Odeski Listok 2nd (14th) September. No. 199.
We reproduce it here literally in order to calm our brethren at
a distance, to whom the story of the new calf of Kischeneff
has caused palpitation of the heart; and to give, at the same
time, a substantial reply to the above named Professor, who is
a reader of the Melitz, and who honoured us by sending us a
copy of The First-ripe Fig.”

““Some time ago there appeared in the journal ¢ Cerkownyj
Obschischesvennyy Wiestnik® (Universal Church Messenger) an
article taken from The I'imes concerning some religious move-
ment which is supposed to have originated with a certain
Joseph Rabinowitch. - This article of The Times was repro-
duced in an Odessa Newspaper called The Noworossiki
Telegraf ; believing the reports coming from a distance to be
true without investigating whether the things supposed to
have taken place at home were real facts. According to the
statement in The Times 250 Jewish families have already
joined that movement,® but we can truthfully 'say that a
careful investigator will not find a single family, who listened
to the dreams and talkings of the new prophet of Israel who
has risen at Kishenew. There is, at all events, a man named
Joseph Rabinowitch, who pretends to be in possession of a
new Torah (law) which, he asserts, is able to improve the
religion and morals of the Jewish people radically. He is cne
of those fools who are pursuing after the wind ; he is lacking
secular as well as religious education ; he read some books
which only confused his brain, and disturbed his weak mind.
The fanatic lost himself in deep theological studies, and by
these means succeeded in creating a new Torah which he ‘is
anxious to give to the Jews, and which would help them out of
all present difficulties. But I know it for certain that the

2 In the preface to The First Ripe Fig the figures 250 do not occur;

we only say, . . . ‘“About 200 families are supposed to have u.omumm
the new Jewish Christianity.”

2

new Torah found no advocates in the world whatever, except
in the person of its founder, - I guess, that the article of The
Times originated with himself; and as regards the 250 families,
who does not know the dreams and imaginations which such a
religion-maker is capable of dreaming and imagining, when he
presumes to create souls after having lost his own.” *

It does not appear to us strange, that the same Joseph
Rabinowitch, who was considered by the Melitz as well as by

other journalists as a highly learned man, and as a zealousand a -

noble patriot, should after acknowledging Jesus as his Messiah,
be looked upon as a deluded fool and a dangerous seducer of
his nation. He who confesses the Crucified One must also take
up His cross, and, as it is said in the Epistle to the Hebrews
(xiii. 13) go forth unto Him without the camp and bear His
reproach. Even when the work of redemption was yet in the
tuture, the Synagogue, when in power, excommunicated those
who declared themselves for the true prophets, who made it their
task to bring the people out of error, and not for those who
flattered the people. The prophet Isaiah (lxvi. 5) comforted
those who were excommunicated and brandmarked by public
opinion, thus : “Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble
at His word: Your brethren that hated you, that cast you
out for my name’s sake, said, let the Lord be glorified:
but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.”

It does not at all appear strange to us, that Rabinowitch,
who was till now considered a wise man, should after confess-
ing himself a believer in the Crucified One, all at once be
pronounced mad. The crucified Christ is, as Paul says (1 Cor.
1. 28), “unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks
foolishness.” At the present moment, when the Jews are no
mere rivals but leaders of the modern ideas, Christ crucified
seems to them more foolishness than a stumblingblock.
The contempt and hatred of Jesus, which the Synagogue
instilled for centuries into its members . . . have by the
educated class been changed to a sort of respect for Him as an
important teacher. But the proud and rigid Jewish mono-
theism cannot but think that Jesus was a blasphemer, making
himself equal to God, and seducing the people to forsake God.
When He said to the people of Jerusalem : ¢ Before Abraham
was, [ am ” (John viii. 59), they took up stones to cast at Him.
Those stones are still in the hands of His kinsmen; and
whoever attempts to let them drop, as Rabinowitch did, is con-
sidered a fool, who left Judaism, the religion of the One God, for
the religion of the false Messiah, which is half Paganism.

It does not appear to us strange at all, although we should
have thought it wiser and more proper, if the Judaism of the

* This is an allusion to Bereshith rabba chapter 39, where it is stated
in reference to Gen. xii. v., that *“ when one converts a sinner, it is as if he
created him.”

s}
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present behaved better towards Christianity than that of the
middle ages. It would be wiser, inasmuch as Christianity is
the religion of the nations from which the Jewish people
receive hospitality, and in whose Governments they have
been admitted as administrative members; and it would
certainly be wiser on account of the anti-Semitism, which
regrets these allowances, and which is anxious that they should
be withdrawn, to avoid giving them real or apparent reasons
which would justify such a disposition and agitation. It would
also be more proper, because the least that we may demand
from the Jews is, that they will not offensively seek to put
down those things which are sacred to us, and that they
will give Christianity the credit of possessing so much of
convincing power and amiableness, so that a Jew might
become a Christian without becoming at the same time, in their
estimation, a fool, a defiled one, and an apostate ! i

But even that did not surprise us, remembering the deadly
hatred which exists towards the Hebrew Christian in the
countries East of Germany, and which loads him with the
curse of excommunication. But it did surprise us that a
Jewish Journal like the Melitz should try to hush up the
movement in South Russia by telling its readers that such a
movement did not exist at all, but that it is confined to the
person of Rabinowitch who had imposed upon me, the
credulous Editor of The First-ripe Fig concerning the extent
of the same. “The new Torah,” states the reproduced
correspondence of The Melitz, “has found no circulation
whatever beyond its founder, and the article of The Times
which speaks of 250 families, originated probably with
himself.” This is an insulting insinuation; and that Rabi-
nowitch is standing alone, is an abominable untruth. We had
no need to ask Mr. Rabinowitch for our information, for our
friend William Faber has not only formed the acquaintarce of
Joseph Rabinowitch but also that of his brother and of others,
who are of the same opinion, and has witnessed it with his
own eyes how high the waves of the movement have risen, and
how many of the kinsmen of Rabinowitch came from far to
ascertain more about the event of which they had heard. But
still we thought it better to ask Mr. Rabinowitch to put-us in
the position of being able to contradict the accusation of Zhe
Melitz, that the result of this work was nothing more but a
fraudulent boast. Mr. Faber wrote to him and we received on
the 28th (16) October, 1884, the following reply which is a
faithful translation from the Hebrew :

“ My DEar anp HicaLY HoNoURED Mr. FABER,

¢ T hasten to reply to your letter of the
6th of October. That which you read in No. 71 of The
Melitz, was taken from a Correspondent’s article of the Odeskt
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Listok, No. 194 (2nd September). The author of that article-

is a Mr. Schubarski, agent of that paper in Kischeneff, and a
fierce antagonist of the dNoworossijsky Telegraf, a journal which
appears in Odessa, and which also reproduced in No. 257,
(29th August), Bishop Titcomb's letter to The Times in which
it was stated that 250 families in Kischeneff have joined our
Christ-believing community. Copies of that number were
circulated everywhere, and here in Kischeneff they were
offered for sale by a boy, and fetched the high price of
25 Kopecks each. In this country the quarrel between these
two journals is well known. The Odesk: Listok is considered
& Judeo-Philo organ and has mostly Jewish subscribers ; the
other journal is anti-Semitic and is mostly read by Gentiles.
What one paper finds charming and attractive, the other
declares to be offensive and ‘absurd ; contradicting each other
in principle as well as in detail. The Judeo-Philo paper does
more harm than the other as it delights to flatter our people.
It is from this muddy spring that the Jewish organs of the
capital St. Petersburgh draw their information concerning the
religious movement brought about through my instumentality,
declaring me to be an uneducated idiot, although only nine
months ago The Melitz, The Volkbiatt, The Voschod, The Zephira
and other journals unanimously raised the alarm, that “ the
cunning serpent, well versed in science and the law, the uni-
versally honoured man, had turned into the wrong path and was
leading astray souls by the hundred; and that families from
different places in Bessarabia had been caught in the net.”
(Thus wrote Zhe Melitz 1884, No. 6 ; Volksblatt, No. 11; and
Voschod, No. 3). ]

It is to these Jewish-Russian journals, that- the words of
our Lord are applicable: ¢ Whereunto then shall I liken this
generation ? and to what are they like? They are like unto
children sitting in the market-place and calling one to another,
and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced,
we have mourned to you, and you have not wept.”

But I was surprised, that the rustle of a withered leaf of
The Melitz, stating that I stood alone, should have alarmed
you to such an extent? Why, you have been here, and heard
it from the mouth of my brethren that there were about
200 of our kinsmen inclined towards Christianity ! During
your stay here, you have experienced it yourself, that there is
a circle of like-minded people around me. But it is not for
me to make up the numbers of my followers in a mathematical
and self-pleasing style; for I am not a commander of the
Lord Jesus Christ, who received the instruction to raise
him a troop of Jews, of this or that number, (at least 200
families) ; neither am I a founder of a Company, for the
establishment of which I needed 100 or 200 shareholders. As
I formerly said, so I do now, that the sad moral and social
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condition of my people pains me, and that since my feet trod
in the earthly Jerusalem with the view of finding a hiding-
place for myself and my people against the hatred of the world,
my eyes have been opened to see Himn whom they pierced,
and F began to lament over Him: ¢ Woe, my Brother, and
woe, my Lord! Since then, looking up to Him in faith, trae
hope, for the which the whole creation is waiting, sprung up
for me, and by the grace of God which has been given to me,
I sacrificed entirely myself, all that I possessed, and the good
name I held among my Israelitish brethren, for the liberation
and happiness of my beloved people. Willingly and without
the least reserve I gave up all to proclaim frankly and freely
to .my unbelieving and unhappy people, that Jesus, who
nearly 2000 years ago was ignominiously put to death on the
cross outside the gates of Jerusalem, was the promised
Messiah and the Redeemer of Israel, the great Prophet of
whom Moses said: “ The Lord thy God will raise up unto
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like
unto Me; unto Him ye shall hearken.”” In the power of
Divine assistance I proclaim to them on every occasion, that
if they return to God, and to David their King, viz. Jesus of
Nazareth, with all their hearts, confessing their guilt before
Him as the sons of Jacob did to Joseph their brother, whom
they sold into Egypt: * verily we are guilty,” then, they as
well as the whole creation will be delivered from “ the bondage
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”
I thank God the Most High very sincerely, that I hear by
word and by letter, that thousands of my Israelitish brethren
in different places give attention to my cause, and that in my
own sphere there are hundreds who say to me: ““The Lord
be with thee! wherever thou goest, and wherever thou livest,
we will also go, and live.” "I never sought for people to
share with me in any work before commencing it myself first.
For instance, when I was about to encourage agriculture among
my people, I and my family started gardening at home;
and when I conceived the idea of re-populating the Holy
land, I proceeded thither to get thoroughly acquainted with it.
So before appearing publicly, I devoted my best and entire
time to the thorough study of the New Testament, and asked
myself very earnestly how and by what means I could bring
my own soul and the souls of my dear brethren, nearer to
God in the power of the resurrection life, and how I oos_mq to
the glory of God, turn our adversaries into instruments of right-
eousness. Freely and unreservedly, myself, my house and my
brethren have placed ourselves in deed and in truth under the
power of grace; and even many of my kinsmen, who
apparently are upon the standpoint of the law, adhere secretly
to us, and are trying to enlist others who would unite with
us in our way of worshipping and living in Christ, as I can
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prove by letters which are in my possession. I am convinced
that the course I have taken as an instrument in the hands of
the Lord is for the wellare o1 my kinsmen, and it pains me to
see, on the one hand, that there are selfish and Christ-hating
members in the Synagogue who would tear to pieces anyone
separating himself from their midst, and, on the other hand,
that on account of the states-regulations I am unable’
to make so public a confession as I should like to do.
Everyone who forms a new religious community puts
himself in conflict with the existing laws, and those who
would join the Christian faith find it almost impossible to
separate themselves from the Synagogue-service. They are
at a loss in cases of births of boys, marriages, or deaths,
since the states-regulations subject them to the authority of
their respective rabbis. There are many pious people who,
like Joseph of Arimath®a and Nicodemus secretly love
Christ, and the grace manifested by Him, and whom I especi-
ally had in mind when I expressed my thoughts concerning
the Christian Faith in the First Ripe Fig which is now printed
and very extensively circulated among my kinsmen.

And now I eavnestly request all those whom the love of
Christ constrains to desire to see the old and decayed vanish
from among Israel, the brethren of Jesus after the flesh, who
have been left so long in deep darkness and in the shadow of’
death, that they do not rest until the Lord, whose is the
kingdom and the power, has by His grace made me, my house,
and all who have already joined me, as well as those who will
unite with me in the future, members of the body of Jesus
Christ, and that they too might acknowledge us as such, in
order that we who are rejoicing in the light of Christ who
gave also His life for us, may * keep the feast, not with the
old leaven, not with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

Will you, dear sir, remember the two requests which I
addressed to my Gentile-Christian brethren at the Conference
at Kischeneff, that with willing hearts, constrained by the
Holy Spirit, they would enable us to erect a place of worship,
a temple of the Lord, and that they would also assist us, in
the highest sense of the word, with paper and ink—in order
that we may reach our Israelitish brethren of the whole of the
Russian empire in a literary way, to direct their attention
towards the .eternal salvation.

It never entered my mind to pledge myself to present to the
Lord as a new meat offering just 200 men, so that if one of
this number should be wanting the journals might denounce
me to my people as a liar, and disown me, who, otherwise am
well known to them. The salvation which we found in Christ
is independent of numbers; but I can positively state that
there is a large number in the Jewish camp who are waiting
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for the success of my Christian efforts, They are concealed,
so that the malicious eyes of those who are working mischief
in Jacob can not behold them ; I mean The Melitz and similar
organs. The real state of things will not be manifested until
we have been counted worthy fo say in owr our own place of
worship, a temple of the Lord, < Hosanna to the Son of Dawid,
Hosanna ! Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

I am far from doing the work of the Lord deceitfully by
accepting vicious and wicked people into my house, who would
make the grace of Christ an article of gain, as those who are
misleading my people, the Jewish editors, Zederbaum, Landan
and others, imagine and assert, as if I received a certain sum
of .- money from the missionaries according to the rumber of
heads (gulgoloth) which I win for the law of Mount Golgotha.
They know it perfectly well that this is not true. But now as
they cannot but see, thank God, that the teaching of my
Messiah and Saviour Jesus, the crucified One, is dearer to me
than thousands of gold and silver, their pride puts such
reckless words in their mouth as to say that I am mad, and
that the reading of some unacademical pamphlets has made
me crazy. To those journalists I say : Honoured gentlemen, I
am not mad, there is understanding and truth in what I speak
to my brethren ; and the time is not very far off when many
of my Tsraelitish brethren will know that Messiah must have
suffered in order that as the firstfruit of the resurrection He
might diffuse light among my people as well as among all
nations. : )

I am not anxious that those who join me should be many,
but that their faith should be of the right sort. My heart’s
desire is to build, by the grace of God and His Son Jesus
Christ, a lasting habitation out of holy and living stones, purified
by truth and sincerity. I do not concern myself about the
worthless talk of the Jewish newspapers. They may exhaust
themselves in calumnies and imprecations. I am pursuing
the course I began, armed by the power of our Christ, who
said, “I am the vine, ye are the tranches: He that abideth
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without Me ye can do nothing.” I will give no sleep to my
eyes nor slumber to my eyelids till I find for my brethren in
Russia a habitation for the Mighty One of Jacob, viz., the
Messiah Jesus, where I might enter with them, and together
worship at His footstool in the firm confidence, that He who
has chosen Zion will give me grace, compassion and sympathy
in the opened eyes of all God’s children, the true followers of
Christ, to assist me with every good gift out of the treasure my
Brother Jesus Christ has opened to them; one with the
spirit, another with strength ; one with counsel, another with
knowledge ; so that I may be able to accomplish the work
among iy brethren after the flesh, in bringing them to their
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Brother after the flesh, that they may find through Him the
way of truth and life. Amen. :

You might translate and publish this letter, that it may be
known what I am concerned about, and thus the mistepre-
sentation be resisted, and the mouth of the slanderer be
stopped to the joy of those that love the truth.

Accept the hearty greeting of your friend whose glory is
Jesus Christ the Crucified One.”

This is the reply of Mr. Joseph Rabinowitch to our inquiry.
We were perfectly convinced of the truthfulness of his state-
ments, and we did not need any justification on his part; but
we desired to have materials to meet the attacks of The Melitz.
As regards the number of those concerned in the movement,
the figure named in The Times, was not taken from our First
Ripe Fig, which expresses itself uncertain on this point.
Those concerned in the movement form a scattered community
of which the smallest proportion of members are, as it is said,
in Kischineff. But just in Kischineff the erection of a place of
worship has been. commenced, since the Russian Imperial
Government have taken up a somewhat friendly attitude
towards this Jewish Christian movement. We recently
received a letter from Pastor Faltin at Kischineff, from which
the following is an extract, and which contained that joyful
news.

From a letter of Pastor Faltin, 24th of Oct. (5th Nov.)
1884, to the Editor.

DEaR BRrOTHER IN THE LoOBD,

I am glad to send you to-day good news concerning the
progress of the Jewish Christian movement in this place. It is wonder-
ful how graciously the Lord directed matters till now! The First Ripe
Figs came first into our possession in single copies; the bulk has in the
meanwhile been retained ; probably because it is feared that the movement
would have an injurious effect in political circles. The zealous agitations
of the enemies of the movement, who opened their mouths wide in the
Newspapers, have contributed materially towards rousing attention in
the highest state and Church circles to this movement. The brochure
was translated into Russian and reached on the one hand the Minister of
State, and on the other, the orthodox synod of Bishops in Kieff. But the
Lord overruled it for the good of the cause; there arose in the different
circles sympathizers and defenders of the movement. Without any step
being taken from here, Mr. Rabinowitch received yesterday a note from

. the Censor Committee informiny him that in consequence of the special

consideration of the Minister of the Interior, the distribution of these
and several other writings of Mr. Rabinowitch in Hebrew, was graciously
granted. The Governor and the chief of the Gendarmes are very kindly
inclined towards this movement ; and I was able to guarantee for them,
and to remove some erroneous opinions. This foundation is absolutely
necessary for the blessed development of the work in Russia. Thanked
be the Lord, that till now everything has gone on so successfully.

Mr. Rabinowitch has been here to day, and we have in earnest prayer
entreated the Lord for further direction. A petition has been drawn up
to the Governor, requesting him, on the ground of a corresponding
paragraph in the law of the state, to allow the undersigned persons to
meet in a special room, as a branch of the Jewish community, by the
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name of “ Israelites of the New Testament,” for the purpose of réading
the Word of God, Old and New Testament, and -to worship, withou
being molested, Jesus of Nazareth whom they acknowledge to be their
and the world’s Saviour, of whom they desire to know ore and more
and to whom they wish to devote themselves in love more and more.

The whole . document is exceedingly well composed, and as the
authorities are by the gracious leadings of God, favourably inclined, it
may be expected with certainty that a favorable reply will come.*

The room has already been chosen; it is in the neighbourhood of the
parsonage, in the upper part of the house of Mr. Rabinowitch, junr.,
who is likewise a believer with all his heart, and sincerely loving the
Lord.

The meeting-room will resemble a Lutheran Church as to its arrange-
ments. A neatly made tablet will be placed on the wall opposite the
entrance, on which will be inscribed in gold letters the words on the
enclosed slip of paper, which should strike everyone that enters.+ Mr.
Rabinowitch laid the plan before me and desires to have your opinion on
the matter. I find the inscription very appropriate ; by the three names
of God it contains, it strikingly points the Israelite to the Triune Jehovah.

Beneath the tablet a communion table will stand, upon which the
scrolls of the Law similar to those used in the Synagogues will be
placed, and a nicely bound Old and New Testament, viz., a complete
Hebrew Bible.

My request is now in the name of our brethren the Israelites of the
New Covenant, that the friends who desire the extention of the Kingdom
of God among Israel should give us now a helping hand. F

ALTIN.

We have given our friends a connected history of this
movement, in its origin and development; with documents
setting forth the ¢ Morning Service” for week days and
Sabbaths; the ¢ Creed ”” and the ¢ Articles of Faith’’ as held
and used by the Israelites of the New Covenant; in addition
to a full account of our personal interview and impressions of
Rabinowitch. We have also added further documents, edited
in Hebrew and German by Prof. F. Delitsch of Leipsig which
defend Rabinowitch and his work against the unjust and
untruthful attacks of an unfriendly Jewish Press. These
added documents are especially valuable as containing, from
the pen of Rabinowitch, a letter, fragrant with the grace that
is in Christ Jesus.

Let it be repeated that in all our intercourse with Rabi-
nowitch, by letter or otherwise, we have never put any pressure
ou him as to doctrine or practice, but have left him to God and
his own conscience in these matters, wishing only to give him
spiritual encouragement and, if need be, material help.

When we left him at Leipsig on Thursday morning March
19th, 1885, on our return to Berlin and London, we left
Rabinowitch still unbaptised, and with the impression that he
would return to Kischeueff unbaptised. However, we found a
few days afterwards by news sent to London, that he had
been baptised in Berlin after our departure. This naturally
led us to fear that undue pressure had been exercised from

* The sanction has since been given, t Num, vi. 24, 26,
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some quarter. We wrote at once to Berlin and to Leipsig and
asked for informatior. " The reply assured us that the baptism
had taken place at the express wish of Rabinowitch himself.
So far all seems clear. But in course of a few days, we, and
many other friends of Rabinowitch, were filled with -alarm and
consternation on reading in the April number of The Jewish
Intelligence,”—the monthly organ of the  London Society for
Promoting Christianity amoungst the Jews,’—the following
information—

COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, JANUARY 16.

A letter was read from the Rev. R. Faltin, Society's Missionary at
Kischenefi, descriptive of the Jewish Reform movement in South Russia,
and recommending the employment of Mr. Joseph Rabinowitch as a
Missionary of the Society. The Committee directed that Mr. Faltin be
informed that it was contrary to the Society’s laws to employ an un-
baptized agent, but that they desired to stand on the most friendly and
brotherly relationship with Mr. Rabinowitch, assuring him of their earnest
prayers and sympathy, and of their deep interest in the movement lLe
represents.

GENERAL CoMMITTEE, FEBRUARY 13,

The Committee, as a practical expression of their sympathy, sanctioned
8 grant of £100 to Mr. Faltin, for the promotion of Christianity in connec-
tion with Mr. Rabinowitch’s work. The appropriation of this sum to be
considered on receiving Mr. Faltin’s report.

The only point of alarm is that the Rev. R. Faltin has
recommended the London Society to employ Rabinowitch as
one of their missionaries. The reply of the Committee is ajl
that could be desired as far as it goes. We suggest, however,
that the reply would have been more satisfactory had the
refusal been unconditional and absolute. .

A comment on this proposal appears in Word and Work of
April 9th from the pen of its Editor, and which we believe so
thoroughly expresses the sentiments of the large majority of
Rabinowitch’s best friends, that we give it in full as follows—

RABINOWITZ.

Only an extremely official mind could entertain the idea of employing
Rabinowitz as a missionary agent. The great success of the Jewish
Reform moverent in South Russia is mainly due to its spontaneousness.
If in any measure it became formal or fell back upon the old liues, its
charm would disappear, and its power to advance would at once cease.
We are glad to find that a proposal to employ Rabinowitz as an ageut
of the London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews has
been rejected by the Committee, even though the only reason assigned is
that he has not been baptized. We are informed this objection is not
likely to continue long in force ; nevertheless we trust the attempt to put
the Jewish reformer in harness will not be repeated. He can be effectually
aided in a thousand ways, by Christians of all classes, without being tied.
Probably, if the work he has begun is allowed to proceed without inter-
ference, it may give rise to similar movements elsewhere. To bind it by
any bonds, or to limit it in any fashion, however desirable such action

may appear to outsiders, is to risk its success and seriously to check its
progress, .
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There is another point of considerable mboge.uoP E.&; that
the Rev. R. Faltin is one of the Society’s missionaries. No
one can object to this in itself, for Mr. Faltin is spoken of by
those who know him as a most excellent Christian man. But
some of those in Germany and in England, who know him
well, know him only as a Luthetan Pastor who takes interest
in the Jews. They even deny that he is officially connected
with any Society, and urge his thorough independence in this
respect as @& plea for his being entrusted with all money
contributed by Germany and England towards Rabinowitch
and his work; and as the most eligible man for preserving the
independence and freedom of the movement. The. same
impression—that Pastor Faltin was simply a Lutheran
Pastor—we found amongst the leading friends of Israel in
Sweden a few years ago. We don’t for one moment blame
Pastor Faltin for the ignorance of his friends on this matter, but
we think that had the facts above referred to been known by
Prof. Delitsch and cthers they would have hesitated in
proposing as steward of all money for Rabinowitch, and as
most eligible for preserving the freedom of the movement, one
who is an agent of a Society and who recommends his Society
to absorb Rabinowitch That the statement,—that Mr. Faltin
is one of the Society’s missionaries—is no mere slip of the
pen, we find. the statement confirmed in another part of the
same April number. Speaking of a young convert who came
from Kischeneff to escape persecution, it is said, «“ For some
years the truth had been dawning upon him under the
ministry of the Society’s Missionary, the Rev. R. Faltin.”

The following extracts are taken from a long and interesting
letter received from the éxcellent and learned Prof Strack of
Berlin, dated Thursday April 2nd in reply to one from me.

“ When you left Leipsig, we were agreed as to the necessity for Rabi-
nowiteh to take time to consider respecting baptism. The next morning
(19/3/-) he declared that he was resolved to be baptised before returning
to Russia. Therefore, in the afternoon, Prof. Delitsch thought it better to
have him baptised in Berlin and not in Leipsig; not by a Lutheran
clergyman, but by a clergyman of Great Britain or America. Without the
least pressure Rabinowitch was willing to return with me to Berlin, A
friend recommended Prof. Mead, formerly Pastor of the Congregational
Church, Andover Theological Seminary, Mass. U.S.A., as an earnest
Christian. ~After due information Prof. Mead consented to baptise
Rabinowitch, and the latter consented to be baptised by him. My friend,
Pastor Knak of the Bohemian Lutheran Church, consented to give the
use of his place of worship, and to assist in the service. In all the
singularly favourable circumstances, I believe we saw the finger of God.
Besides, I thought that through this baptism, the inmost thoughts of
Rabinowitch and those of his present adherents would be unfolded. If he
be a man sent of God to the Russian Jews, we shall soon see it, if not, he
will soon cease to have influence over his followers. It may be that I was
mistaken in thinking thus, but you see that from this standpoint I could
not dissuade Rabinowitch from being baptised now. As to the form of
baptism, we had with you and Rabinowitch a long discourse. He wished
to be baptired by immnersion himself, and afterwards to baptise his
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adherents in the same way, but he did not say that the immersion was a
conditio, much less a conditio sine qua non for him personally.”

““ As to Pastor Faltin,” continues Prof. Strack, “I believed, and I believe
still, that he is not'a missionary of the London Society, but I must confess
that your comngunication has filled me with astonishment, for I did not
know that Pastor Faltin was in any near relationship with the London
Society. The term missionary is, I believe, awkward ; they ought to have
said ‘agent.” (Two hours later.) Justnow I find in the dJewish Infelli.
gence, for January and March, that Pastor Faltin is called ‘our missionary.’
I know that he is a divine in the Russian army for the Russian soldiers of
the Lutheran faith ; so he can hardly be an ordinary missionary of the

- London Society, or of any other Foreign (not Russian) Society. I thought

him a free missionary, and so, likely, did Prof. Delitsch. I am convinced
that T may assure you, that Prof. Delitsch is not willing to give over
Rabinovitch and his movement into the hands of any Society. Prof.
Delitsch wishes Rabinowitch should be absclutely independent of Pastor
Faltin and of the various Societies. . . . . Now I agree with you, that
the unknown—at least to us (in Leipsig)—position of Pastor Faltin,
creates a great difficulty. How can Pastor Faltin be an impartial
medium between the different Societies and Rabinowitch, if he is an
agent of the London Society ?

1 have felt it right for the good of the cause and the glory of
God, to give these facts to the friends of this movement.
Rabinowitch is the property of the whole Church of Christ,
and all his true friends should be concerned about the preserva:
tion of his freedom from all control by Sect or Society.

These painful impressions, which we would most gladly
have concealed, had better be stated frankly and kindly,
that mischief may be prevented. No one for a moment would
say a word in disparagement of the Christian character of
Pastor Faltin ; or call in question his honest desire to benefit
Israel. All thatis insinuated is mistaken zeal. Rabinowitch
and his work are so very exceptional, that they should be

treated as outside the sphere of any ordinary missionary. .

Some of the mischievous results of mistaken zeal have already
appeared in Kischeneff, as given by Rabinowitch in a long and
Interesting letter written on the 6th of April. We are aware
that in publishing this letter we run the risk of causing
estrangement between Rabinowitch and Pastor Faltin, but
this we trust may be very temporary, and it already exists to
some extent as witnessed by the letter itself. A little temporary
estrangement, though in itself to be deplored, may well be
endured, if it lead to the establishment of sound relationships
between workers having one common object .in view, but
whose modes of work are very different. Let the work of
each rest on its own foundation, with mutual goodwill
subsisting between the workers, and neither seeking to
proselyte from the other, praying for each other’s success,
the greatest glory will redound to our common Lord

Silence in the presence of known danger is guilty silence,
and to cry peace, peace, when there is none, is the mission of
a false prophet ; but to sound an alarm when danger threateus,
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is a simple duty, and may prevent the very danger threatened,
which we fervently pray may be the result in this case.
‘We subjoin extracts from the letter of Rabinowitch, with-
holding certain portions only in the interest of peace.
¢« KIsCHENEFF, April, 6th, 1885.
To MY DEAR BROTHER IN OUR ADORABLE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
JouN WILKINSON.

May He who quickened our Lord Jesus, quicken also us through Jesus,
and together establish us, in order that the grace of God be made known
through many, and the knowledge of God spread to the glory of God. Amen.-

Thanked be our heavenly Father for giving His angels charge over me
to keep me in all the ways on which I travelled. After returning from
Berlin to Leipsig, where I remained four days, I arrived home safely on
the 22nd, and found my family well preserved in body and soul, who
rejoiced with me. We did not lose a moment in thanking the Lord on
bended knees and from the depths of our hearts, for all His goodness
shown to me all along my journey ; and in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ we prayed, that He would bless and prosper your work, my brother
Wilkinson, and that He would bless my brethren, Dr. Dixon and Mr. Adler,
their families and all near and dear to them. We also remembered in our
prayers all dear friends in England, known or unknown. The Lord be
with them in their work of building up the house of Isracl upon the
foundation of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. Neither have we
omitted to pray for the venerable Professor Delitsch and all his dear ones,
and for Professor Strack, Mrs. Davis, and Miss Garnet ; for they have all
contributed to my welfare, in comfcrting me all the time I sojourned in &
strange country. May the grace and mercy of God remain with you all
so long as the moon endureth.

You have, I dare say, received the letter I wrote to you from Berlin soon
after my baptism, and you know that we all desired that the fact should
remain a secret for a while, till [ had first informed the Government of it,
and obtained its sanction concerning everything touching our movement.
But the Lord willed it otherwise. For when I, soon after my vasm‘ﬂq
informed one of the high officials (for, as I told you, I could not do anything
without revealing it to some of the high government officials, who are
ready and willing to support me), he found it necessary for the good of the
cause to publish it in one of the government organs, called Bessarabsky
Gobernske Wedamost, which appears here in Kischeneff. He stated, that,
“ the founder of the community of the ¢ Children of the New Covenant,’
Joseph Rabinowitch, has been sanctified (or set apart) by baptism
according to the rite of the Congregationalists, and is allowed to administer
the Christian sacraments to his Jewish brethren: to those already
belonging to his congregation as well as to any other Jews who may be
willing to join him in Kischeneff in order to celebrate with his congre-
gation on the 24th of March, the feast of Easter.”

But even before I arrived it was made known that I had been set apart
by baptism ; and thanked be our Lord Jesus Christ, that many of my
brethren came to see me, and thanked the Lord and His Christ-for my
preservation : and on the Saturday preceding Kaster, I conducted the
service according to our new liturgy published in Leipsig ; having already
obtained the necessary permission from the Censor, and each member
held a copy in his hand. ~ After offering a short prayer in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, I addressed them from the Word of
God on the sufferings, crucifixion, and the death of our Lord. Also Pastor
Faltin, and Dr. Lhotzky who arrived here on Friday night, were present,
and listened to my address. On the first day of Easter, we met together
for worship, and I preached upon the subject of “ The Messiah and His
resurrection,” having first read to them a portion from Isaiah, John XX.,
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and 2 Cor. iv; and I see since I returned to Kischeneff,"that my baptism
15 very pleasing to all lovers of Jesus Christ, and that it does not hinder
the movement,

It is & hundred deaths to depend upon man, * for it were better for me
to die, than that any man should make my glorying void,” said the Apostle
Paul. T also remember his words (2 Cor. i. 19), * For the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, was not yea and nay,
but in Him was yea.” (1 just now received your precious letter of the
8l1stof March, and therefore leave off writing to read the same.)

Dear brother in Christ, I see that your love to me and to my people
Israel, is a divine love, a true love in Christ. HEven before revealing to you
the anguish and trouble of my soul, which I named above, you came to
comfort me with you dear letter, which is comforting me through the Holy
Spirit which is drawn from Him, and is inspiring me with hope, and
strength to stand on my watch for the good of my people, in the cause of
my Lord and my Messiah, the living One, which He has committed unto
me. Grace be unto you and all my dear friends who believe in the Lord
and His Christ, and in the salvation of Israel, from Him who was delivered
up for our transgressions and who rose for our justification. Amen.

Now I am going to reply to your letter. As regards the holy baptism, T
can only say a few words; it is done, and every thing is done by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. And I say itdistinctly, that I did not receive
baptism because I was in any way, or by anybody, pressed to do it; but, as
I told you long ago, because it was absolutely necessary for me to take that
step. I now had a good opportunity of being baptized in Berlin by
Professor Mead, who is an American, and made up my mind to be
baptized there. The Government does not like to see thousands of its
Jewish subjects join the German-Lutheran Church, and I again assure you,
that the goodwill of the Government is of greater value to me than that
of ten Lutheran Professorsg

From what I wrote to you till now, and from the conversations we held,
you can see the reasons why I cannot unite myself with any missionary
society or with any special community, to depend upon them for
direction concerning the Word of God, and to do what they desire. I
said to Professor Delitsch explicitly, and he well understood me. “Other
lords beside the Lord Jesus have had dominion over us.”” Physically, as
well as spiritually, Israel is a people that shall dwell alone. Let Israel
come and receive what belongs to them, viz., Jesus, who was sent first to
them, and God in His- great mercy is able to graft them again into the
root, and their ingathering will be life from the dead. No human hand is
able to make us dependent or free. My desire is to glorify Christ; and to
be made free in Him from all human chains and human wisdom, and I
am confident, that the God of our forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
will help us. 1 wrote the Articles of our Confession, which Prof. Delitsch
published, to show our liberty in Christ ; and it i$ on the ground of that
confession that I received baptism, and this also is named in the certificate
I received from Prof. Mead, and was also written in the Protocol drawn up
at the Conference held on the 18th of March, at Leipsig.

| never requested any one to apply for me to the Missionary Society in
London: that would be against my nature, and I have no knowledge
whatever of the movements of the societies in London. Had not you and
Prof. Delitsch first written to me, I should not have asked you for any-
thing. It seems that Pastor Faltin, knowing all the needs which surround
me and the work in our town, brought the matter on his own account
before the Society in London.

My heart’s desire is to help Israel in general, and all true Christians of
England, Roumania, and Russia, are waiting for this, and are willing to
stand by us till the Lord has given us rest from Satan and all his host.

I particularly request you to send contributions from our English
brethren towards the good of my brethren in Christ, directly to me, and T
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guarantee that not & penny shall be lost, but that all shall be spent in-

the holy cause, as appointed by the contributors ; on the place of worship ;
on the school ; or on the other objects they may name ; the same shall be
done if they send me holy Scriptures. 1 shall do as you advised me; I
shall enter every thing in a book, and I shall report to you each time of
how it is spent, with signature and witness.

After the festivals, I shall send you, Dr. Dixon, and Adler, the
photograph of my family, as I promised; at present they all send you their

kind regards, and daily pray that the Lord may bless your work in the
name of Christ.

Give, please, my salutation to my dear brother in Christ, Dr. Dixon,

w.n% to my dear brother in Christ, Adler, who will probably translate this
etter.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirits. Your brother

in Christ Jesus, who is trusting that his work in Christ has not been done
in vain,

JOSEPH RABINOWITCH.”

We have been frequently asked ‘“ What do vou think of
Rabinowitch as to doctrine, is he sound ?’’ T am not his
judge before God, but as far as I can gather from his writings
and have gathered from himself, he believes in the inspiration
of the entire Scriptures ; man’s ruin ; redemption by the blood
of Christ; salvation by faith; necessity of the new birth ;
regeneration by the Holy Ghost; good works as the fruit of
faith and evidence of its genuineness ; and eternal life as God’s
free gift.. Some parts of his ‘¢ Articles of Faith” Have a strong
flavour of Sacramentarianism and Sacerdotalism which may be
accounted for by his surroundings, and which Evangelical
Christians may reasonably hope he will in time outgrow. In

“the meantime he must not be lectured out of error, but loved
into truth.

It has also been asked “how can Christians fully sympathise
with such a movement, when its adherents still cling to such
J ns:mr observances, as the Passover, the Sabbath, and
Circumeision ?” '

_Please put the matter for a moment from a Jewish point of
view. -Take the Sabbath, The word Sabbath in the Scripture
IOE Testament and New—always means the Jewish Sabbath
—Saturday. He is told in the Decalogue to “ remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy,” and is told also that the Seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Tord thy God. Christians still count
Saturday as the Seventh day, and Sunday as the first day of
the week, and tens of thousands of Christians every Sunday
say, after the words * the Seventh day is the Sabbath . .
in ¢ thou shalt do no manner of work,” « Lord have mercy
upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law,” When they
broke it last Saturday and purpose to do the same next
Saturday. Bear with the Jew in this matter, he surely
commits no sin by keeping Saturday as Sabbath. )

Now'a word as to the Passover. The unbelieving Jew in
keeping the Passover at the present day has no Passover lamb
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on which to feed, and no sheltering blood, he has simply the
unleavened bread. The believing Jews of the New Covenant
in South Russia take Christ as the true Passover Lamb, and
blending the original institution with the Lord’s supper, they
have together the type and the antitype and thus commemorate
national and spiritual redemption. Surely there can be no sin
in keeping Passover after this fashion.

Now a word as to Circumcision. Well, what is the meaning
of the rite of Circumcision? Circumecision is the initiatory
rite into the privileges of the National Covenant. .¢ Every
male child among you shall be circumcised.” ¢ My covenant
shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.” ¢ And the
uncircumcised male child . . . shall be cut off from his
people, he hath broken my covenant.” Gen. xvii. 10-14.
Circumeision is not a type of baptism, or it would teach the
doctrine of baptismal regeneration. Circumeision was a type
of faith in Christ ; without the former—no national blessing;
without the latter—no spiritual blessing. National election
was a type of spiritual election ; National blessings in Palestine
a type of spiritual blessings in Christ ; and Circumcision is as
essential to the one as faith in Christ is to the other. Now it
is admitted by most of the students of Jewish and proghetic
truth that the Jews are decreed to remain a separate people
to the end of the world. See Jer. xxxi. 85-37; Isa. Ixvi. 22.
Yet in proportion to the number of Jews Christianised and
merged in the Christian Church their distinet nationality is
lost. How is this difficulty to be met? The instructed
Christian meets it in this way. This is a distinct dispensation
for gathering the Church, composed of spiritually elect indi-
viduals from all nations; the Jewish portion termed ¢ a remnant
according to the election of grace’;”” the Gentile portion called
‘“ a people taken out for His name ”—Jew and Gentile both one
in Christ, the middle wall broken down, so that in this dispen-
sation all national, social, and sexual distinctions are ignored
“for in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor
free, male nor female.” The Jewish nation as such wil be
converted in Palestine on the second advent of the Lord. Is
it a matter of surprise that unbelieving Jews do not see the
character of this dispensation and the higher calling of the
Church ? Nay, is it wonderful that those who accept Christ as
Messiah and Saviourdo not see these things at once ? Numbers
of thoughtful and religious Jews at this day who are sincerely
inclined to accépt Jesus, are found to hesitate under the
influence of fear lest on becoming Christians they should be:
come Gentiles, and lose their distinct nationality. This is not
a question originating with the believing Jews in South Russia.
It is not a question of yesterday, but a question of Apostolic
times.  All the Elders of the Jewish Mmamamb Church in
Jorusalem said to Paul, ““Thou seest, brother, how many
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myriads (Greek) of Jews there are which believe; and they
are all zealous of the law; and they are informed of thee, that
thou teachest all the Jews that are among the Gentiles to
forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumecise their
children, neither walk after the customs.” Acts xxi. 20, 21.
These myriads of Jews were acknowledged believers, and the
more advanced elders at Jerusalem dealt very tenderly with
them, and why should not we deal tenderly on this point with
Rabinowitch and his followers ? They acknowledge that these
observances have no saving virtue, that salvation is in Christ
alone, but that these observances tend to preserve Jewish
Nationality which God has decreed shall not be destroyed.

All true Christians may then sympathise with our Christ-
believing Israelites of South Russia, and acknowledge them as
brethren ; and not only so, but should earnestly pray that the
movement may influence the Jews throughout the whole
world.

Of one thing I feel sure, and this I would emphasize, that
such has been the influence of the Mildmay Mission to the
Jews, specially in its Medical Department, during the last
eight years, that if God should raise up some Jew In London
to work on similar lines to those of Rabinowitch, hundreds of
Jews would answer the call of the trumpet, and rally round
the standard of the Lord Jesus Christ.

‘We think that all Christians who love the Jews may well
pray for such a movement in London.

What the end of such a movement might be- it would not be
wise to predict, except that if a m>vement originated by the
Spirit of God it must necessarily result in glory to God, and
that is enough for us.

Lord, awaken thy Church to the claims of Israel! Lord,
awaken the Jews to the claims of Christ ! Lord, awaken thy
Church to the secord advent of the Lord Jesus Christ !

¢ Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.”

P.S.—We subjoin extracts from a letter received from
Rabinowitch early in May, dated April 380th, down to
which date it will be seen that he had not received any
aid whatever except through our Mildmay Mission. For
various reasons, some of which have been named in the
pamphlet, and after much prayer for Divine guidance, we have
decided to pass all monies entrusted to our stewardship for
Rabinowitch direct to himself, and not through the hands of
a third party; Rabinowitch having given a written guarantee
that a proper account duly audited shall be rendered of the
way in which all monies for the public work have been spent.
In order, however, to preserve brotherly love and friendly
co-operation as far as possible, with all others aiding, or
wishing to aid Rabinowitch, I have agreed in friendly con-
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ference with J. E. Mathieson, Esq., the Rev. Adolph.
Saphir, D.D., and the Rev. Theo. Meyer, on May 19th to
inform our honoured friend, Prof. F. Delitsch of Leipsig when
money -is -sent to Rabinowitch, as to the amount and the
object to which-it is to be devoted, so that there may be no

anger of giving twice over for the same. object.  Thus
brotherly co-operation will be preserved on the one hand,
whilst on the other, the friends of the Mildmay Mission will
know that theirycontributions go direct to Rabinowitch,
without conditions and without delay, and, as far as we are
concerned, his freedom to work as the Holy Spirit may lead
him will be absolute. Any one on the spot holding the purse-
strings, or counselling those who do, must of necessity
exercise a moral control over Rabinowitch and his work.

May the Lord keep and guide him!

“ DEAk BROTHER IN THE Exarntep MEssia® JEsus,

For a whole three weeks I have waited, expecting
as usual every week to receive an answer to my letter, especi-
ally as my last one of the 20th of March was a long one, pour-
ing out in it my bitter complaint. . . . I was in hope to
have soon your valuable counsel, in which, as God the Father
and His Son the Messiah know, I always find love and truth,
and my spirit cheered and made confident that God is with me
in all the way I walk, and that my feet will not glide into the
dangerous spots before me; and in the end I hear nothing from
you. What does it mean ? And why is it ? Dear brother
Wilkinson, I agsure you that your long silence is for me unbear-
able. You were the first and the only one who came to my
rescue whenl hung between life and death ; like the good Sa-
maritan you came and saw me, and had compassion onme ; you
bound up my wounds, and brought me to an inn, and on the
morrow when you departed, you took out two pence to take
care of myself. You are my friend ; I have received nothing of
the Priest and nothing of the Levite, both of whom passed me
by (Luke x. 30-37), and why are you silent now ?

Hasten and enquire after the welfare of Joseph your
brother in Christ, who by the mercy of God granted to him was
instrumental in proclaiming to his rebellious hrethren the un-
searchable riches of Christ, and to inform them that only through
the Lord Jesus can they obtain acceptance. Thanks be to God
the Father, that, since my return from Berlin, the work of pro-
claiming the Gospel is increasing. Every Sabbath many of our
Jewish brethren come to the place of worship to listen to the
truth of the Gospel, so much so that the place eannothold all,
and therefore we are preparing to commence on the 23rd of this
month, April (old style), or May 5th, to enlarge the place of
worship after a plan .mmboao.umm by the Governor. Different
people are coming daily to listen fo Bible exposition, Old and

D
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Zmd.q Testaments, and to pray in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ for the speedy salvation of the people of Israel. Amen.
- - - . I have applied for permission to erect a school
for boys and girls of the Christian Israelites separate from the
ather Jewish schools, and expect ere long to obtainit. . . .
Beside your kind contributions, I have not received Jfrom anyone
a single farthing, and our needs are great, as I told you in
Berlin. My confidence is strong that enlargement and deliver-
ance shall arise to the Jews from Him who said Let
light be and light was.” Neither have we Bibles nor New
Testaments. The small box with German New Testaments
and the Epistle to the Hebrews edited by our dear friend
Adler, T received, (I dare say they were sent by you.)
Thanks be to you London people for all your kindness, and may
God reward you here and hereafter. We are greatly ia need of
Emwwos 208 Testaments, and Testaments in the Russian and
Jewish jargon. There are not many here who know the pure
German.

All my family, my wife, my sons and daughters, pray for
you and your family morning and evening, that the Lord would
preserve your bodies and spirits, and that He would bless your
work in Jesus Christ. I send you the photographs of them
all; receive them as a token of friendship and love for ever from
your brother in Christ Jesus, who loves you and yours with the
love of Christ, to which there is neither end nor limit,

JosepH RABINOWITCH.
Remember me to Dr. Dixon and to Mr. Adler.”

N
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MILDMAY MISSION TO THE JEWS.

DiEECcTOR AND MISSIONARY :

Rev. JOHN WILKINSON, 79, Mildmay Road, London, N.

Sphere.—~The Jews throughout Great Britain.

Workers.—Twenty-six belonging to the various evangelical |

denominations; about half of whom are unsalaried.

Work.—House to house visitation ; distribution of scriptures
and tracts: preaching stations; Medical Mission;
Sewing Class for Jewesses; Night Schools for
Children; Itinerant Mission; Printing House and
Home for Inquirers; Convalescent Home; Home and
School for Jewish Children, &e.
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SERMON BY MR. RABINOVITZ. -

SR HE following | translation of a sermon
2~ Nop “praached by Mr. Rabinovitz in the Church
9 of the “ Israelites of the New Testament,’ !

. in Kischineff, on Good Friday,* 11th April,
1886, will greatly interest our readers :— ‘

Dear Frresps,—Do not expect from me this time proofs from
the Holy Scriptures and the prophets that Jesus, who was born of

Mary, at Bethlehem, is our true Messiah and Redeemer, because

the lamentationis which fill our Russian churches on account of

the extraordinary and terrible event, which happened eighteen

.centuries ngo outside Jernsalem, should be more ‘convineing to you

than proofs from the Bible, which some of you believe, and others

do not. I say that these lamentations ought to show you that

Jesus is the Angel of the Lord, who bears the sins of the world,

and that He is the only begotten Son of God, of whom the prophet

Zechariah prophesied that, as Angel of God, He would come from

the houso of David. ¢ And they shall look upon Him whom

they have pierced, and they ghall mourn for Him, as one mourneth
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is
in bitterness for his firstborn” (Zech. xii. 10). - That unfor-

tuncte Priday, which the priests of Jerusalem have' turned into a

day of mourning for the whole world, because, as they surrounded

Him like. dogs and wild beasts, they absolutely demanded the

only begotten Son, and delivered Him, though innocent, into the

hands of the Prince of this world, who has power over death ;
that ‘Friday brings us, ohildren of Abraham, great fear and
trembling. Our hearts are overwhelmed by the thought that our

Messioh, the King of Israel and our Redeemer, suffered the death

of o malefactor, Tears flow when we think who was so shame-

fully treated ; how the inhobitants of Jerusalem laid their hands
upon this fruit which God caused to grow out of the stem of

Joseph; how 'they killed’ on Golgotha the Prophet, the only

‘begotten Lord ! ’ !

. The Jewish proverb is not used in vain: ¢ The Jew has not

hod yet a good Thursday.” It is true, because that Thursday on

which Judas delivered his Master, Jesus Christ, into the hands of,

His enemies, and which the Jewish Council considered as a day
~ of vietory, having made Jesus of Nazareth a prisoner, that un-

fortunate Thursdny. became for all Jews a day of unrest and mis-

fortune. From the time that the priests succeeded with their
cunning to pour out the blood of our Lord J esus. Christ—that
precious blood. which speaketh better things than’that of Abel
(Heb, xii. 24), the God of Tsrael; who sent us always for our

‘deliverance His prophets and apostles, persecuted 6{’: killed though,
they Weré by Israel’s own brethren, has ceased ‘16 show us His

‘love, He has, it is true, pardoned  our sins, but He has “also
required of our nation the blood of all the prophets shed from the
foundation of the world (St; Luke xi, 60). & | o

" On'account ‘of  this ihnocent blood which was féhe’d', the curse’

‘has come upon us'more ‘and more, and for the last 1800 years we
‘have been wanderers all over the world. Yes, bréthren, we have
déeply sinned—more deeply than all other ‘nations; : Our
‘groat nationdl sin, The stains of the holy blood of
., Prophet, ‘and Lord Jesus Christ have cast a'sh
:'Tha' chosen people became  a cursed peopl
Hold our brethren, the Russian Je
“deaf ‘ear to_the heartrending: vo
Chiiat. -/ ‘They "do not hear the:cry

, into Thy hands 1 ‘commend . My Spirit

“Ba

a

_* Russian style,

thef, int ha ‘ ‘ —l'—‘ﬁbr“d:‘ni;théﬁ', ;
hioch are & signal of pardon to the whole world, as well 25 of the T

propagation of the eternal truth. Oh, how singular the sound of
the followil;g words, which the orthodox Jews repeat at this very
time in their prayers: ‘“Thou hast lent us this holy day, the
time of our rest.” DBut what do they mean by this?  Are they
not the slaves of sins, which they have committed and do still
commit against the prophets of God? Are these wise Pharisces
go childish that they really consider themselves free on the first
night of the Passover Feast, because they pass their time like
children ? Do-they really think that they will be free next year
in the land of Tsrael? And this periodical freedom from sin
amongst slaves they look upon as given of God. Have they not
yet convinced themselves of the truth of the Redeemer’s words:
«If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. I
know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to kill Me,
because My word hath no place in you.” Yes, it is certain that
the words of the Son of God cannot reach the hearts of sinful
Jows. It seems a riddle that these God-fearing Jews, who are
able every day to shed tears at a story which the Talmudists
relate (Gitin, L. 56), should remain indifferent to those decds
. done by their forefathers against the Son of God, who came to
redeem us and to bear testimony to the truth, to make an end of
sin, and to propagate eternal truth (Zech. xiii. 1, 2). In .
order to explain this better, I'will repeat the teaching of the old
Talmudists :—* The world was created to last 6000 years—2000
years Chaos, 2000 years the Law, 2000 years the days’of.
Messiah,” g oo
The Light of Christianity eould not appear, immediately in the -
world, or in other words, it was necessary that the world should
be gradually prepared in o spiritual manner, so as to receive the -
Light, the fountain of which is Christ. For the law works -
gradually in the spiritual, as in the physical world. Since the
birth of Christ, the kingdom of God extends more and more, for
it drives away the evil spirit, just as the darkness vanishes before
the light. Unfortunately the Jews alone, from whom salvation
came to the world at latge, are sunk in darkness. - Theyar
‘already becoming tired of seeking an entrance into the kingdom -
- of Glod;'they remain the slaves of the law, which brings onlysin *
and  death, whereas. every believer in Christ enjoys the light -
already. The. Talmudists, who remain in the darkness of the
law, are not in a position to receive Jesus as the true Messiah, .
and they expeet a new temple, even at the present day, in whiell
they may be able to bring sacrifices to God, as in former yeart
Therefore the Talmudist can be incensed. by the evil deeds of
Titus. Unfortunately, our brethren of Israel are still in dork-
ness ; they are hated by all nations.. The expression of  thel
faces shows that they aré without laws, and that they have o
stubstitute. It is. only when God. will have mercy on them ax
enible them to acknowledge the true Redeemer, whom they har
pierced, and ' confess  that He has borne their sorrows, that theif
wounds can . be healed, and their sins washed - For what
God does oon only be accomplished for us throy i
and He is the only One who is able to appea ‘
before the Father; as it is said in Tsaiah li
will I:divide him "o portion with the great,
‘thie* spoil ‘with'the strong ; because He hath ‘poure
- unto death, and He was numbered with the
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money returned to the owners, who bought with it a burying
place, and called it the field of blood.

Brothren, you are well acquainted with the words of the wiso
man: ¢ Whoover prepares for the Sabbath, has his preparation
ready in the Sabbath-day.” Let us on the evo of the Sabbath
approach the Lord Jesus Christ, who was sold asa slave for thirty
picces of silver by our brother Judas. Let us draw nigh to Him,
who is now before ms with His wounds about: Him, from which
the precious blood flows, and who gives us an cntrance into the
kingdom of Heaven. Let us say to Him in the name of all Israel
the same words which were uttered by Joseph’s brethren:  For-
give the trespass of thy brethren and their sin, for they did unto
thee evil.” :

# Remember us, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom,” as the
melefactor snid, who was crucified with Jesus. And we may
hope that through the infinite love of our heavenly Father He will
answer us: ¢ To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.”” And
we shall enter into the rest of the people of God, that is, in Christ :
« There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God.”” May
the answer be.the same as that of Joseph's brethren.

Yes, brethren, our guilt is not that our ancestors crucified
Jesus Christ, as imperfect Christians maintain, who forget the
words of the Redeemer to Cleopas and his companiong: O fools,
and slow of heart to belicve all that the prophets have spoken :
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into

ths wisdom of God, which St. Paul preached, and of which kLe
said that ¢ nono of the princos of this world knew : for had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”
(L Cor, ii. 8). Our guilt eonsists in this, that the people of
Isracl do not as yet acknowledge Him who was crucified ”
(Zech, xiii, 10), :

Blessed be His name to all eternity! Amen,

“Hamagid” (page 378) alludes once more to the great
influence exerted by the Mission upon theSephardim Jews at
Jerusalem, as evidenced, inter alia, by the fact, that they
employ o Hebrew Christian as  heir stipendiary communal
secretary. The reason they give f r it is, that there is no law in
Shulchan Aruch (a compendiou” and autheritative digest of
Rn,b.bix.lie statutes) forbidding tle employment of converts to
Christianity in that capacity, *In the Holy Land,” continues the
Jewish ndvocate of this practice, ¢ ¢ converts and Missionaries are
the first to be consulted by our people in every emergency. They
are at home at our houses and at those of our chachams; they
are our physicians and advisers, they compassionate our widows,
take in and train our orphans, and find employment for our poor
;lomen. And whence will come our help, if we keep aloof from
Rem‘? Come, then, let us acknowledge our obligations to our
Rabbis, who do not stand upon their dignity, where our welfare
1;0 Cf’ncerned.‘ ‘We cannot do like our brethren abroad, who, even
; ;v;;ur hospital accommodatian, depend upon- the Missionaries,
Chuchinﬁgmz‘; of 1L(’1\:11' own, Evﬁfl t!ne chief Rn.'bb’is': x.md the other
who s esje attended in their illness by the :Mission doctor,
e s ‘m;g ﬁlelth'e! f(fr attendance or for‘medicines. . And shall
Jewspnbrobndl this kindness out of regard’forsooth for - the
becauge w: .hWe omploy _the o nvert, in (the| first; place,
T g Wis] 1‘:o’p1ease the Missionaries, ibt‘it"also‘because

content . with ‘less wages, andis more’ faithful in

the dj . .
to be.,l’schm'ge of his duties than an ‘unconverted Jew is likely

'

His glory ?” (St. Luke xxiv. 25, 26.) Yet they have heard of -

JERUSALEM NOTES.

THE Rev." A. H.
Kelk, writing | from
the Holy City on May
26th, says:— ¢ Dr.
‘Wheeler and myself
returned: from our
Missionary journey
to Damascus and
Safed last Friday.
We were away 25
days. Although it
was latein theseason
for travelling, yet we
had most suitable
weather, and in
every respect a good
journey, with the
single exception that
I was unwell the .
whole time,

¢ At Damascus I
found everything in
_fair working - order,
and the work ap-
parcutly going on as well as could be expeeted with the small
staff employed. There were 53 boys present in the Sohool.
They read only modorately in English, much bettor in French;
the Arabic reading was also fairly good, though not quite as
good as I expected, seeing it is.their common language. I did
not at all like the Hebrew: reading, for it is done in the sing-
song peculiar to Damasous, and seems intended to hide the sense.
The master told me they were obliged to allow this method of
reading. . The boys repeated the Lord’s Prayer in Arabio and
Hebrew. The premises are very good, and in capital order,
but are kept shut up too much. )

“ There are at least 6000 Jews in Damascus, all of whom speak
Arabie,'and ‘in most cases nothing else. Some speak Hebrew, a
few - Spanish, -and fewer still German, or Judeo-Polish, The
languagé for Mission work must of necessity be Arabic. The
Jews are almost entirely engaged in business, and though they
are decidedly opposed to Christianity, there does not seem to be
the same amount of bigotry amongst them as is to be found in
other places where thero is less business. There is no reason why
it should not be a most fruitful field. The worldliness is to be
found everywhere, and ~in most places with the addition” of
bigotry. . - ) C

“ From Damasous we went to Safed, arriving there on Thursday
evening., Going .down 'in the morning, without our arrival: being. -
known, we found the work at the Mission Honse in a;satis--
factory state. - The numbers attending have not reached so high .
a figure as before the break, but, on both the dispensary days, -:
when we were present, there were over 60 present at the service -
before the medical work began. I am sorry that we' found Mr.:
Oozeret in a very critical state of heéalth. I therefore’ took upon. .
myself the responsibility of sending him awny.with his!faxaily.:
He will go to Beyrout, and then to some place in the Lebanon.
Three ‘months at least will be required for this, and mean
the ‘work ‘ot~ Safed must not be neglected. I am," th
writing ‘to ‘Mr, Weinberg, of Jaffa, to go’up ‘and ‘tak
place for & time, St

¢ Dr. Sahyun is making his way amongst the people.””.
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WHZAT IS AN ISRRSLITE

OF THE \

New COMENANT?

LoNG time had elapsed since Mr. Jacob had received
the New Testament from Mr. Israel, and since they
had met. Occasionally Mr. Israel would see him
sitting among other Jews at Mr. Rabinowitz's place
of worship, and listening to the sermon ; but it
seemed to him as if he wished to keep himself aloof from him, and
that he would not even sit with him on the same side of the
Synagogue. Mr. Israel, on ‘the other hand, did not feel particularly
anxious to find out the cause of it. ‘

But on one Saturday evening—after having listened in the
morning to a most powerful sermon delivered by Mr. Rabinowitz on
God’s dealings with the proud King Pharoah, on which occasion he
pointed out that it was necessary for Pharaoh to learn the three
important lessons, viz.: (1) that there was no other God beside
Jehovah ; (2) that that Jehovah was the real King and Ruler of ‘this
world ; and (3) that with Jehovah there was a difference between
the Egyptians and the israelites, because Israel was indeed His
« first-born ” ; pointing out at the same time that the plagues God
had caused to come upon them were not out of revenge, but rather
with a view of imparting to them some necessary lessons—Mr.
Jacob turned up unexpectedly at Mr. Israel’s house.

Mr. Israel (gazing at him for a moment) said to him * How is
it we have not seen you so long? And you look so pale and/care-
worn! What is-ailing you?” !

" Mr. Jacob: “I am surprised at you, Mr. Israel, that you should
ask me the cause of it, since it was yourself | Why, it was you who
gave me the New Testament with your own hands, and you must
know it very well, that as soon as a heart is touched by the words of
t-th Book it breaks, like the stones’ out of which Solomon built the
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. remark, ¢ Here, keep it. Let only God know of it!’”

4 WHAT 1S AN ISRAELITE

~temple, by the touch of the little wbrm ¢ Shamir."* Oh, you hav_é

no.idea, dear friend, what mental struggles and sufferings I have

.endured since I received .the book, and since. I brought it into my

house. First of all I had a terrible encounter with my dear wife
Eve. That came about in this way: I had left the Book in my
overcoat, on a chair in the bedroom. Next morning when my wife
came to put the room straight, and took the coat to hang it up, she
noticed a big book in my pocket ! . She pulled it out, and as soon
as she saw the title-page she murmured, ‘ Ah, this is one of the
precious books with which Rabinowitz tries to catch Jews and turn
them into * G6im ” (Gentiles).” At that moment I happened to be
in the saloon, where several Jews who knew me were sitting and
drinking each other’s health, and wishing tt:ﬁg.he young Emperor
Nicholas II. may usher in better times for the Jews. With a

-distorted face, and pale as the whitewash on the wall, she beckoned

to me with her hands, eyes, and head to follow her into the room,
a call which I promptly obeyed. Here, with staring eyes, and
holding in her trembling hands the open New Testament, she said
to me, * What is the meaning of this, Jacob? Have you forgotten
that you have a wife and children? Haye you forgotten that we
have a cellar full of wine, and that we are greatly depending upon .
the rich customers? Alds! that I should have lived long enough to
see this book in my bedroom! This book is becoming the greatest.
misfortune of the Jews of Kishenew. Woe, woe unto us! What

- profit will you derive from it?’ All this she spoke in a subdued

tone, in order that the customers should not hear what was going
on in the bedroom, and I sat there, looking straight in her face

- without uttering a word. But when I noticed that she was going to
~-put the book into the kitchen, fire I exclaimed, in a very loud voice, .

‘ Stop ; not so.’ - Fearing lest the Jews should come to see what was’

. the*matter with us, and find that I was .a follower of Rabinowitz,

she quickly thrust the New Testament into my hands, with th
- Mr. Israel : ““ Why, thank and praise the Lord that He g;ve
you the strength to protest, and to say ‘ No." I trust that this will
form the first step in the way of truth, and the turning-point in your

life. Every man at his conversion must remember.the first ‘ Not:’

uttered. by God 'to Adam—*Thou shalt zor eat of the tree. of
knowledge of good and evil’ Then, again, he must' be mindful nor

: T, i ' \

# ¢« Shamir,”’ mentioned in Jer, xvii. 1, Ezek. iii. 9, and Zech. vii. 2, and translated -
in the A,V, as ¢ diamond,’’ is, according. to the Talmud (Vol. Gitin 68A and Sota .
58A), a name of a little worm created in the creation week, which had the marvellous
virtue that it could cut evehr diamonds asunder by the mere touch,. Hence it was of
immense value to Moses when he had to prepare the stones for the ‘“Ephed,”” Moses .
had only to pencil the shape and size he wished, and then hold the * Shamir ** against
it, and then it would split asunder. Equally valuable it was to Solomon at the building
of the Temple, since, according to Deut, xxvii. 8, he was nof allowed to use vron tools,
After Moses had used it it was lost, and Solomon felt so much the absolute needof it
that-he éngagéd the Prince of the Demons to find it |—Te Translator.
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to trust to his own understanding. He must »o# love darkness, and
many more such ‘Nots’' or ‘Noes.’ For your ‘No,” Mr. Jacob,
you will get Him who is ¢ Yea.”” ! .
> Mr. Jacoby *“Since that conflict with my wife, and since 1 won .
that victory, I ha¥é read through nearly the whole of the book. But.
it created in me other conflicts! It is in this way. Whilst, on the .
one hand, my heart is dancing for joy, like the hearts of Abraham
and David, to see Jesus of Nazareth; to see that He not only lved—ep
according to the Law and the Prophets, but also died, and rose
again from the dead, according to the same Prophets; yea, even
after the resurrection, at the first appearance to His disciples, He
explained to them the Law and the~Prophéts. He showed it to
them that the Bible did not contain merely an ancient history, but
that in it was hid a divine treasure ; yea, the glory of the people of
Israel, who, through the Messiah, were to become a blessing to the
Gentiles—I am, on the other hand, grieved to see how even those .
people who call Jesus ‘Lord’; who spend immense sums in the
erection of big churches, cathedrals, and monasteries; people who *;
crowd the churches on Sundays and holidays, and who would carry
into their churches big candles, and spend much time on their
knees in prayer ; who would easily put to death a Jew if he should
utter anything disrespectful against the name of Jesus; and who, to
this day, cannot bear the sight of a Jew, because his ancestors,
1,900 years ago, crucified Christ—such people have entirely for-
gotten the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of the Prophets.
How few read the New Testament, those glorious Epistles, or the :
Acts of the Apostles. We scarcely meet one with' whom we could - ?
have a little conversation about the life and worth of Jesus and His : :
disciples. It seems to me that the Christians deal with Jesus like
our Jewish brethren with Jehovah. The latter pride themselves in
the possession of the Law, and constantly shout the words, ¢ Hear,
O Israel! The Lord our God is one God.’ ' But here it'ends.* It
is only done with- the lips. But the Christians seem to do something
~ similar. They pride themselves in Jesus, make repeatedly the sign
of the Cross with all their five fingers, but they do not follow His
‘teachings as mentioned in the New Testament. The Jew no sooner
has come out from the sydagogue than he has forgotten his Jehdvah
and'his prayers, and is thinking only of money. So the -Chns?iian.
- No sooner has he come out from church than his mind is occupied
with eating, drinking, etc. I sometimes feel. so grieved at that that
I almost regret that I have ever commenced the reading of the New
Testament. I cannot bear the contradiction between the teachings {
of Christ:and the lives of the Christians.” . - N
' 'Mr. Israel : “I rejoice to see how wonderfully the Lord deals
with a soul, especially with a Jewish soul. " It is very wanderful to
see how the Lord saved the New Testament from being burnt by
' the fire; but more remarkable still-is how He -has kindled a fire in .
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your heart to consume there all wicked feélings and fthoughts against
Christ, and has filled it with flames of love to the Truth, which is

- no other than our' Lord Jesus Christ. I can see, Mr. Jacob, that

the Lord had set you free from the evil spirits who prevent the Jews
from understanding the simple narrative of the Gospels concerning
the sufferings of the Messiah. The pain and grief you had since
you have got acquainted with the New Testament is a real proof to
me that the Lord has touched your heart with a ray of His light,
and that the good seed—the word of God—has.taken root ih your
heart. * Your pains now are like those of .a ofnan in travail. They

will pass away, and you will have the joy of knowing that in your

" own world the Man Jesus—the Immanuel—was born. In the
meantime you must keep: on in true and earnest prayer and
su?%lication, for no good thing comes from the Father of Lights
- without prayer, fasting, faith, and patience. When reading the New
Testament you must have noticed that even Jesus Christ Himself
has wrought all His mighty deeds by prayer ; yea, the whole of His
earthly life was nothing but one long prayer.” ,

- Mr. Jacob: “If everything is- obtained by prayer, how is it
that the Jews, who pray three times, and each time nineteen peti-
tions, remain so fruitless? Who repeats more prayers and supplica-
tions than a Jew does? and who suffers more trouble and affliction
than he?” : | | SR

Mr. Israel: “This is a very important question indeed; and I
wish every Jew, who believes in God and in His Law, would ask this
question. I wish they would ask themselves—*‘How is it; we pray three
times,daily, and each time we say “ Thou art the hearer of prayer?”
or, * Blessed art thou; O Lord, that thou hearest prayer” ; and yet
for ngarly 2,000 years we cry f Gather us once again from all the
four comners of the earth back into our land.” “O Lord, reign

- spring of thy servant David speedily to flourish.” \* O that our.

may, behold thy return to Zion.” “O grant peac happiness, and
blessing, grace, favour, and mercy unto- us and Wll thy. people
Israel 17’ etc. ; and yet there is no sign of answer. VYea, it seems

thou alune over us in kindness and mercy.” \*“ O cause the ‘off-
egefr

to be the very reverse. The Jewish people are getting more and . |

more scattered over the whole earth ; and the worldly power with its
lusts seems now to rule over Israel more than ever. The poor Jew

bends his knees—hut only for men—not for Gods The prayer, ‘O.
cause the offspring of thy servant David to flourish,” has becomea

9

matter of ridicule. Why, even orthodox Jews mockingly point to
the palms of their hands, and say ¢ We shall then begin to believe in
the coming of Messiah, when here hairs begin to grow.” As to the
prayerfor peace and blessing, he does not even know the taste of it.
It is high time that they should ask .themselves *Since all our
prayers remain fruitless, why do we waste time in it ?’ Yes, as a
matter of fact, many practical Jews have given up praying. . Yes,

|



oF. THE NEW COVENANT. 7

Mr. Jacob, your question is especially important, if we consider that.
all their prayers seem to be in harmony with the mind of God. For
does not God wish to gather them back from all the four corners of
the earth? Does He not long to reign over His people of Israel ?
Has He annihilated the house of David for ever? Does He not
wish Israel peace and prosperity? But there is one short answer to
this all important question: It is because their prayers are not
presented in the name of Jesus. Perhaps you cannot understand it ;
and so I shall try to make it plain to you. " All tbe words and works

"of Jesus Christ are too sublime and incomprehensible for the human

and carnal mind. ~But although-we can nof grasp them with our

understanding, yet are, they 7o opposed to our understanding ; for
the vety reason that the human understanding is also the gift of God,
in whose name Jesus Christ spoke and wrought miracles. The
words of Jesus are, as He Himself is, in the Father, eternal ; and,
therefore, cannot possibly be comprehended by mortal man as the
words of a fellow-man. Jesus being eternal, His words are truth ;
whilst man is mortal, and’ hence ‘all men are liars.” Thousands of
years may pass away before the short-sighted human understanding
will be in a position to grasp the words of Jesus. Besides, it is only
when a man tries to live and to act according to the teachings of
Jesus that He can understand them at all. - Jesus says ¢ Without Me
ye can do nothing’; and again, ‘If ye shall ask anything in Ay
name 1 will do it.” Now these words have proved themselves very
trne indeed. The disciples-of Christ performed many.and mighty
miracles all over the world merely through prayers to the Father in
the name of Jesus! It is very likely that the disciples at that time
could not grasp it with their understanding when Jesus had spoken
~to them. They only believed. And the words of Jesus hold as
good to-day as ever ; we have to do the same. If we wish anything,
especially if it be a thing tending to the glory and honéur of God .

_and His Christ ; and if we ask in faith from the Father in the name

of Jesus Christ we receive it. By faith we receive' a ray of light of
the power contained in the words of Jesus. Now, what is prayer ?
Prayer is (1) a longing for a thing which we do not possess ; (2)
which we cannot secure by our own efforts ; (3) that He to whom we
pray possesses, or can create by His own power ; (4) that He would
grant us the thing we pray for out of love to us, and because He

loves to bestow gifts ; (5) that the love of Him whom we supplicate . |
must be free and disinterested. - If only one of these conditionsis . -

wanted,‘it-is no real prayer. For instance : If we possess the thing,

or we can obtain it by out own efforts, then we need not pray. If,
‘on the other hand, we are not quite sure that the one whom we -

petition possesses the thing we need, or can obtain it for us; then it
is foolish of us.to pray. Again, if the one to whom we'pray has an

interest in' loving us and in making us presents—then he would give |

it to us without being aalc;d. _ Thus we understand it very easily that

&

<..;,u.',j;ﬁ"m:"‘ s N L :
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we can oxﬁy pray to God. He loves all His creatures without any

selfish interest ; He is able to give us all things; He is always
willing to grant us our requests because He is Love, and.the nature
of love is to give ; not to receive. It is indeed Jesus Christ who has
given to the world the greatest proof, that God is not only a great
Creator, that He is omnipotent, but that He is loving and merciful ;
that He loves us, and that He likes to give unto us gifts when we
pray for them. The man who Prays needs only true and living faith
in the love of God to him, and they he will have his prayers
answered. In.fact, without faith, it is' impossible to pray aright ;
and then, of course, it is foolish to expect an answer to such prayers.
The name of the Messiah is Jesus ; that means Saviour. That is
the only name under heaven by which humanity can be saved by

prayer in His name. He was 7% Love of God which existed before

the world ‘was created. His love is independent of the love of the - °

created world—that means, He loves the. world whether it loves Him
Or not.. /It is not so with the love of the world ;—that is love with
a cause—and can only give 1tself to the loveable., ] want you to
notice this, Mr. Jacob, Those who do not believe.im Jesus$ Christ,

the King of the Jews ; hence they remain unnoticed | ”
r. Jacob: “JIam exceedingly thankful to you for the important
lessons you give me now. I am glad that you find’ me worthy of
them. . Many difficult Passages in the Word of God are now very
clear to-me. * I trust that the God of truth wijl manifest to me mére
and more of His truth -and mercy, and will bring me out from the
darkness in which I was kept so long. It is getting very late; I
must hasten home. Since that conflict with my wife I am no more
afraid to read the New Testament at home. . In fact, my wife
watches against ‘comers when I am reading it in the bedroom. It
seems to me a perfect miracle when I think about it. Good night.” .
Mr. Israel: “The Lord Jesus go with you, and be in your
house with His love and mercy.” C
After the -above- meeting with Mr. Israel everything in Mr.
Jacob’s house seemed, to the 6utward appearance, to go on in the
usual manner.. Mprs, Jacob attended as before to the business, to the
children, etc., taking care, at the same time, that nobody should see
her husband reading the New Testament. But there was a decided
change in the heart of Mr. Jacob. Since the conversation with Mr.
Israel he had lost the relish for the Jewish prayer-book, the Talith »
(the praying garment), and phylacteries, One Sunday morning he
again tried to put them on; but took them off very soon, pushing
“them back into the bag without first folding them together : then he

9




ofl THE NEw COVENANT. . 9

had a look into the prayer-book, but as quickly threw it away. His
wife, indeed, noticed all this; but she made no remarks, being
afraid she would only make matters worse if she spoke. He bein

rather strohg-headed, she feared lest she would ‘give occasion to the
Rabinowitz-spirit to take a strong hold of him, and then worse con-
sequences mjght follow.- She was-afraid that by making a noise

- about his going on Saturday morning to Mr. Rabinowitz, and about

o

his associating with the followers of Mr. Rabinowitz she would only
damage her business. But one Saturday, after listening to a sermon
of Mr. Rabinowitz on Exodus xxiii. zo, 21 : * Behold, I send -an
angel before thee to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee to the
place which T have prepared. Beware of him and obey his voice;
provokg him not, for he will not pardon your transgressions; for
my name is in him ” ;-on which occasion the preacher pointed out the
foolishness and the blindness of the Talmudists in spending so much
time in dlscussmg the injunction, “Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his
mother’s milk,” which is only in the preceding verse—and losing
sight. of these mbst important verses—without once asking themselves
as to who that angel is whom God was warmng them not to disobey,
for he (the angel) would not pardon their sins because the name of
Jehovah was in Him ; and showing how all European nations who
know nothing of <the rabbinic writings on the question of meat and
milk food have got to know who that angel was, viz., Jesus Christ,
who is no other but Jehovah Himself, and that through Jesus
Jehovah has indeed become the King and Ruler of all natlons,--Mr

~Jacob called upon Mr. Israel to have a little conversatxon 'with h1m

on this subject.

Mr. Israel: “ How is i, Mr. ]acob that you come SO early
to-day? It seems as if you feared your-wife no more ; neither the
consequerices to your business. You are set free, thank God. I
congratulate you.”

Mr. Jacob: “The Lord is with me, Whom shall Ifear?” The
more.one is afraid of such foolish people, the worse it gets. I gave
up praying because my wife wished me to do it or my business
demanded it. I begin to see that our Jewish brethren are no
servants of Jehovah—but they are servants of each other! They

serve wife, child, business; etc.—but not God.  The remarks Mr.
~ Rabinowitz made thls morning on the words—* And ye shall serve

the Lord your God, and, he shall bless thy bread and thy water,’

(Ex. xxiii 25) made 3 very deep impression upon me. Why, it seems.

that by serving his true God every Jew can have his bread and water
independently of other people’s opinion or favour!” . .

. Mr. Israel: “1 believe, Mr. Jacob, that the time has come, that
we should togefther pray to our heavenly Father in the name of His
Son Jesus Christ, before we enter further into conversation about
heavenly things. Let us pray that our conversation may not end in

mere talk, but lead us to such good works as will brmg glory to God

-
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the Father and- His Son Jesus, and will hasten on the redemption
of our Jewish ‘brethren. "I will also call in my wife to join us.
¢ By the mouth of three witnesses the matter will be established,’ or
as Solomon says : ‘A threefold cord is not quickly broken.”” -

‘Mrs, Israel having joined them, and after kneeling down, Mr.

Israel in a very loud voice prayed the following prayer :—

“ Jehovah, God of Israel ! Thou art our Father from everlasting
to everlasting! Here we are three souls of the Church which Thou
has redeemed from of old. Our eyes and our hearts are lifted up
unto Thee, who art the one true God, and in the name of Thine

onlybegotten Son, Jesus, whom Thou didst love beforethe foundation

f the world was laid, in the name of the Messiah who .revealed

gnto us that Thou Jehovah art our Father, and that Thou lovest -

us, and who also assured us before His death, that ‘ wherever two

-or three will be gathered together in His name, there He would
.- be in the midst of them, and that whatever they would ask believing
‘they would receive it,’ and we beg of Thee to pour out upon us the

Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot comprehend,
and let Him teach us all that Jesus said and taught the people when
He was in the flesh! Grant that our conversation may be blessed
by. Thee, and be a means of edification and purification of our souls,
so that we may indeed become true branches of the vine, bringing

- forth much fruit to His glory ; to become children of His kingdom,

and ipstruments for the accomplishment of Thy will upon earth as it is

done in heaven. Keep and protect us day by day, and forgive our. -
short-comings through the weakness of the flesh. Help us to love

everybody with that love Thou didst love us. Help us to forgive
debtors,'and to be willing to offer ourselves up for the. welfare of
our fellow-men. = | a ’

Thou, O Father, knowest our iﬁaﬁrmitjes ; Thou knowest our
poverty in body and soul, and how liable we are to fall; and to forget

‘Thee altogether ; therefore we beseech of Thee to preserve us from

all sins in times of temptations, and let evil and wickedness have no
dominion over us. And especially we would ask of Thee to-day,
that Thou wouldst hear our prayer ‘on behalf of our friend Mr.
Jacob, that as Thou hast favoured him in bringing him under the
sound of -the Gospel, that he should hear of Thy love in Jesus, of
whom Thou saidst, ¢ Behold, this is my Son, in whom I am well
pleased,’ who.is the true Son of David, and Son of Abraham, who
‘ came to seek and to save that which ‘was lost,” that Thou wouldst
also help him—this Jacob—to become an Israelite indeed. Let hini

see, mpre and more, that Thou art the only God, and_that there is

no other mediator between God and men, but the Man Jesus Christ,

~who gfave Himself a ransom for all the world. Let him also hayve
- the

»

reign upon the throne of David, when all His enemies shall be sub-

\

lorious hope of Christ’s second coming in power -and glory, to .
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ject unto Him./ For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen!” | | °

Even after Mr. and Mrs. Israel rose from their knees, Mr.
Jacob remained several minutes longer leaning with his head against
the wall, and with his eyes shut. The room was perfectly quiet.
Nothing was heard, except the tick of the clock on the wall. By-
and-by Mr. Jacob uttered a deep sigh, and having sat down upon
a chair he spoke as follows :— |

“I thank God for the privilege of being one of the three
gathered in the name of Jesus, the Son of Abraham, in whom all
the families of the earth should be blessed, whom Abraham also
first saw and preached! And I am also astonished at myself, how I
could have such foolish ideasof yourself, and of Mr. Rabinowitz !
I had an ‘%’dea‘that:when you meet in the evening, you spend your
time in drinking, instead of repeating the usual blessings, you make
the sign of the cross, and instead of singing the customary hymns,
you would sing in the Russian or in the German language, love
songs! What a discovery I have made to-night! Surely Shekinah
-was in our midst! as also Rabbi Chalaftha says: ‘Even when three
meet to study the ¢ Thorah,” Shekinah is in the midst of them.” Why,
the followers of Rabinowitz seem to-be the real Jews ; except, that
instead of saying as other Jews do, that when three meet Skekinal
is in their midst—you say that Jesws C#ris¢is in your midst !”

Mr. Israel: “Yes, Mr. Jacob, you have much cause to thank
‘the Lord for His mercy and love to you in lifting a little the veil
from off youy heart when reading the Word of God. But I must
again call your attention to the great difference that exists between
the Talmudical and the Christian Jew. They can never be united ;
neither in thought, heart, or act. The Talmudic Jew says to this
day, as their ancestors—the Pharisées—said to our Lord when He

was in the flesh, ‘We are Moses” disciples. We know that God -
spoke to Moses. But as to this .man (or, as the Jews nowadays
prefer to call Him, *This young man”), we know not whence He -

is!’ The Christian Jews say, ‘We are indeed the followers of

Jesys. We know that Moses was only a servant of Jehovah, and -

- that God spoke to him as to a servant; but Jesus is His Son,
through whom He always speaks to us.  He is the Word of God
manifested in .the flesh. Jesus—who was crucified, but who rose
from the dead—is our only Teacher ; He is our Prophet, promised
to us at Mount Horeb, and whomm we are commanded by God to

obey. He is also our High Priest, who offered His own blood for

our sins.” He is our Lord and our God ; dwelling and ruling in our
~ hearts through the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, whi¢h. is given

freely-to every believer. You must understand, Mr. Jacob, that we
Christians do #of confound the person, ¢ Jesus Christ’ with that of
the Shekinah, although the name comes from the words our Lord
‘uses in Ex, xix. 8 : ¢ Veshochanthy Bethocham’ (that I may dwell
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among thém). Neither Rabbi Chalaftt%‘a nor any other- Rabbi isf

able to comprehend the blessedness of

sake of saving man, had revealed Himself as a man. They will not
accept the bare fact ! They study the ¢ Torah’ * for the sake of its
study, just as the astronomer would his astronomy, or the mathe-
matician his mathematics. But when we, who believe in Jesus
Christ, who was crucified and who rose again, and who is sitting at
the right hand of power—when we meet in His name we have
Himself personally in our midst. We have Him who is shortly to
be revealed before all the world in majesty and power, with the

same reality as Jehovah dwelt in olden times among His people of |
Israel. You must also notice this, Mr. Jacob, that the Talmudists |
har‘v?e only an 7Zea of God ; they have only an idea of His kingdom '

and His power ; but they have nothing more. They have only
changed the name of ¢ Jehovah’ into ‘Adonai,’ and with it they

withdrew into their synagogues, separating from the rest of

humanity. But look, in contradistinction to this, what the few
true Jews—those who believed in the crucified, but risen, Jesus—
have accomplished. You only consider_what a wonderful change
the three Jews, Simon Bar—];%a,m the son of Zebedee, and
Saul of Tarsus, have brought about in the world, simply by faith in
Jesus, and prayer in His name! How much’ sin and wickedness
they have cleared out of this world, and instead of it they have
sown the seed of the Word of God. How much they have done to
proclaim to the whole world the truth that Jesus Christ, of the seed
of David, according to the flesh, came into the world to shve
sinners. ~Have not thesg three Jews done more good for the world
than Alexander the Greaf Julius Casar, and Napoleon Bonaparte ?
The Jewish Shekinah femained, according to their ideas, at the
western wall of the Temple of Herod, whilst the name of Jesus has
accomplished mighty things from Jerusalem to the end of the world.
‘ His name has, indeed, dominion from sea to sea, and from the

wilderness shall bow before Him, and His enemies shall lick the
dust,’ as it is said in Ps. Ixxii.” o B
Rachel (Mrs. Israel) : “Mr. Jacob, I can tell you this much,
although I am only a poor woman, that, in my opinion, Ckalaftha’s
Shekinah is.only confusing the mind of the poar Jew. At that time
when my husband used to spend day and night in the study of the
Talmud-—when my mother used to delight herself in him, and say
that ¢Shekinah was, indeed, resting upon Him’—he was always
restless and confused. Whenever he, together with his colleagues,
met to consider some point at issue—when, according to the
Rabbi’s statement, Shekinah was dwelling in the midst of them—
then they would only quarrel and insult each other! But Yesus

[

* This tmay include both Bible and Talmud.

e Christian religion. Their
cdrnal minds do not allow them to restlinthe fact that God, for the |

. river unfo the ends of the earth’; and ‘they that dwell in the -
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' Christ brings peace ahd rest for body and soul. His Spirit makes a’
_man quiet, earnest, and humble.. Since my husband was brought-

to the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, he has become quite a different
man. - He -has changed in everything. After praying we always
possess rest and peace:in our hearts. We hear then the sweet voice
of - Jesus whispering unto us, ‘ Peace be with you.  Peace be with
you. Let not.your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God ; believe
also in me. ‘Thanks be unto Him for His peace in our hearts and
in our house.” | ' : ‘

- Mr. Jacob: ¢ Alas! I do not possess yet that peaceé in my

heart, and much less in my house.- As regards my peace at home,
‘my poor wife must, often say an untruth for the sake of preserving
it. ~As.regards the peace of heart—I am still labouring under the
same difficulty I once mentioned to you, Mr. Israel. When 1 read
the sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ, or those of the apostle Paul,
or when I observe your quiet life, then I feel a burning desire for
the truth-; and then I begin to ask myself what I could do in order
to be able to lead such a- life, and to become such a follower of
_ Christ. | But considering the Christians and their lives around me,
a cold feeling comes over me, and I shrink back from everything
that is Christian.  Z%kesr lives seem to be much worse than those of
the Jews.. I am at a loss whether I should remain among the Jews,
with their #rue lies, or join the Gentile Christians, with their Jing
truth” - ‘ =
Mr. Israel : “1 must tell you thé truth, Mr. Jacob. You seem
_ to judge matters that concern the Kingdom of Heaven like a simple
wine merchant, who' knows nothing of the Christian world. You
‘and many other Jews would call * Christians ’ those individuals who
¢ome into your brandy-shop to get drunk and. to play cards, etc.—
such as would pawn with you their watches, rings, etc., for the
sake of drink, and then call you ° accursed Jew’ when you demand
your money with interest. "You are greatly mistaken, Mr. Jacob.
Not.a single word of all you have said is applicable to the thousands

of true Christians that exist. A-#ruwe Christian takes good care’

never to come in contact with such people as you are. He dreads
Jewish untruth, Jewish mockery, and Jewish sayings, as a pious Jew
would dread Christian leaven during the Passover-wéek. Spiritually
. the true Christian is a/ways free of leaven—not only eight days in

the year—which is not the case with the Jew, who is spiritually not ~
free of leaven, not even in the Passover-week. Those people whom:
* yau consider 4s ¢ Christiang,} and with whom you transact business;

. ‘those whom' you employ Yor lighting your fire or removing the
candlesticks from the. table on a Sabbath-day—they are as little true
. Christians as you are a true Jew. . N o
, ?gai ‘those who are willing to take upon them .- the easy yoke
of. Jestis Christ must also remember that Jesus says ¢ Learn of Me,’
and * Follow ye Me.’ You have not to look to this or that man to

vt
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and finisher of our faith. This holds good in every case of con-

* version, but it is especially so in the case of a Jew when he. begins

to feel in his conscience that Jesus was the Messiah. for whom the
Jews waited, and still wait to this day. The Messiah-Jehovah is the

- Person of whom Jehovah says, ‘I have set my King upon my holy

hill of Zion.’ He is called the One who is dwelling in Zion.” He

-is the Hill to which all nations shall go up. We see from this latter

expression that the Gentiles cannot all at once get to the summit of
Mount Zion, It is an uphill journey, Some Gentile pations have
started earlier on the journey to Zion, and hence they a higher on.
Others have started later, and, therefore, they are behind. . But that
is not to be the case with pur Jewish brethren, of whom Jesus came
%cqrdfing’ ‘to the flesh, and to whom Az Himself has brought the

ospel. They have rejected Christ, in consequence of which they

- were rejectéd and scattered among the nations. They will not nake

that journey by small degrees ; but on account of God’s promises to
their fathers they will, at the right moment, suddenly as a nation be
brougbt there, to our Lord Jesus Christ. Of the Gentiles the

Prophets :say’ ¢ And many nations shall go up,’ but of the Jews the

Lord says ¢ With great mercy I shall gather thee.’ And again, “If

any of thine be driven out unto the uttermost parts of heaven, from

thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will He
fetch thee; and -the Lord thy God' will bring thee into the land

which thy fathers possessed . , . . . . and I shall bring them unto

my holy hill, saith:Jehovah, I trust, Mr. Jacob, that you understand

‘my meaning. I say again, as soon as 'a Jew has his eyes open to

see in the crucified Jesus his personal Hedeemer, he must be

- willing to ‘go out unto Him witbous the camp,’ as the apostle Paul
says ; without the opinion of the public, whether it be a- Jewish

or.a Gentile public, and bear His reproach. La’the world of civilisa-
tion there is,no continuing city for a' Jewish E liever. ‘We Jews
seek one to come '—the heavenly Jerusalem which the Lord will

. send down.” ‘

Mr. Jacob: “ O what a joy it s to me to hear that -fhc God of

Israel has not rejected His people in spite of their terrible sins

against His Messiah, Jesus, of whom the Prophet Isaiah says, in
chapter fifty-three, that *the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
His-hands’; but that He will, .in a miraculous way, bring them back
to the Mount Zion together with all other nations, in orderthat there
be, as Jesus said, ‘One flock and one Shepherd.’ . It is likewise a

comfort to know that there is no need for our Jewishi brethren to

push themselves into the different Gentile Churches;.and to- adopt
customs of the German or the English people, which, al hough good

and useful for them, are of no use. for our Jewish brethren. F very

oot

Jew, who by grace is brought ‘to see in Jesus of Nazareth his.

Messiah, needs only to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son,

* see if he is true or not.  You must look fo Jesus, who is the author - - |

b
i
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i
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" and Holy Ghost, and to observe what Jesus and His apostles have
commanded. If he does that, he is sure to have life everlasting.
Why, reason would also tell us that Jesus Christ could come now
into a Jewish Christian Synagogue just as well as He did 1,900 years
. ago in the Synagogues of Nazareth and Capernaum. Yes, He went
‘there, although those Jews did neither understand-Him nor did they
believe in' Him. I cannot understand why the Missions abroad take
so much pains, and ‘spend such .large sums.of money to.drag the
Jews into their different Churches, and to make of them-—as the
case might be—Germans, Englishmen, Frenchmen, etc., in a word,
- anything 'but Israelites.” | |
" Mr. Ismael: “ That some Jews become non-Jews or are dena-
tionalized, i not the fault of -any Mission. All Missions to Jews
have been called into existence, and are supported by true and
earnest followers of Jesus Christ and believers in the God of Israel,
who are waiting for the consolation of Israel, and for the restoration
of Jerusalem ; by such as are waiting for the fulfilment of all the pro-
mises God has given to our ancestors. 'All that the children of
Abraham by faith desire is, to bring the children of Abraham in the
flesh to believe in Jesus Christ, who is #4e seed of Abraham, in whom
all the families of the earth should be blessed, to baptize them in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, just as in the case of
any other follower of Christ, and to make «them to be partakers of
the grace and truth Christ Jesus brought intor the world. That is
what they aim at; but not to amalgamate the Jews with other
‘nations at is also done in other Missions. For instance, they
spare neither expenses nor efforts to bring China, Japan, etc., to
Christ Jesus; and to form Churches, but they do not-attempt to
. amalgamate them with Europeans. The Chinese remain Chihese,
and the Japanese remain Japanese. The fault lies solely with the
converted Jews. When a ﬁaw nowadays begins-only to observe
what a/mighty power Jesus is exercising among ‘Gentile nations, as
soon a¢ he gets a ray of the great light of the Messiah, instead of -
falling to the ground as Paul did, and asking the Messiah,* What wilt
Thou have me to do ?’ :he runs away.as if he had been enticed into
the Church to become denationalized, and to put on-outwardly the
appearance of a German, Englishman, or Frenchman. In fact,
some Jews will do their ytmost to wipe away their nationality alto-
gether. They change their names, and try to get amalgamated with
such, as in reality do not -like them at all. ' The baptized Jew
ignores the fact thatsthe voice -of the good. Shepherd- Jesus, as we
hear it in the Old and in the New Testament to the sheep of the
_house of Israel, is, that they should follow Him in order that He.
might make of them true and living members of the people of Israel—
a people which has stillto play a great pa for the. glory of Jehovah
and for-the Kingdom of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ ; but not to
bétome members of the German or the English Churches, which dre
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® : gra&uailly losing their former importance in the world. It is very
~painful to see how ashamed and disappointed some of these people
feel. They escaped the Jewish bondage—-the Synagogue with its
hateful rabbins—and' have run into Gentile slavery. To the true
freedom in Christ they have not: got.. May the Loxd have mercy
upon His people speedily. Amen.” "

Mr. Jacob: «1 quite agrée with you on this point. Lately
many Jews have joined the German Churches ; and I have in my
inn the opportunity of hearing the Germans speak of the- baptized
Jews, or as they call them ¢ Prosglytes.” Apart from that, as it is
well known such proselytes desire of the Pastor the formal or rather
the Police-baptisin only with the view of having equal rights with
the Christians ; they are a burden, and unbearable to the Germans.
Pgthou!gh they fill'up the most of the pews in the Churéh—they will

contribute neither to the support of the Pastor nor to the Church
expenses. They turn up their noses against everybody, priding
themselves in the fact that they were no more Jews; so much so
that they need constantly to be reminded, that ¢ although a proselyte
has his nose turned up—yet it remains a' Jewisk nose,’ A German
once told me in confidence that he loved more an unbaptized Jew
than a baptized one, who is in his opinion neither Jew nor Christian.
To my question what a proselyte’ was? he replied : ‘a proselyte is
‘2 deserter from the unfortunate Jewish camp—seeking to find a
resting place among the enemies—which he never finds.’”

Mr. Israel: “That the *Germans have a dislike! to the Jewish

nose, is a great token of God’s love'and mercy towards Israel, ‘He
does not wish. Israel to be assimilated with the Gentiles, like salt in
the water. - I believe that Anti-semitism is a means in the hands of
God for preventing the children of Japheth, who took up their abode
in the tents of -Shem, and who were cleansed from all sorts of
-abominatiéns in the Semitic blood of Jesus, who was of the seed of
Abraham according to the flesh—from swallowing up ‘the Semitic
people of Israel, who, at a future hour which is only known to the
Father, will, by faith in Jesus, become a blessing unto the whole
world. ~ “All that see ther shall acknowledge them that they are the
-seed which the Lord hath blessed.’ Althou%'x
and defiled, yet God is holding the pillar of cloud between them and
the Gentiles, in order they should not come nigh each other during
‘the night of Israel’s rejection—before the Sun of ‘Righteousness |
. begins to shine over them. The difference between ' now and then
.18 this, that now the dark side is towards Israel, and the bright side |
towards the believe | :

, ers’ in Christ.”
Mr. Jacob: “Lét us now, Mr. Israel, go to| the principal
.question;f Supposing I am convinced of the truth, and believe it in
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. was the Lord of Glory promised by the Prophets and preached by

the Evangelists ; what have I then to do? What arrangements have
I to make as regards my daily life? Mind, I am not asking about
baptism. That the new life in the believer must come through the
Spirit and the water I understood from your remarks, as well as
from reading the New Testament. But my question is: What am I
to do with my wife and children, with my business? Am I to keep
the Jewish festivals and the Sabbath or not? Am I to observe
Jewish regulations concerning food, etc.? As regards how and what
to pray, that I have seen and heard in your synagogue. Pardon me,
Mr. Israel, I am afraid you do not quite understand. me. I am not
asking about matters vital to my salvation. - "As regards my relation-
ship to Goﬂ through Jesus, who is the Lamb of God, I am getting

stronger and stronger in my conviction that Jesus is my High

Priest, who can be touched by my infirmities, because He was
tempted like other men, but without sin. I am also perfectly sure

that through Him I have access to the throne of grace, to receive -

mercy in time of need. I am only asking you concerning my,
obligations to my wife and children, friénds, Jews, and non-Jews.”
Mr. Fsrael: “It is very. difficult to give the exact and correct
answer to such questions with the simple human understanding. We
cannot draw a fixed and straight line of life for every believer, be
- he Jew or Gentile,who knows that his duty is to live separated from
the world. He would know as if by instinct how he is to behave
towards his-wife and children, or his former friends, who are bitter
enemies of Jesus, who is our life, who is our all in all. To all such
questions we believers have the short answer-of our Lord in the

words, ¢ Think not what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink . . . be

careful, for nothing . . . for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things. After all these things do the Gentiles

seek.’” All that we, as bgjtdvers, have to do is to apply all our-

energy to increase our love to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to keep

" His commandments as much as possible. Love to Christ has the

power of bringing God and Christ into our hearts. The true
believers become real children of God. As Moses also said: ‘Ye
are children unto the Lord your God.’ Now such children of God

" . are guided and directed by the Holy Ghost, which is the Spirit of

Truth ; and, being guided by the Spirit, every believer knows at
. every moment, and in everything, how and what to do. He will
know how to act towards his wife and children, what business to
have; what things to eat or not to eat, which day to observe, etc.
Everything depends upon the amount of /ove the believer has in his

- heart to Jehoyah and his Saviour, Ckris¢ Jesus. Love is ther |

instrument through which faith in Christ ‘makes itself known in the
world. The love of an ‘Israelite of the New Covenant’ is described
by the apostle Paul in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, thus : ¢ It
thinketh no evil . . . it rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things
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e 'hopeih«éallﬂ, thingg, endureth all. thin’f'gs.i’: ‘Yes, Mr. Jacob, go

dgwn on your knees and pray in faith to the God of.love that He .
will give you the Iove of Christ, and that fiery love will purify your
heart from' all evil. ' By the flame of love even the heart of your
wife will get soft and accessible for. Christ. By that light her eyes

will be open to see that she has no cause-to be ashamed of such a

husband, who is a true believer in Jesus-Christ, our Righteousness,

- before the foolish and sinful Jews of Kishenew. She will come

herself, and sit .down at the feet of Chrlst-f-;-as her Jewish sister,

‘ments contained in the Law of Moses into one, jnamely, Love thy*

neighbouy as thyself” | e ;
Hege Mr. Jacob fell on his knees apd prayed most earnestly,
and Mr. ‘Israe} and his wife responded with a loud “ Amen.” )
L ) !






